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DREAMERS.

Some men are dreamers. Weo speak
of them as visionaries. They look far in-
to the future; they work for that which
is not at hand. Perhaps they are
impractioables, Pexhaps they exe.
Bometimes they do prove to be but idle
dreamers, and their lives are without
practical results. But not always, Bome
times we see them possessed of an ides
which controls them, which seems to
burn out their lives. The realization
seems to them to be near, but mot so
to us, They concentrate every thought
and effort toward their dream, but do
not realize it. Yet we see that they are
not failures; they die without the ful-
filment of their hope, but we see that
they have accomplished something,
even if it be no more than the stimula
tion of others to work for their dream.
Such are lonely men. They live in a
larger world; they have a wider hori-
zon, & more inspiring hope, but we say
they are out of touch with the actual
life. With a feeling of pity for them we
see them go down and leave to others
that which they could not aecomplish,
and which, it may be, at the time seem-
ed to be wholly impossible.

But the dreamers, the men who see
visions, they who live in that world that
extends beyond the visible, are the lead-
ers of the world. God spake to men in
dreame; at times when their eyes were
closed to the present he gave them
visions of the future, God yet speaks
to men dn dreams born of thought, of
knowledge of hidden forces and of faith,
They who hear him lovk up and out;
they feel themselves in touch with the
unseen, and they grasp for its powers
and possibilities. The young men and
the old are grouped together: “Your
young men shall see visions and your
old men shall dreamn dreams,” because
the Spririt of God is upon them, It is
more than the enthusiasm of youth;
the Spirit of God opens to themn ihat
which wnay be; he inspires them with
its glory, and they give themselves to
tho realization of the vision. It is unot
the weakness of age that speaks in
dreams of what shall Le and is now
near; the Spirit of God gathers up in
the minds of the old all that has been
wronght in the past, and opens to them
the promise of what he will do. They
dream of marvelous things, things so
warvelous that some turn aside with a
feeling of pity for the wandering mind.
And yet these are the leaders of tne
world. They have visions and they work
for what they believe to be in the fu-
ture. They give an inspiration that
commands a following,

These are the men of faifh, and it is
faith that overcomes the world, They
believe in the unseen and they seize
the curtains to draw them back and un-
veil to others what they have seen.
Paul thought of the people Leyond the
sea that lay before him; his Leart was
stirred as ha dwelt upon the possibili-
ties for the Gospel. He had reen its
power among the heathen, and remem-
bered his call to be a light to the Gen-
tiles. Then came to him the vision of
the man of Macedonia, and -Christian
Europe came to the day of power. We

do mot see visions without thought,
the moving of the heamt, with-
out the im comes from the

pulse that
past and the belief in the greatness of
God's purposes. Moses saw the burn-
ing bush on Horeb, and honollonhlj:
in

it. To every one who will stand on the
top of the mountain there is a grander
vision than that given to Moses on Ne
bo; & vision of the kingdom, with the
nations coming into it. They are as
yet dreaners who see it, but they are
dreamers of faith. They are persuaded
of the promise and press forward in the
assurance of it, They may not all come
into the possession of it, but others
will take up the leadership and enter
into the promise. “Thou shalt not go
over,” is said to many of us, but we
seo the good land that is beyond, and
know that the church of God will pos
sess dt; the vision even now is taking
shape in the reality.—Selected.

PRAYER.

Almighty Father, in whom we live,
and move, and have our being, we
thank Thee for Thy, merciful keeping
through another night, May the Day
Spring from on high visit us, and guide
us into the way of peace. All Thy

Sworks praise Thee, O Lord. “The eyes
of all wait upon Thee; and Thou givest
them their meat in due season. Thou
openest Thine hand and satisfiest the
desire of every living thing.” We ask
not for length of days, but we pray for
grace so to number our days that we
uay apply our hearts unto wisdom,
We would this morning go forth with
trustful and thankful heams, feeling
sure that the Lord will provide. Direct
our path, Heavenly Fatlrer, and grant
that all our works may be begun, con-
tinued, and ended én Thee, Should
dark clouds gather around us, and the
path of duty prove diflicult, may we
feel Thee near, and hear Thee say “Be
strong and of good courage,” May o
be our daily joy to dwell, as we desire,
in the circle of the presence of our
Master Christ, who said “Abide in Me."”
Amen.

MY RETREATS.
David ®mith in British Weekl)

1 bless Thee, Lord, that, when my life
Is as a troubled sea,

1 have, remote from its rough strife,
Harbours to shelter me.

