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By Rev. T. 0. Pakr, M.A
APRIL 9. “ THE HOLY GARMENTS.”
Eph. & 2025 Bom,
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The privsts’ gamments

ev, 19 60,
Nat., Apr ® o They shall walk in white. Rev, #: 146,
wany figures of
wk set forth the
history

Lo winny forms and by
speech does the Great B
change which ocenrs in one's
when conversion to God takes place,  The
netimes spoken of as a marked
and outward  transformation, e.q.
ol things ave passed away ; behold
things are bec new.” At other times it
18 1 Teaving n dark and danger-
ous way, and entering upon a new an
bright and beautiful path, e.0., ** The way
of the wicked is as darkness ; they know not
at what they stumble.  But the path of the
righteous is as the shining light, that shineth
more and more unto the perfect day.”
other places, the new life in contrast with
the old is deseribed, as in our present topic,
as the putting off the old garments, and the
putting on of new ones, and the consequent
alteration in external apy as the re
sult of an internal change of mind, .q.
“ Put wwvay the old man, which waxeth ¢
vupt after the lusts of deceit ; and be renewed
in the spirit of your wind ; and put on the
new wan which after God hath been ereated
in righteousness and holiness of  truth.”

(BR. ¥.)

L T Howy  Ganmests ™ Darey,
THERKFORE, SEVERAL tNes. (1) The
existencs old rments  that ¢ he
coming  *worse and worse,” that s, the

alence of the sinful life which, as time
moves o, obtains inereasing strongth, and
wesents increasing hideonsness to the eye of

Tim to whom all things ave known,

() The teaching and example of Christ
that these old garments should he put away,
that is, the sinful life, ** The former manner
of life,” should cease.

(¢) The mind, including the feelings, in
telleet, and will, should he dominated by the
spirit of Christ,

(d) And, as a consequence of this new
spirit withing the pure, whole garments of
new man” are to be put on, that is,
the chavacter and conduet are to he ace
ing to God's pattern, created in righteous-
ness and holiness of trath. These are * the
holy garments,”

() Notice that these new garments are
not put onas a kind of covering to hide a
multitude of sins, just as one might put on a
vich dress, or a well-fitting suit of clothes, t
have a fair exterior, and to hide o horrible
skin disease underneath. these new
wirments of ighteousness and holin
truth ™ ar vesult of the changed conditio
of the inner life by “the trath as it is in
Jesus,”  And the inner life, the he: the
nature, being cha , there is i consequent
chinge of outward conduct, represented by
the new garment of the **new man,”

2. Tk Howy Ganvents” ake Ay INpex
0 e Worin, anindex is that
which shows, indi L or manifests 1 and
these garments indieate or manifest what the
Christian ix, what he has, and what he does.
He is a changed man (new m he has
right prineiples (as the trath is inJesus) ; he
does vight things (vighteousness and holiness
of trath).  Aud it is the outward appearance
of the garments, what a believer does, and

122 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. A

bserve:

the way he does it, that the world

If the character and conduct do not ¢
spond with the profession of a holy life, th
rld concludes, and has

right to con-
that & **holy life,” so far assthis par-
ticular individual is eone L is At hum-
bug,” an imposition under fair pretences.
From 1ife. 1 was ealling yesterday on
family, and upon inquiving about the hus-
hand’s religious life, the wife told me he used
to be a member of the Church, but became
disgusted with the life and conduet of pro-
fussed Christians, and went back into the
witys of the world.  This man had looked for
the holy garments of a blameless life, for the
character and conduet that one should expect
fromn Chyistian men, and found it not, T all
less himself,
e from
But the fact still remains, that he,
ultitudes of others, are deterred from
sking Christ, and driven f
they seck and find Him, by the inconsistent
conduet, the unclean garments of professed
followers of Christ.
erions Blunder.—Of course, these men
minking n fatal mistake, a mistake that
fects eternity as well as time.  They argue
from a particular to a general case, and thus
commit the logical fallacy that s
peaple fall into. They say, in cffect, this
wan, or these few men, who profess religion,
arve not true, therefore all men who profess
religion are not true—a most absurd and
fallacious eonclusion. If these cavillers would
try to find the real changes, the substa
transformations which Christianity has made
in many lives that they meet every day, and
in multitudes whom they might know about ;
if they would only seek for the good fruit
of religion's tree, instead of the scrubs, a
few of which every tree must have, they
would find abundant reason for e i
Christ and Christian truth as the
of individual and social salvation.
The Solewmn Fact,—Still the solemn fact
staves us in the fae

probahility he was not bl
and his own garments were not fre
spots.
and

fessors of religion, the ragged garments of
Christ's pronounced followers, keep many
out of the King 1 of ( Let the Ep-
worth League stand for ¢l eter and eon-
duct that shall hear the closest serutiny of
friends and foes,  Let us wateh our outward
lives, observed by the world, pray that we
enter not into temptation, and resolve to
make it manifest that we are epistles of
Chirist, remembering that we are not sufhi
cient of ourselves, but our sufficiencey is from
Gl (S Cor

