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THE FARMING WORLD

Freight Rates

A Reply to ** Viator "

N the issue of The Farming
World of Dec. toth last ap-
peared an extended  letter
signed  “Viator,” which pure
ported to le a (orrietion

of misstatements made 1y ths

journal in its discussion ol the
freight rates charged by Canadian
railwavs. Some reference to the
general tone of “‘Viator's' com
munication way nade i the ~ame
issue, and the way is now clear for

a detailed examination of his

counter-statements, which he de

scribed as corrections,

It may be well to point ont at
the outset that “Viators™ letter
gives the impression that it is a
complete review of the circum
stances cited by The Farming
World, but that a comparison of
the article and the reply (a com-
parison which The Farming World
would suggest to its readers to
make) shows that scveral import-
ant points are passed ovir by
“Viator" in silence. One, for in
stance, is the reference to the dis-
parity between the rates (hurgod
on oats carried from the foo hills
of the Rockivs and on Ontario farm
products,

Again, the method ol quotation
followed by “Viator" does not
show the anstere a curacy which le
exhorts this journal to cuitivate.
His first challenge of our stati-
ments is an instance of this. The
Farming World stated. nracticallv
anoting certain editorial ohecrva-
tions of the Glohe of Mav 2, 1001,
that the railwavs which more
especially serve the rural popula
tion of Ontario, “for the past
twentv vears have heen graduallv
advancing their freight rates. No
sweeping increases have arre-ted
public attention, hut hy small ad
vances here and there, consistentlv
maintained the rates have crept
up.” Then, expresslv and purelv as
an instance of a ceneral advance,
The Farming World added: “Twen-
ty vears ago. as an instance, the
Northern & Midland Railwavs «ar-
ried lumber to Toronto and Port
Hope for &1 a thonsand feet. and
now the rate is double that."

The relation of this in<tance to
the general pronosition is evident
“Viator'" anotes this centence, hut
suppres<es the important words ‘'as
an instance," and nroceels to give
an explanation of the admitted in-
crease in the rates. Then, on the
basis of this explanation, he pro-
ceeds as follows: “Then. argnine
from the particular to the general,
which is a vicious process, vou as-
sert that railway rates for all
kinds of freicht have heen increased

.throughout Ontario in the last
twentyv vears.” Tt will he observed
that “Viator'" asserts that The

Farming World quoted the instance
first and based its argument upon
it © whereas the fact is the reverse,
the instance having heen included
as a species of afterthought, to il-
Iustrate rather than prove a charge

which “Viator," it will be noted,
docs not attempt to answer, After
observing this example ol “Via-
tor's” method of argnment, The
Farming World does not fecl espece
tallvaffected by his gencral re
marks  npon correct methods
of argnment. “Viator' has in this
paragraph (1) misquoted, (2) mis-
ropresented The Farming Wor,d. As
for “‘Viator's" explanation, the
rate on Inmher, which he discusses,
was instanced at the annual mect-
ing of the Lumhermen's Associa-
tion held at Lindgav a year ago.
Tt may he agreed that lumbering
is a husiness in which conditions
chanve  rapidly, owing to  the
«hanging areas of production ; but
the Tumbermen did not seem satise
fied on this score.

“Viator's" defence against the
charge as to the high rates levied
<hipments ot apples to the
Northwest  comes  under  three
heads: €1) that the story is old :
‘2) that the rate has heen reduced
from §1.57 per hundredweight to
f1.05 per hundredweight 5 (1) and
that anvwav  the higher rate
(8250 per barrel) is not rnreason-
able. This is practically an  ad-
mission of the charge and a justifi-
eation of the hich rate. We fail to
seeany correction, for The Farm-
ine World was careful, as it has al-
ready heen pointed  out. to .tate
that the instances given were a
repetition of charges made a  full
venr The statement that the
rate has heen redueed we are glad
to nublish © it does not affect our
article, which  expressly  avolded
reference ta nresent dav rates. But
it is ne ohscrve  that
“Viator'™ makes no reference to the
point of the whole charge,
which was a comparison of the
low rate charged for cattle ro-
ine eastward with the high rate
for apples roine westward - €197 a
car for cattle from Prince Albert to
Montreal. as acainst €518 for an-
nles from Seaforth  to Prince Al-
hert. At the reduced fare men
tioned hy “Viator" the charee for
the anples wonld he not far from
donhle that for the cattle. Why is
this the ecspecially when we
hear that much of the movement
of freicht cars consists of the send-
inr of “emptics” westward to et
the western cattle and grain ? Are
the readers of The Farming World
satisfied  that the rate is justifi-
able. as “Viator" maintains ?

“Viator's' next paragraph is an
excellent example of his methods of
controversy,  An exvlicit and clear
statement in The Farming World
as to the manipulation of freight
rates so as to render impracticable
the shipment of mixed car loads of
fruit to Brandon is—shall we say
summarized >—by a statement that
this journal asserted that it was
“impossible’” to ship mixed car
Toads of fruit to Brandon : then, on
the streneth of the word “imnos-
sible,” which did not occur in The

npon
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essary  to

case

Farming World's article, he adds
some freight rate quotations which
convey the impression that such a
mode of shipment is recognized by
the railways. The statement by
The Farming World stands un-
touched, and indeed unchallengcd
by ‘“‘Viator," despite this disin-
genuous paragraph.

“Viator" next challenges the as
sertion, made by the late Mr. John
McMillan, as to a charge upon ap-
ples shipped from Seaforth to the
British market of five cents per
barrel, or $9 a car, more than up-
on apples shipped from Ingersoll or
Wingham. All that The Farming
World need sav upon this point is
that the late Mr. McMillan specifi-
cally stated that he himself had
this experience. This journal is
quite content to place Mr. McMil-
lan's testimony against ‘“Viator's"
assertion. In  this counection it
may be well to note “Viator's'" de-
fence, founded on certain rates
charged goods shipped from Inger-
soll, Wingham and Seaforth, as an
implied answer to the charge
that railwavs grant treatment
to competitive as against non-com-
petitive points so much more fav-
orable as to amount to great un-
fairness. As a summary of the
general state of affairs in this re-
spect may be quoted the remark
made by Mr. John Macdonald, the
senior partner of the very large
wholesale Ary goods firm of Tohn
Macdonald & Co., Toronto, upon
the proposition to surrcnder the
Intercolonial to the C. P, R.:

At present goods shipped from
Toronto arrive at their destination
at competitive points in the Mari-
time Provinces in about five davs,
hut goods shipped an equal dis-
tance to mnon-competitive points
frequently take from ten to fifteen
days to make the journey. Take
any competitive points in Canada
—London, Chatham, St. Thonas,
or anv other place—and you l*\'e
proof of the advantage of that
competition for business between
railwavs which would be lost by
the adoption of such a course as
suggested by the Halifax Board of
Trade. The instances to be found
throughout Ontario of the advant-
ages whick have followed the ad-
vent of competing railwavs are too
numerous and too well known to
require any protracted argument in
favor of competitive lines of trans-
portation."

The concluding portions of *Via-
tor's" letter are devoted to the
rates on cattle. Here his method
of argument is to assail the char-
acter of the report from which cer-
tain very telling statements were
extracted ; to oppose to this re-
port “Viator's" assurance that he
could not find such charges in the
tables of rates; and an exposition
of the vast proportions of the cat-
tle trade from Chicago. Now, the
report from which the facts cited
by The Farming World were quot-
ed was prepared in 1897 for and at
the instance of the Dominion Min-
ister of Agriculture, the author he-
ing a distinguished legal gentle-
man. The Farming World is quite
content to accept as an authority
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