I bless Thee for my home, where Love
Her sweet syng ever sings,

And Peace spreads, like a nesting dove,
Her gentle, brooding wings.

And for this chamber of desite
Where my dear books abide,

My constant friends that mever tire,
Teachers that never chide.

But chiefly for the Mercy seat,
Where every weary load

1 lay down at Thy gracious feet,
Jesus, my King, my God.

SAVING BY BELIEVING.

The Christian lifts others by believ-
ing in them. He sees in each the sub
ject of redemption. “According to thy
faith be it unto thee” means not only
“You can be saved if you balieve’'; it
weans also, “You can save others"—
save them by believing in them and in
God; save them, not according to your
foolish desires, but in accordance with
God’s dntention for thém, with the
original law of their being.—Charles
Gore, D, D.

The great principles of the religious
life which are fundamental ave univer-
=al, and have their chief evidence with-
in. “Paul did not go to Adam and
Genesis 40 get the essential testimony
about sin. He went to uexperience for
it. ‘T see,’ he says, ‘a law in my mem-
bers fighting against the law of my
nind, and bringing me irto captivity.
This is the essential t-stimony respect-

_ing sin to Paul—this rise of sin in his
own heart and in the heart of all the
men who hear him. At quite a later
stage in his ption of the religi

READ WISE

WISE WAYS TO
BOOK

There are two ways of doing anything
aud everything, & wight way and a
wrong way. The right way is always a
wise way, the wrong way is always an
unwise or foolish way. It goes without
saying, that the object of all reading
shovid be self-instruction and improve-
ment, and to this end we should incline
ourselves only to such reading as will

pli that  punp Qur books
should be good books, that is, wise
books, books that will build us up in
the strength of a good and right ohar
acter, and properly fit us for the battle
of life that lies before us. It is only
thus that we can be fitted for the great
purposes of life and take a useful part
in the world about us, We are com-
manded to get wisdom, to get under-
standing. “Let thy heart retain my
words; keep my commandiments and
live.” The fountain of all wisdom de-
clares—"Get wisdom, get understand.
ing. Forsake her mnot, and she shall
preserve thee; love her and she shall

keep thee. Let . not go from thee;
she is thy life.”
To read a seunseless, or a vicious

book, is @& erime against ourselves., It
adds nothing to our store of knowledge.
On the contrary, it weakens all the
powers of the mind on which we de-
pend for helpfulness, Besides it is a
wilful and wicked waste of time which
should be better employed. An hour
wasted may seem to us as a small mat-
ter. An hour too late may cost a for-
tune or a life. So a wasted bhour, in
case of fire or disease, may bring dan-
ger and destruction to our most vital
interests. Yet even if mo vital issues
depended, all waste of time dis sinful,
for time, is the warp into which life is
woven, and so wasted time is really so
much life wasted. Think for a moment
what & wasted hour each day means:
seven hours lost in a week; thre. hun
dred and sixtyfive hours, or thirtysix
<avs and a half of working time a year,
or dive years of time lost in fifty, Who
can afford such prodigal waste, Life is
short, time is precious, Precious labor
is needed on every side of us, and the
luborers are few. And shall we go on
trifling away the golden moments, move
precious than gems, and waste and
squander hours which gold could never
purchase nor tears could ever regain
for us again? Let us then seek the wis
dom that i« found in right doing, in
right study, while we may.

The Christian's life is not lived, nor
his victories gained by might nor by
power, but mental and moral instru-
mentalities, by faith and hope and love,
and dnward spiritual powers and ener-
gies. He who seeks to acquire these
can ounly «do it by wisely reading the
wiceat of all books, for it is the inspir-
ed expression of infinite wisdom as
well as infinite love. And its declara
tion is, “Wisdom is the principal thing;
therefore, get wisdom, and with all thy
getting get understanding. Exalt her,
and she shall promote thee; she shall
Lring thee to honor when thou dost em-
brace her. She shall give to thine head
an ornament of grace, a crown of glory
shall she deliver to thee, Hear, O my
son, and receive my sayings, and the
years of thy life shall be many.”

‘What, then, is the conclusion of this
matter but this: we should wisely
study that wisest of all books, the
Bible. There are many other good and
valnable books for us to read and study,
but this must always have the place of
honor, for it concerns our interests in
two worlds, With this book as their
guide, the weakest may be strong in
the Lord, and in the power of his
might, for Christ can give to them a
mouth and wisdom which all their ad-

life, in te a subordinate o‘pt'ouy,
and mere i of illustra-
tion, comes in the allusion to

ries “shall not be able to gainsay
mor resiat.”
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