Fine feathers may not make fine birds, but
if the spondence between feathers
and birds, we cannot but feel that we are
imposed upon,

In Bible times, more than in modern
times, did clothes represent the man, Every-
one was expected to dress according to his
rank.  The apparel was regarded as a rough
index of character.  Moses was commanded
to make holy garments for
glory and for beauty.” His dress was to indi-
cate his setting apart for holy purpos
In the early history of Jerusalem,
the prophet, exhorts the o
put on her beautiful garments, by which he
meant that the nation should change its
habits, appearing unto surrounding people
inthe beauty of a holy life.  New garments
is not & patehing ||}- of the old character,

ng up of inward iniguity ; it is
a renewal, a regeneration by the divine
spirit.  * Ye must be born from above,”

When spiritual renewal takes place, the
mind remaing as before, both in its emo-
tional and intellectual structure —in mem-
ory, judgment, imagination and perception,
God puts no new powers into the soul when
He converts it.  Regeneration  brings no
new faculties, The organism of the mind
survives as it was.  But the spirit which in-
habits it and governs it is entirely changed.
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The new
Formerly

man, what /(1) New thoughts.
kness, now  light. Hitherto
chaos, now order, (2) New motives. The
glory of God and the welfa man take
the place of seltish and sinful purposes.
(3) New dispositions.  Anger, malice, evil
heart, evil speech, and evil act are as habits
banished sver.  (4) New  enjoyments,
Surroundings are new, experiences are new,
and  hence joys are new, deej

grander. (5) New immortality '
version, a prospect of immortality in separa-
tion from God ; now, a rejoicing in hope of
of God,

BY WAY OF ILLUSTRATION.

Putting off comes before putting on.

Stephen Grellet, the Quaker preacher, said
e to an assembly of his brethren, ** You
are starched before you are washed, That

is a bad thing, indeed, for however much

starch wmay be used the orviginal dirt will
show through, and disgrace the well-got-up
robe.”

A short time ago a gentleman was preach-
ing in the open air ; his subject was growth
in grace. At the close of the meeting a man
approached him and said : ** Our minister
has been preaching some excellent sermons
on that subject, and Thave been trying to
grow in grace this long time, but 1 find 1
never can succeed.” 1"f|eprum'ln-r. pointing
ton tree, said : Do you see that tree’”
“Yes,”" * Well, it had to be planted before
it could grow. Inlike manner you must be
rooted and grounded in Christ,”

A WORD WITH THE LEADER.

Begin your meeting sharp on time,  Wait
for nobody. Be sure to select your hymns
heforehand, and have them bear upon the
teachings of the topic.  Sel ypur Serip-
ture readings from the Hou i{umlinm at
the head of this article. Read responsively
if the passage selected is appropriate for the
purpose.  Encourage every member to bring
his or her own Bible and take an interested,
intelligent part in the reading and references,
Be careful to keep the subject of study pro-
minent in the meeting —the change from the
old life of sintothe new life in Christ, and
the vital importance of having the outward
life conform to religious profession,  Don't
lose the opportunity of inviting the uncon-
verted to the life of the ** new man.”

APRIL 16,—*THE ETERNAL MORN-
ING AND MODERN MISSIONS.”
(A MISSIONARY MEETING.)

Toith 00 ;112

Howe T{ r ADINGS,

., Apr
L Apr.

Apr.
Apr.
Apr

) att, 5 14165 Phil

Sat.. Apr. 16 The nations i the light
Rev. 21
One way to hecome interested in a cause
is to study it.  Ignorance gives the quictus
to interest.  General Lew Wallace beeame a
Christian when he was compelled to study
the life of Christ as presented in the New
Testament in search of materisl for his book,
“Ben Hur” He studied, he learned, he
became sympathetie, then he loved Christ,
But his love was a result of his knowledge.

So in any great cause—so in missions.  We
study, we know, then we love the cause
which finds its foundation in the Saviowr's

injunction to Hisdisciples, **Go ye into all
the world and preach the quwi to every
creature.” In our present topic we study
the extension of the Gospel as foreseen by
the Gospel prophet, Isainh.  He looks far
down the centuries and sees the morning
breaking, and the nations coming to God.
Between  himself  and the  approaching
trinmph, he sees darkness covering the earth
and gross darkness the people, but the Lord
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