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liali ir when voni|«ared with the previous five y eats, 
raise» the <|ttestioii. what is a 11 acciilent ? One an
swer would he, whatever injury, however caused, 
other than sickness, that incapacitates a titan for how - 

diort a time. If this rule is followed, a simple

front Ottawa than from St. Johns, 
right to he heard in this matter and we feel sure that 
Mr. Chamberlain will welcome the advice and assist-

Canada lias a

a nee of the Canadian Government. The request of a 
self-governing colony for an imperial commission to 
investigate its whole a IT. 1rs is. we believe.

ever
iut finger and such trilles w ill he classed as accidents, j 
2nd tl number will he enormous. In our case since

unprece
dented, hut fortunately the state of affairs which 
ccssitates this step is also unprecedented. The pre
sent condition of Newfoundland i» the one hint

ttc-
July last, every injury causing not less than three 
ibis' iiic.qiaoty has been so classed, and has received 
compensation as such. This consideration points to 
the necessity for some definition and classification of 
accidents. It certainly does not scent right or fair 
that under our |ircscnt rules a man who receives .1 
trifling injury, sometimes from his own carelessness, 
which prevents him following his employment for a 
few day», should in return for his 1 -Jil., a week's »uh 
script ion, receive accident pay at the rate of tX». a 
week, while a payment of jil. a week to the sick fund 
provides hut us. a week during sickness." 
ftriciv adds that the report is worth the attention of 
all who study the question of workmen’s insurance 
brought to the fore just now by the discussion of vari 
nus po uts connected with the Workmen's Voinpcns.t- 
tion Act.

upon
England's colonial record, for it is the one pronounced 
and obvious failure among England's self-governing 
colonies I lie island, one of the biggest in the world, 
is rich in natural resources; hut. although it is 
oldest colony, its |Mipulation is not nearly as great as 
that of Montreal. The whole island to <l*\ 
tie-ally in pawn to* Mr. K. < i. Reid, of Montreal, who 
has built the traits insular railway and who controls 
not only Newfoundland s railway system, hut its tele
graphs. coal mines, steam communications and all 
the great veins of its commercial life. Mr. Reid's 
rule may he bénéficient ; but it Is humiliating for .1 

nominally self-governing people. Apparently but 
two rational courses are open. 1 file is for Newfound
land to enter the Canadian Confederation, and the 
other for it to revert to the condition of a Crown Col

our

is prac

The

I he latter course is not favoured by the colon
ial ( iovernment, and no doubt will he strongly op
posed by ]«opticians generally in the island. As a 
t ana<liait I’mvinee, Newfoundland will preserve its 
self-respect and its local autonomy, and its new status 
would facilitate the settlement of many of its griev- 

l or instance, on such questions as that of 
the Erencli Shore, the representations of the Govern - 
nient at ( Ittawa would carry more weight than the 
representations of the Newfoundland Government, re
presenting as it does hut a handful of people. Audit 
would open up new avenues of commerce and 
|M>ssil>ilities of development, 
cumstances into consideration, the Dominion Govern
ment could hardly make a mistake in asking to be 
admitted to this important co ferencc.

oily
THE DOMINION GOVERNMENT AND THE 

NEWFOUNDLAND DIFFICULTY.

I lie Government of New foundland has asked the 
Imperial Government to ap|*>int a commission to in 
vestigate the whole affairs of the Colonv. pledgin it 
self to carry out the recommendations of the Com
mission only stipulating that the colony's right of 
self-government shall not he interfered with 
understood that Mr. Chamlserlain is willing to ap|*iint 
the l ommission hut insists tqioit the Imperial Gov
ernment being left free to take such action as it 
pleases There really seems to he no good reason 
shy the Imperial (iovernment should tie its 
hands hy making pledges, seeing that Parliament has 
unlimited powers to deal with the subject, and seeing 
also that the state of affairs in Newfoundland is of 
such an extraordinary character, that drastic 
srnit i" he called for, not less for the credit of the 
mother country, than in the interests of the colony 
itself.

The conditions are such that it would seem advis
able fur the Canadian Government to offer to take part 
mille conference between tin- Newfoundland Govern 
ment and the Inqierial authorities. Canada has a le- 
gitimat, and very great interest in the future of New 
hiuiiill.mil. Most people reganl the admission of the 
Premier ( olony" into the Canadian Confederation as 

its manifest destiny and, that being the case, no mat 
its manifest destiny, and, that being the ease, no mat- 
**>' Newfoundland's immediate annexation, it 
would seem wise to deal with them now. The longer 
mncx.ituni js deferred, the more serious these dtf- 
fculfit » w ill become. Moreover, most of them are of 
•uch a nature that they ran he dealt with far better

ances.
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THE UNITED STATES NEW BANKRUPTCY ACT 
AND ITS SUGGESTIONS FOR A CANADIAN ON*.

After a discussion prolonged over many years, a 
Itankruptcy Act has Incti passed for the whole of the 
I nited States. The conditions under which business 
is conducted in that country are nearly alike to those 
which exist in Canada.

litis Act. therefore, affords valuable 
as to the provisions desirable for similar legislation, 
regarding insolvency in this country, as the Amer
ican Act has met with the general approval of the 
business men of the States. The Act bears traces of 
having been drawn, in some respects, on the lines 
of the English Hanknipcy Act, which was evolved 
out of numerous efforts to solve a very 'difficult 
question. The variations are such as experience

suggestions
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