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TORONTO'S INSURANCE OF SOLDIERS. other words, to those relatives who were being 
supported financially by the deceased. This is 
really the essence of life insurance.

“ Nations and individuals have been compelled'to 
re-adjust their plans and schemes from time to time 
throughout the course of the war. Toronto has 
already made some changes in connection with the 
insurance scheme, and it seems to me that it is 
time for further readjustment."
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The Toronto Board of Control has recommended 
Council not to insure the lives of those called up 
if the Military Service Bill is put into force. A 
rqtort to the Board by Mr. Thomas Bradshaw 
( Finance Commissioner) pointed out that, by the 
end of 1916, the war expenditure of the City 
amounted to $2,500,015 and, by the end of 1917, 
these expenditures would be increased to $5,000,000.

"I respectfully urge that most earnest considera
tion be given to expenditures on behalf of the war,” 
wrote Mr. Bradshaw. "There is, unquestionably, 
an obligation on the part of the city to undertake 
certain expenditures relating to the war, and it is 
Inlicved that the general lxidy of citizens recognize 
this, and approve such expenditure. On the other 
hand, there arc war obligations which we have 
assumed, and others we are being urged to assume 
which, in my judgment, do not come within the 
scope of municipal enterprise, even when that scope 
is interpreted in the broadest sense."

Mr. Bradshaw continued that the probability of 
the continuation of the war for an indefinite time 
would largely increase the demands on the municipal 
treasury for grants for patriotic purposes.

“This brings up the question of insurance on the 
lives of citizen soldiers," continued Mr. Bradshaw. 
"The number covered by the scheme is 43,265, 
which involves a contingent liability of over $43,000,- 
000, and an actual liability up to the present of 
S;,500,000. I cannot for one moment believe that 
it is the desire of those who are bereaved to benefit 
financially through the loss they have suffered, and 
therefore I submit that the y i vie insurance should 
he limited to those who had a pecuniary interest in 
the life of the citizen at the time of enlistment in
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Mr. P. H. Pulton, of the Canada National, 
Winnipeg, spent a few days in the City last week 
and attended a meeting of the C. F. U. A. on the 
7th instant. Mr. Fulton reports a satisfactory 
improvement in business conditions generally 
throughout the West.
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