VAUDBVILLE CHURCHES. — A

' Brptist minister out in Chicago takes
a rather pessimistic view of the fu-
ture ‘of Protestantism, says ““The
Republic,”” Boston. He is pained by
the indifiercnce of the people, espe-
cially in the matter of attendance at
church services. He finds that even
the startling devices invented to at-
tract worshippers are insufficient.
These observations induce him to
animadvert as follotws upon the ex-
jsting situation out in the Windy
city : ““Unless the church becomes &
continuous vaudeville it cannot hold
its congregation. And the minister
must be the whole show and orches-
tra as well. Some of the churches
have now adopted the plan of hav-
ing concerts instead of church ser-
vice for evening programme. Others
have lectures on popular suhjects,
which have no pertinence to Sunday.
“They have even gone so far as to in-
troduce the stereopticon as a means
of holding audiences. Will the time
, we are asking, when all the
will have adopted these me-

- %

We sympathize Republic’’
proceeds to say, with our Baptist
friend in Chicago and with his Pro-
testant brethren elsewhere who are
struggling against terrible odds to
capture and hold congregations. But
has it never occurred to them to try
a little real religion? Why do they
ignore the eloguent object lesson set
forth to them by the Catholic church,

whose temples of worship are filled |

four or five times on Sunday by earn-
est, pious, Christian worshippers ?
No vaudeville shows are employed to
gather them into the churches or to
hold them. They go because they
have faith and because they wish to
strengthen and supplement their
faith with works.

i

' NOTIONS ABOUT WILLS. — The
peculiar notions which seem to seize
the minds of men of wealth just
about the time that they realize the
necessity of making their wills is
well illustrated by the following
clipping from the ‘‘Ave Maria.:’ It
says ‘—

The California millionaire whose
will provides that his infant daugh-
ter shall, twenty years hence, come
into full possession of his fortune,
“‘if she has led a proper and virtuous
dife.”” has probably ensured some
singular litigation on the Pacific
slope in the year 19: Just what
constitutes in the eye of the law,
even nowadays, a proper and virtu-
.ous life, would perhaps be difficult
to ascertain; and two decades from
sthe present time the question will
hardly be more readily soluble. If
the baby is a Catholic, possibly the
safest plan for her guardians to ad-
-opt woulg be to enter her as a pu-
pil, as speedily as may be, at a con-
went school, and allow her to re-
anain there for a full graduate and
post-graduate course. If that doesn’t
*keep her ‘‘proper and virtuous,’”’ her
«chances of possessing the millions
svill be small.

" ABOUT POLITICS.—The ‘‘Catho-
lic Columbian’’ thus practically and
sensibly deals with this question. It
says —Bv body seems to think
that politics is hopelessly corrupt
and that no one can enter either the
management of a party or the race
for office, without becoming defiled.
So low in popular esteem has the
conduct of public affairs fallen that
young men at the outset of their
career in life are solemnly warned
not to go into politics and old
men, when they have achieved some
suceess in trade or professional life,
are urged not to accept a momina-
tion to office lest they be dragged
down ‘‘into the mire of politics.”’
It is good advice to a young man
without a fortune not to make poli-
tics his bread-and-butter calling, for
without independence he will have
to submit to the wicked dictation of
the bosses or lose his hold on public

1ight and g‘race‘ and training, to his

own degradation and to the re-
proach of the Church whose unwor-
thy member he is. Let him be true
to God and he will be a power for
good in public affairs. - .

VOCATIONS TO THE PRIWTH;\)D

Preaching at Kenrick Seminary in
St. Louis the other day, Archbishop
Kain said :—

“I fear that there are some Cath-
olics so worldly-minded as to im-
pede rather than to encourage in
their children vocations to the holy
priesthood.

“And T fear, moreover, that these
worldly-minded Oatholics ara found di-

 the glare. of wor
and the tinsel of human praise

they imagine their children will
happy only in the  attainment o
these passing objects of worldly am-
bition. Hence there are, indeed, few
vocations amongst thoge possessed

of an abundance of worldly goods.
“When a boy hears at home noth-
Jjog of the glorious privileges of the
eacrefl priesthood, but has held up
to him from infaney to youth and
s manhood only visions of earthly
glory and projects of worldly ag-
grandizement, would he ebey and not
rather seek to strangle any call,
however clear, however unmistak-
able, to follow the Divine Master and
labor for the salvatiom of souls?
Would he not be most apt to imit-
ate the young man whom our Bless~
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Our Grand Fur Parlors are visited every day by hundreds of shangers, coming from all parts :

the Sights

has blessed with abundant

cessary to qualify their sons for the
work of the sacred ministry.’” ;

FEDERATION OF CATHOLIO SO-
CIRTIFS,

On Sunday, December 9, ia Cincin- |\ iitaro and e 2
nati, the first State Federation of S A . out
Catholic Societies was successtully
organized, and Ohio again takes ‘the f / 2
lead in this grand movement. Re- {D8Val professions 199 are hopeless
glmonutives from the three cities— |lunatics. Of the

eveland, Columbus and Cincinnati-|professions, artists are the frst
effected the work, adopted a consti-|succumb to the brain strain, t.n

e

A French @vutmtor has come to

the comclusion that the brains of §o e Sor BME than e

‘“‘“hewers of wood | the drawers of
water.”—Medical Record.
e ——

8T. BRIDGHI'S NIGHT REFUGEK,
ety
Report for week ending Sunda
28rd December, 1900 : Males 855, ti:
males 58, Irish 228, French 142,

most quickly. He states that out of
every. 100,000 men of the army or

so-called liberal

tution and elected temporary State|the lawyers, followed at some  dis- Bnglish 17, Scotch and other nation.

officials.

tance by - doctors, clergy, Hterary elities 28, Catholics 868, Protestants

It was developed that the dele-!men, and civil servants. Btriking an 45. Total 413.

~— f Montreal.
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These Parlors are jusily considered one of the
sights of Montreal.
No other house in the world can offer anything
80 sumptuous, so original or so complete. ;
Our rich collections of Furs are the admiration

of the most
found there,

wild beasts of the forests.

having been

expert connoisseurs.

from the little Bussian marten g
All the skins are admirable,
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the world by a’' thorough expert having more than a
quarter of a century’s experience. % g R
In fine, whatever mnay be the taste or fancy of the
purchaser, in all that embraces fur garments and other
furs our house is able to satisfy all, thanke to its m1st
extraordinary variety and perfect organizition. :

Fr¥er meco “to their : h’mmh?mmg !

"But yvoung men and old men, Anm-~

¢rican citizens, ought to be in poli-
tics to the extent of fulfilling their
duty, at party caucuses, at’/conven-
ions, and at the polls. Yet, wher-

ever they are, they should take their
principles with them. They = should
tand, up for honesty, ‘truth, justice,

and they should oppose improper
unworthy politicians, cor-

frauds, party or no par-




