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The Circle Constitution.

(Continued.)

The last article of this series on the
two Constitutions deals with Article 5
of the Ciréle Constitution, which reads:
“1ts (the Cirele’s) Treasurer shall pay
all money ‘over to the Treasurers of the
Home and TForeign Women’s Uentral
Boards.”’ This is an article which has
boen violated #s much as,” if not more
than, any other one, and certainly with
most disastrous results to our work,

Every Cirele when it is formed presum-
ably adopts as its bbjeet of organization
tt4g gid the Women’s Baptist Home and
Foreign Missionary Societies of Ontario
aceording to the Constitutions of these
Societies.’’ = Counting on  this, the
Bonrids appointed by the representsﬁ{mn
of the Circles gathered in Convention,
make their estimates for the year ac-
cording to the inconie reeeived from the
Cireles tho previous yeat. When this
estimate has- been onee adopted and
word sent out that the Women'’s Circles
are to undertake this or that work; they
immediately become responsible for it
When, at.the énd of the year; they find
themselves in debt, or with a deficit, for
A larger or smaller amount, it is & very

serious: matter, both for the work and -

for themselves ns Uireles, %

Now, one of the chief causes of defi-
eit, and ineidentally one of the ¢hief
worries of those who are trying to man-
age the finances of the Circles, is the
diverting of part of our legitimate ine
eome into other treasuries than onr own,

A Cirele here or there hag had some

missionary. spesker from Africa, or:
me interested

Japun, or Arabla, has beco

and enthused in his or her story of the
work andl the needs, and on the spur of
the moient often, & grant of $5 or $10
or $25 is voted. Or, perbaps, in some
village or town. & new hospital is being
puilt, or a children’s shalter furnished.
The object appeals to the women of the
Baptist Church as fo others, and—they
help by the Circle sending money for
this objeet.

Now, this is not written, nor was this
article under discussion framed, . be:
enusy these outside objects, these mis-
wions in other lands, interdenomina-
tional or otherwise, these public ehari-
tios or even the renovating of one’s own
chureh home, are not entirely worthy ob-
jects, and deserving, perhaps, of enthus-
jastic support. But, the Mission Cireles
are not the ones to give that support.
The Cireles are formed for one object,
atd one object only; and that objeet is,
of course, to aid our women's Baptist
Mission work, They are not, and never
were, formed to aid missions in general.
They wete formed that the women of
our churches might undertake and
carry on work for women in India and
in Canada, ™ With thut understanding,
the General Bpard hams given into our
Yands large responsibilities; with, that
understanding - the = Women's Board
swhom the Cireles appoint .to attend to
the business, make their estimates of
the amount of ‘work the Cireles ean do
“in any one year, and pass th ir appropri-
ations aceordingly; with that under-
standing each Circle oughtfto be formed
and carried on. ;




