THE GADABAS =
Miss Bessie Ohurehill

The Gadabas are & small aboriginal
tribe found in partsof the Viz tam
District. There are only s few v
of them, and these villages are

mear the base or in among the foothil
of the Western Ghats,

‘¥n appearance, in dress, in cnstoms, in
language, and in roli(ion,' they are quite
distinet from the Telugus, mear whom
they live. Their religion, ’ha'wet, has
been affected by their gontaet with
Hinduism, so thai tuey have adopted
some of their Hindu neighbore’. rites,
and the Brahmins have gainéd & marked

inflience over them; -eausing them to
Jeave their more simple reliﬁon. They
are looked on as & distinct caste by the
Hindus.

They have a language of their own,
which sounds more like that used by
hill tribes than like the Telugu; but this
language his never been reduced’ to
writing.

The men are not-distinguishable from
the Telugus in dress. weating ‘the loin
cloth and upper cloth as do the common
people of the humble eastes; but the
women ‘wear & very veeuliar eostume.

Their lower eloth is A yard long and
three-fourthe of a yard wide, and is sim-
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t arm. These two cloths
y.. themselves,
g:ing into the woods
sary bark, which, >
arating the pn)!,‘md drying, they weave
jnto their cloths, with broad alternate
stripes of navy blue aud crimson, 4
Tied over the lower cloth, at the buh

they wear a ‘‘bustle,”” composed
many strands of cord, also made from
bark, and weighing as much as three
or four pounds. Their. ornaments are
heavy and coarse,  On their wrists and
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arms they wear bracelets of brass, as
raany as they ean afford—=-15 or 20 being
00 uncommon sight. around their necks
théy wear chain upon chain of brass and
cowrie shells and bright beads.” On their
heads they wear a double row of hedvy
lead beads, and & string of eowrie shells,
from which hang a number of bits D‘
fine hrgss chain, over the forehead, like
the ‘*bangs’’ of & not far past period oc
our own Western eivilization. On their
ankles they have heavy ledd and brass
anklets. But a list. of their dedorations

is _not eomplets without a mention of
e brass

their earrin

gs. are o
wire, like rabbit wire.  The hole in the




