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"That has an ominous sound, as though you
were going to give me a death sentence ! Is my
case as bad as that ?"

"Not at all; but it calls for that disagreeable
frankness we all dislike in our friends and very
properly resent in mere acquaintances. I should be
enormously embarrassed to meet you until after

—

"

She paused and surveyed him once more, question-
ingly. The French lady was telling a story to the
whole company, and they were obliged to give heed
to it ; and as Archie failed to catch the point of it

Miss Perry very kindly gave him the clue. The talk
was general for a few minutes and then he begged
her to finish the sentence that had been left in the air.

"Oh, it doesn't matter! I think I was going to
say that it would be embarrassing to see you until

after you had given my little hints a trial. I'll

say now that just the orderly course of your life,

with four miles a day, no more, no less, isn't a bit

likely to get you anywhere. My treatment for such
a case as yours would be very drastic. I'd set you
some real stunts to do if you were my patient. May
tells me that they won't have you in the army, the
navy, or the flying corps, but I believe I could find

some excitement for you," she ended musingly.
" As, for example— ? " he asked, finding the French

lady conspiring with an attache of the Italian

embassy. "To meet the competition of the nerve
specialists, you'll have to be very explicit and tell

me exactly what to do."
" Right there is one of your troubles— living by

fixed schedules. You've never felt the world's
rough hand; you don't know life! .Clubs and
sanatoriums and week-ends in comfortable houses
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