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we employ the sausenlar sense even more than that of

touch.  True these perceptions could I s by
the sense of touch alone, but then il
experience such is not the case. This close connection
between the musenlar sense and that of toneh

always be borne in mind when judging of the relative
capabilities of the ditlerent senses and the clivaeter of
the perceptions which they give us. O the two

classes of sensations of touch it will he veadily seen

that those arising from the pressure of distinet points
are by far the more important, for on them is hased
our perception of loeal distinetness, on which all our
knowledge of the external world depends, From them

arise onr ideas of a world in space with all its different
relations and dimensions, by them perecive t
character of surfaces and, in abnormal L disti
colors,  But the importanee of this sense as o knowl
edge-giver it seems to me may best be understood ly
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an analysis of the manner in which our primary per
tions must have been obtained.  In doing this we

must of course wgue lagely from analogy, we must
argue back from known experiences and processes (o

what can never be said to be actually known to have

taken place.  Yet this inferential nowledge aided hy
facts derived from observation ameomg infants and
young children will be of as reliable and stalle a
character as any knowledge gained in any other sphiere
in a similar way. And here we see the advantagos

to be gained from & general education of the people.
Knowledge resembles money placed ont at a
rate of compound interest, each new acquisition very
soon becoming itself productive

We must only hope that in the case of the knowledge
as in the case of the money the investment may he a
safe one.  So it large numbers of intellizent men and
women were educated to scientifieally ohserve some
occurrences and actions which arve ordinarily not per
ceived or reflected upon at all, our knowledge would
rapidly inerease in relinbleness and extent. Curionsly
enough it is the two senses which are of the highest
intellectual rank which first come into operation, it is
with the eye and the hand that effeetive
commences,  But the appropriateness of this order is
at once recognized when the other
senses could be applied to ne use until they ae con
nected with the external objects which excite them,
by means of the museula by touch and by
sight.  Now if it were possible to draw a distinetion
between the importance of the two highest sensc
should be inclined to exalt that of touch—a sense of
which no human heing can be deprived, and one by
means of which inteiligent perception is very emly
acquired, in all those cases of almormal velop
ment of the organs of one or more of the senses, or in
the case of persons deprived of the use of one of these
organs by disease or otherwise, the sense of touch
stands out as the great compensator, supplying ably, in
its increased eflicicney devived from euitivation, the
wants arising from the suppression of the other sources
of perceptive knowledge. Indeed it is a question
whether we do notall in our earliest d 1ys learn to per
ceive for a while as if we were lind.

But not only does this sense give us our largest
stock of knowledge of the external world; it is
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capable also of giving us ideas of beauty to a larger
extent than we ever give it eredit for, In this resp
the capability of the sense is rather of a
potential euavacter, is its real power observed
except when the fucile and grasping sense of
sight is deficient

The sense of touch is seen to be the most positive
of all the senses when we consider the manner in
which its sensations are excited, while these sensa-
tions are the most foriile which we reseive,  But to
my mind the most striking point with reference to
toneh extensiveness,  In fact all the other
as it were 1o reduce to touch, The
organ of the sense is the most extensive of any, and the
organ of every other sense is also an organ of touch.
Weo touch everything we taste, nor could we taste any-
thing without touching it.  There is also o sensibility
So much o that persons who
e deprived of hearing may by means of touch (feel)
In sight the organ may be said to be im-
pinged upon 1y the etherial waves, although the eye
cannot he literally said to touch the light. It was the
faet of this conneetion of the tactual and muscular
sensations with seeing, hearing, smelling and tasting
which led Demoeritus to say that “all ihe sensations
were modifications of the toueh.,”  To the
sense of touch there can be no doubt that we owe the
first idea of matter, nor conld any of the other senses
ever have awakened it.  The eye, for instance, is
leeted by nothing but light or color.  This seems at
first contrary to experience, but it has been elearly
demonstrated by Bishop Berkeley, Magnitude, figure,
distance eannot he seen, but are acquired by the sense
of touch and the museular sense. At the same time,
however, that this process of acquisition by touch is
going on, the ever-active sense of sight is being affected
hy certain associated ditferences of shade and light,
dullness and beightness, ete., which oceurring uniform
Iy ne inseparably associated in the mind with
ideas which have really been acquired by touch. Thus
the law of Trresistible and Ifstantaieous suggestion is
hrought into play, and these variations suggest irresis-
tibly und instantanconsly the ideas, which are thus
eredited to the sense of sight.

We pity, and with reason, the deaf, the blind and
the dumb, but 1 shall ask in conelusion what kind of
being that would be which did not possess the sense of
touch? J.ROMURRAY.
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Ivvoveusuen aristocrat : « What  dish, waitah, combines

the greatest, ah, luxury with the least expense?”  Waiter :

¢ Codfish and cream, fifteen cents.” LA,: % And how much

for the Hish, ah, plain 2" Sume price, sir,"
“ Waitah, bring me some, ah, crenm,” - Lampoon,

I suw
A gentle maiden,~aye, so lovely, too,—
A sturdy youth near by, slack ! too true,

w

Him there : bt where on earth’s his arm, T wonder
Where ? Rounu my girl's waist it is, by thunder !
= Tecl

FOR MAKING A SEMINARY MAN.
Take a little egotism,
And a slice of skepticism,
Mix well together with culehuired ™" Boston drawl:
Add a little Darwinism,
Just a siack of posi m,

And flavor with the eesence of unmitigated gall,




