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Headed agricultural project"BEST PICTURE"
AND

"BEST DIRECTOR" Davis home from Kenya
By BRENDA WEEKS 

York geography professor J. 
Tait Davis is back in Downsview 
now after spending five years in 
Kenya, as head of a project to 
develop the country’s subsistence- 
level agriculture into a com­
mercial industry.

Davis and the team of Canadian 
experts went to Kenya in May of 
1970 on an invitation from the 
Kenyan government.

“I was the field director of the 
project,” Davis told Excalibur on 
Monday, “and I am proud to have 
been a part of it. It was a slow 
start because we figured we could 
just put the recipe in front of the 
Kenyans and have the project ac­
complished in five years.
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“MAGNIFICENT ENTERTAINMENT, 
SUMPTUOUS, LUSH, GORGEOUS, 

THRILLING, HAUNTING... 
TRANSPORTING THE VIEWER IN A WORLD 
OF LONG AGO. AND CREATING THE KIND 

OF MAGIC FEW MOVIES ACCOMPLISH AND 
FEW DIRECTORS ATTEMPT IN A LIFE TIME.”
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statement now, the programme £ 
will have to be continued until |
December of 1977. We discovered J 
very soon that the Kenyans had | 
not reached a point where all the °
necessary technical details were available from the past two years. According to Davis, the first 
available. We had to search through files to step in the programme was to

“This meant adjusting ac- read about case histories that had outline projects and plan their im- 
cording to the reality of the dif- failed, and then make recom- plementation. 
ferent kinds of data that were mendations from there.”
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HHtmiNMINTuniversity There were 
problems with improving ef­
ficiency, modification of budgets 
(“There’s never enough money”) 
and development of com­
munication channels with the 
various ministries and people in 
the field.

The ultimate phase of the 
programme simply involved 
training the Kenyans “to do what 
we were doing” in terms of 
project planning, budgeting, 
management and coordination.

Davis described how he worked 
five and a half days a week, 
always in the face of a new crisis. 
He considers Kenya an atypical 
third world country — further 
developed and more progressive 
than many others. The Kenyans 
are very sophisticated and .in­
telligent, said Davis, and would 
smile knowingly at the in­
structions of some American 
visitor, and then just continue 
what they were doing in their own 
way. “And contrary to what most 
students think,” he added, “Kenya 
is not in the midst of tropical 
jungle and situated on the 
Equator. It is just the opposite; 
the climate is more like spring all 
year round.”
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Summing up his stay in Kenya, 
Davis said, “It is amazing what 
can be done when local energy is 
harnessed.” “One must ask the 
people what is possible as well.”

Now that he has left Kenya and 
is back teaching at York, Davis 
said of the project and the country 
he has left behind: “it’s time for a 
new bunch of guys with â new en­
thusiasm and a fresh viewpoint on 
the problems to take over.”
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Two months for $195.
Everything 
You always 
wanted to 
know about 
Jesus*

Student-Railpass covers 100,000 miles of track in thirteen European countries, all 
the way from the Arctic to the Mediterranean. And $195 buys you unlimited 
Second Class rail travel for two whole months. i
On a student’s budget that’s some deal. In fact, the only thing cheaper is thumbing it 1
or wearing-down your heels. Besides that, the trains are fast (some zip along at 100 mph), Ë 
clean, comfortable and fun. You can go and come whenever you like. And M
you’ll meet more Europeans than you would on the road. *
Trains are dynamite. But how about ferries, lake cruisers 
river boats and hydrofoils? Student-Railpass covers them, 
too. And it’ll even get you discounts on motorcoach trips.
If you want to do it big and mingle with the First Class 
types, think about Eurailpass. Same places, same trains 
(First Class, though), in two-week, three-week, one-month, 
two-month and three-month passes.
To get a Student-Railpass, you have to be a full-time 
student, under 26. And both Student-Railpass and 
Eurailpass are sold here through a Travel Agent.
You won’t be able to buy them in Europe. So plan ahead.
We’ve got a big country waiting.
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Sounds like an incredible bargain Please send me 
free information on Eurailpassand Student-Railpass
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