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long. To be honest, it 
looks childish . . . ama­
teurish . . . it’s very 
difficult to read . .

But i t got your atten­
tion, didn’t it?

From a telephone con­
versation with a mind 
boggl ingly important ma­
gazine editor who shall 
remain name less, 
there’s really no point 
in insisting I tell you, 
because I really have no 
intention of revealing 
her position on liposuc­
tion — no really, the 
experience is what’s im­
portant, not dropping 
names, so I really should­
n’t ... we11 ... al- 
right : the magazine op­
poses liposuction.

( I ’vebeengettingalot 
of letters lately about 
the length and structure 
of my sentences. People 
generally object to long , 
complicated sentences 
which run on and on and on 
and on and never seem to 
come to a conclusion, so 
that by the time you actu­
ally do get to the end your 
mind has wandered to when 
the pub closes or whether 
anybody really cares 
about Meech Lake and 
you've completely for­
gotten how the sentence 
started or what it was 
about or — well, you get 
the idea. As it happens, 
this isnotamerestylis- 
tic flaw ; it is esthetic 
choice. Run-on sentences 
combine a maximum of in­
formation with a minimum 
of punctuation, is isn’t 
that what progress is all 
about?

But, I digress. )
Psychologists have re­

cently developed psycho- 
met r i c models (haven’t 
you always wanted to use 
that phrase in a sent­
ence?) of writers , typ­
ing them according to 
what they write with. 
People who use compu­

ters, for instance, are 
generally bland, offi­
cious, deferential to 
authority,coldly ration­
al, boring in short, the 
perfect target audience 
for New Age Mus i c .

People who use typewri­
ters are old-fashioned 
( psycho-speak for stuck 
in the past), technopho­
bic, sentimental, not 
particularly wealthy or 
distinguished. They tend 
to wear bowties (which 
isn’t too attractive on 
women) and be unimagina­
tive in bed . Now , people 
who write with crayons, 
an admittedly small 
group, are bold, imagin­
ative, individualistic, 
unconcerned about the 
opinions of others and 
good dancers nine times 
out of 10 ( plus or minus 
three percentage points 
19 times out of 20) . They 
are aljso the bane of 
every typesetter’s exis­
tance .

Now, I ’ m not suggesting 
that everybody should 
write with crayons ; the 
evidence speaks for it­
self. Still the argu­
ments are impressive: 
for one thing, you can’t 
chew the top off an apple 
computer. For another, 
you don’t get cramped 
fingers, back problems 
or headache from cra­
yons, although you can 
get lead poisoning if 
you’re too enthusiastic 
about chewing the heads 
off them. And of course, 
there’s the Margaret At­
wood argument .

So, in conclusion, let 
me just say that . . . umm , 
well, actually, there 
isn’t really much to say 
in conclusion. I guess 
I’ll just have to try to 
string things out, to 
keep adding words until I 
run out of . . .

Am I post-modern or 
what?
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Let’s face it: you can’t 
fit a computer into your 
pocket. Besides, with 
all the fancy spelling 
and grammar check func­
tions you get today, you 
run the risk of discover­
ing that your computer is 
a better writer than you 
are . ( 1 ‘This novel was 
written by the latest 
generation IBM PC, with 
thehelp ofIrvingSchlits- 
burg? ’ ’ No, it’s too hor­
rible to comtemplate! ) 
Even today’s laptop com­
puters, portable, but 
with limited memory, 
have a serious drawback : 
if you get caught in the 
rain with one, you could 
be electrocuted.

Talk about user-unfrien­
dly!

Now you may think I ’ m a 
neanderthal (alright I 
may be a neanderthal), 
but I write with an HB

Delivery Hour»
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 11Æ0 a.m.to 2:00 a.m. SUNDAY 400 p m. Io200.a.m.

s o

• W/Mi
Vo**

$69
(r~ Hotel Package

t $99a
Full Package 
(Hotel/Bus)

Add S20 00 tax & service charge

Your Hi Life “Winter Heat” Package Includes:
• High quality accomodation for 2 fun filled 

nights
• Return transportation by modern coach, 

all coaches are equipped with air 
conditioning, washroom and reclining 
seats (some have VCR's!)

• Hi Life activities - Pre-New Year Bash
• Merchandise, Food and Night Club 

Discounts for tour participants
• Computerized reservations to ensure (Z

accuracy. /)
• Experienced Hi Life staff on location to ■ 

serve your needs.
• This much fun should be illegal

Quebec's age of majority is 18 ’

crayon . My preferred co­
lour is avocado but
there’s nothing like a 
combination of beach and
burgundy to really get 
somebody’s attention. 
And, let’s get real for a 
second : standing out 
from the rest of the gar­
bage is what it’s all 
about :
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Well, there’s no po­
lite way of putting this, 
so I ’ll just come out with 
it: the story is written 
in crayon. ’ ’

That’s right. ’ ’ 
‘‘Don’t they let you 

. . . umm, let you have 
anything else to write 
with where you are?

North York?
‘ ‘Umm, yes, well, look: 

your story is only 1,000 
words, but it’s 80 pages
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