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Liberal Party’s Position on Some 
of the Important Issues of the Day---

The Liberal Platform

Unemployment of First Concern 
Liberation of External Trade 
Liberation of Internal Trade 

Development of Primary Industries 
Control of Credit 

Control of Investments 
Safeguarding of National Railways

The policies of the Liberal Party of Canada in 
relation to some immediate outstanding 
problems were set forth by its leader, the 
Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King, in the 
House of Commons.

The Liberal Platform

Democratization of Industry 
Restoration of Responsible Government 

Re-Assertion of Personal Liberty 
Electoral Reform 

A Balanced Budget 
International Relations 

More Equitable Distribution of Wealth

Unemployment of First Concern Liberation of Internal Trade
The Liberal party believes unemployment is 

Canada's most urgent national problem. It would 
deal with the present emergency conditions through
A REPRESENTATIVE NATIONAL COMMIS-
SION, which would co-operate with the provinces 
and municipalities in the administration of unemploy­
ment relief and in an adequate endeavour to provide 
work for the unemployed.

As permanent measures the Liberal Party is 
pledged to introduce policies which will serve to pro­
vide employment by reviving industry and trade; 
and to introduce A NATIONAL SYSTEM OF UN­
EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE.

Liberation of External Trade
i he Liberal party believes that trade is the basis 

of industrial and commercial development, and that 
Canada needs trade.

It will promote TRADE WITH ALL NATIONS 
and negotiate trade agreements with any countries 
willing to trade with Canada on a reciprocal basis.

It will ABOLISH the extravagant INCREASES 
IN THE I ARIhF made by the present administration, 
which have had die effect of strangling trade, exploit­
ing consumers and robbing railways of business.

It will ABOLISH ALL UNWARRANTED 
EX 1 RA FAXES cn imports, such as the exchange 
and dumping duties, as imposed by the present ad­
ministration.

It will end the making and altering of tariffs by 
executive action.

It will substitute STABILITY FOR UNCER-

â he Liberal party will seek to END ARTIFI­
CIAL PRICE CONTROL and agreements in restraint 
of trade. Price fixing by agreements restrict and 
hamper trade internally. The internal trade of our 
country has become honeycombed and enmeshed by 
secret understandings and agreements.

Development of Primary 
Industries

The Liberal Party, by its poVcies. will continue 
to further the development of agriculture, lumbering, 
mining and fisheries by effecting REDUCTIONS IN 
THE COSTS OF PRODUCTION of Canada s basic 
products and by obtaining WIDER MARKETS 
therefor, by encouraging export trade, and by state 
assistance in the marketing of natural products.

Control of Credit
The Liberal Party believes that credit is a public 

matter, not of interest to bankers only, but of direct 
concern to the average citizen. It Stands for the im­
mediate establishment of a properly constituted NA- 

I IONAL CENTRAL BANK to perform the functions 
of rediscount, and the control of currency issue, con­
sidered in terms of public need. A Central Bank is 
necessary to determine the supply of currency in re­
lation to the domestic, social and industrial require­
ments of the Canadian people; and also to deal with 
problems of international commerce and exchange.

Control of Investments
The Liberal Party believes the financial mis­

management of industry is largely responsible for

Safeguarding of National 
Railways

The Liberal Party stands for the maintenance of 
the integrity of the Canadian National Railways as 
A PUBLICLY OWNED AND PUBLICLY CON­
TROLLED SERVICE.

Democratization of Industry
The Libeia) Party believes that INDUSTRIAL 

RECONSTRUCTION is the problem of the future. 
It will seek in industrial relations ns opportunity of­
fers. to give to workers and consumers a larger share 
in the Government of industry.

Restoration of Responsible 
Government

The Liberal Party believes that the present crisis 
has been made an excuse for the usurpation of the 
rights of parliament and the assumption of autocratic 
powers by the executive. Liberalism stands, as al­
ways, for the principle of A FREE PARLIAMENT, 
and for the supremacy of parliament. To this end 
it would repeal the legislation enacted by the present 
administration, which deprives parliament of its con­
trol over expenditures and taxation, and invests the 
executive with unwairanted arbitrary powers, as for 
example :

( I ) legislation permitting the executive to enact 
measures by order-in-council for peace, order and 
good government, and

(2) legislation providing the executive with a 
' blank cheque" for expenditures of any kind.

Re-Assertion of Personal Liability

Electoral Reform
The Libetal Party stands for the electoral laws 

which will ensure A TRUE PARLIAMENTARY 
REPRESENTA HON of the Canadian people and 
such legislation as may help to REDUCE THE 
COST OF ELECTION CAMPAIGNS.

A Balanced Budget
The Liberal Party believes the aim of every gov­

ernment should be the balancing of its budget.

It would seek to effect that end by RETRENCH­
MENT OF PUBL.1C EXPENDITURES, by REDUC­
TION OF PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST ON THE 
PUBLIC DEBT by a REDUCTION IN TAXATION 
and by INCREASING REVENUES through the en­
couragement of trade.

It will seek to effect a REDUCTION OF THE 
COS f OF GOVERNMENT in Canada by a careful 
inquiry into federal, provincial and municipal costs.

International Relations
1 he Liberal party will seek to further wherever 

possible those courses in international relations which 
make for PEACE and GOODWILL among nations, 
and promote friendly intercourse between them. It 
will seek to further the work of the League of Nations.

More Equitable Distribution 
of Wealth

The Liberal Party recognizes that the problem
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