Prices rise

before curtain

by Donalee Moulton

Neptune Theatre has an-
nounced its new fall and
winter season. Under the
directorship of internationally
acclaimed John Neville, the
new season will be substan-
tially shorter and more costly,
particularly for students.

Student and senior citizen
prices for 77 - 78 were $14.00
for the seven plays. This year
the price has jumped to $24.00
for the same seats with only a
$1.50 student/senior citizen
discount. There are $17.00
seats available but only in the
back rows of the balcony can
you and a friend buy tickets
and sit together. The $17.00
auditorium seats are on the
end of the aisle and are
singles only.

Last year's subscription
rates included 7 plays, five in
the winter season and two dur-
ing the summer. This year's
subscription includes only the
winter fare. Christine Flem-
ming, director of Public Rela-
tions, says there will be a sum-
mer season but neither the
number of plays to be per-
formed or the cost has been
decided. Thus the cost of a

For the student the average
cost of a play last year was
$2.00, and that says Flemming
is part of the reason prices
rose, ‘‘The feeling of the
theatre is that we cannot give

seats away for that little. We :
have 150,000 deficit and to

make this theatre worthwhile
we cannot give away two dol-
lar seats.”

A full 25% of last year's
subscribers were students. To
date only 12% of those who
have subscribed are students,
and Flemming says that,
“We’'ve had a lot of complaints
from students. Its a major con-
cern here.”

Flemming says the primary
reason for the drastic increase
is the ‘tremendous over-
spending’” that has been the
trade mark of past directors.
She added that as prices have
increased, department bud-
gets have decreased and
prices have risen to bring in
more revenue.

When informed that the
groups suffering most from
this increase were students
and senior citizens Flemming
stated that she had not been
aware that was the case and
she would discuss it with both

subscription is even higher
than it appears on paper.

the general manager and the
artistic director.

Neptune Theatre has just released its fall/winter sub-
scription brochure and hidden behind the pictures and praise
is news of a startling price increase in student rates. Not only
have prices nearly doubled but the season has been shor-
tened, freewheeling tickets have not been reinstated, and it
appears as if the $2.00 rush ticket policy is to be abandoned.
What this means is that you pay more money and have less of
a choice.

Students make up a large proportion of Neptune's sub-
scribers—a large enough proportion to worry if students
start to withdraw their support. In monetary terms the Nep-
tune cannot afford to lose their student subscribers. Nep-
tune has already started to receive complaints from students
and they appear worried. If students don't subscribe and do
phone in or write a complaint there seems a good chance
that prices will be reduced for the summer season and sub-
scription rates will be dropped to a reasonable price for next
year's season.

Neptune may be in financial trouble but it is not the
responsibility of students to pay for Neptune's past over-
spending.

by donalee moulton

the Dalhousie Gazette/12 October 1978/15

: ‘by Gregory J. Larsen

Having not seen the Drey-
uss flicks of the past | can't
eally compare or contrast
hem with his latest produc-
‘tion The Big Fix. Indeed his
performance does live up to
everything that has been said
about him, butin this case it is
his remarkable excellence that
allows this film to work at all.
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The plot of this Universal
ipicture, directed by Jeremy
aul Kagan, becomes so in-
fvolved with anything and
everything that the audience
#is not sure where it is all
aking them. In retrospect it is
gquite clever, but it has taken
ime a day or so to totally
gunderstand just how every-
§thing connects. It’s one of
gthose films that seem to have
kdrawn from all of the recent
reats [Nashville, Taxi Driver,

#tried to scotch tape them all
ogether (in Celluloid) to form

ion. Unfortunately The Big
ix reminds me of one of those
@better than average TV detec-

_plex loose ends in the remain-

eaving the audience in a con-
fused muddle.

hinatown, McQue], and has j§8

successful cohesive produc-

ive series, that in fifty-five |

minutes carefully builds an j
~excellent story, and then tries &
o pull together all of the com- xSl

ing five minutes, invariably R

Such is my view of this
nostalgic film which thinks
back to those glorious days in
the sixties when riots, strikes,
demonstrations, etc., were so
in vogue. All of this is seen
through the eyes of quasi-
detective Moses Wine (Drey-
fuss), who also plays babysit-
ter, breadwinner, and bach-
elor.

This film has some tragic
moments in which it desper-
ately uses Dreyfuss for the
sole purpose of comic relief.
His performance reveals all of
his dramatic talent in addition
to his comical abilities, but of
course comedy is what he is so
highly regarded for anyway.

See this new picture, not
necessarily for the film itself,
but at least for your first or
another glance at Dreyfuss’
continuing genius.
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OPEN: 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. MON. - FRI.
SATURDAY -10a.m. - 7p.m.
5980 SPRING GARDEN RD., TEL. 429-0015

“NO APPOINTMENTS”
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