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THE PBBINT lUPPLY.

It ii impossihle to ttate what quantity of Gterman potaah lalu there may b« atthe moment .n the Ammoan market, probably the stock is almost entirely in theHatds of the fertilizer nunufaoturen. who wiU find it more profitable to sell it inmixed goods, that is, with nitrogen and phosphoric acid aa complete fertilizers, rath*than to dispose of it aa the munate and sulphate directly to the fanner. The outlook
therefore, is that the*, latter compounds will be unattainable until such times aa afresh supply IS obtained from the Stasafurt mines. But aa it is stated on fairly no4authority that three^ighths of the annual supply wa. received before the war b^VUwxU be obTious that we are not yet entirely destitute.

». *^ J!^" "t ^h*^*?""* .°? "V^" •"PP'y '^" nat»«Uy l««l the manufacture,
to the putting out of brands witJi a low potash content; they will andeavour to make
their stock go aa far a. poesible. There will be brands containing two and three
per cent of potash that of late years contained eight or ten per cent. These will bem a large measure comparable to those on the market twenty years ago. It haa onW
been in quite recent years that the potash content in mixed fertilizers has been
raised, m responae to a demand from farmers (for a larger proportion of this element.
especiaUy in b-ands intended for petatoea. -; his demand ha. arisen more pari
ticularly from good returns from the uae of high potaah fertilizers on sandy Iomm
and soils nch in organic matter, but it is a n- ^iDr whether leault. generaUy. and
especially on soils containing a fair amoun > . >rrant the large dreaeing. of
potash that have of lata been nsed. Oeri. perimenta c^uctad by th.
Experimental Farm system hare not fumi-' .1 . » as to the profitable employ-
ment of high potassic fertilizers, on ordina.- good state of cultiration.

POSSIBLE COMMERCTAL S0DR0B8.

Before drawing attention to the farmer's home sources of potash it may be well
to attempt an answer to those inquiring if Canada haa not some larger sources of
potash—raw material—that could be worked oommercially and thus plaee us in an
independent position with regard to the German salts. She probahlv has such storesm orthoclase feldspar and certain allied minerals, in saline daposite at greater or
lees depths and in the seaweeds on her coasts, but hitherto these hare not been
commercially exploited for the reason that the eest of extraction of their potash
would not have permitted the product being placed on the open market in competi-
tion with the Stassfurt salts. And it is even now doubtful if capital could he induced
to venture on the scale necessary to success, sen'ng that the initial stages of such
an enterprise are seldom wholly successful and that the output of the German mines


