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examinati~On Of the mode of keeping the records in Seotland was so strongly

lat, aithotigl I had no speciflo instructions to that effeet, I thonghit it better

my returu for a few days with that abject, rather than leave the report

,,te. Mr. Hlardy, Deputy Keeper of the Records in London, furnished me

etter of introduction ta Mr. Williai Fraser, T>eputy Keeper for Seotla-nd,

hose guidance, and -with the help of MNr. Stair kgnew, Deputy Clerk Register,.

istrar General for Se<otand, as well as of the gentlemen at the 1,ead of the

brancqhes, 1 had an opportunity of obtaining a satisfactor~y view of the systeui

actical working. The remarks ah'eady qnoted from t'he Committee of 1836v

are than justice ta the admirable regalarity ta o fourd in the administration

riost important department of State. Iu the Regiater Office are concentrated

rda of the great intereata of the Seottish people, dividedt into twenty-thro

s-l1egal, hiatorical, landed,. comrial (inlibdin bankruptey), vital statis-
. Thre s oe geatadvntae pssesedby~ Sctnd over ]lngland in

eh arierpeiodinthe frme tanin he latter Rlngdom, and carýied1 on

ousy, nd hataltouh in times of war or tumult the records 'were
lly ake totheCastle et' Edinbnrgh far safe keeping, tliey were transferredL
-dorl maner ad ttaken back to their usual repositories in sncb condition

or io oly was necessary for t.hei r restoration ta their for mer state. Iu

atof the stepa taken with respect te thie English Records, it will ho seen
1617, JFames VI PI'Qjected a State Paper Office and an office for a generfil
)rauecer for alt mattors of record in JEagland. Long before that, the ParliamQent
land had made provision for the saine thing, ailthoiugh iuperfectly, and in that
L617) what was only a project in Eng1and boae a tact in Scotland, thio

into beig he esa obd, sup1pIementod by Acio passed in 1693 aUId

idnrnli with ÏA nat-ilardigti4bition of -nowers between the


