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Real Students

It means Confront-Confront

“What this Union needs is real Students”

The above slogan was once the basis for the platform
of a candidate for the presidency of the Canadian Union
of Students.

He lost, but the statement remained relevant.

In their development from a service-oriented organiza-
tion to a socially-oriented union, the delegates and leader-
ship of CUS have attempted to analyse and rectify the prob-
lems which students face. Some of these deal directly with
education, some do not.

When people deal with problems and obtain little suc-
cess, they get impatient. CUS delegates and workers are
no exception to this. Consequently by 1968, CUS policy
reflected long-range solutions which were auite radical.
It espoused disenchantment with normal channels for
change, and solidarity with people’s struggles throughout
the world. But the local membership of CUS i. e. you, the
students at Dalhousie often saw little relevance in this
sort of policy. I suggest that this is precisely because the
majority of students have not been collectively involved
in attempting to solve the problems of Canada and of Ca-
nadian students.

CUS Congress 1969 responded to this dilemma by con-
centrating on issues and problems related more directly
to the day-to-day life of students; in particular, unem-
ployment, housing, course content, and accessibility to edu-
cation.

One of the major commissions at the Congress was
that on Education. We tried to arrive at a common under-
standing of course content and structure. The basic theme
was that education presently serves the function of justify-
ing our society and teaching people how to adapt to it.

Not only does education serve to perpetuate the status
quo, but the concepts and methods are imported largely
from the United States. Even the content is basically Am-
erican. Canadian examples may be thrown in as an after-
thought, eg. Samuelson’s text on economics, but the Ameri-

Milton’s Own Bag

Dear Milton,

Cheerleaders!! God damn it: They know nothing
about the game and yet they prattle on. Rah Rah Sis
Boom Bah. Why in God’s name do girls in University
prostitute themselves in freezing weather and pour-
ing rain? What is the answer, Milton?

Signed, a disturbed Harry Chest

Dear Hare Bare,

You're right; you're right; you are right Harry
Chest and it is about time someone got up and shout-
ed “Screw Cheerleaders!” On this green earth I
can think of nothing more useless than a beautiful,
long legged, shapely young lovely, especially when
you can watch those neat guys all day and not be
bothered by icky girls.

While their social tweeny masquerade goes on
Harry, it is my belief that a cheerleader already
has one foot in the bawdy house door and I'm sure
you feel the same way. As this is a problem close to
my true self, perhaps we should meet somewhere
and talk about it after the next game. Say, Harry,
why not in the locker room?

Yours forever, Milton
Dear Milton,

In the past John Graham represented to me a
nice cigar chomping white knight. How my friends
are saying that Mr.-Graham is everything from a
little Caesar to the past cha cha champion of the
Arts Annex, and one girl I know said he was the
closest thing to a Blue Meanie she had ever encount-
ered. Clear my brain please Milton?

Signed, Dusty Nales
Dear Dusty,

It's funny, you know, but I always passed Mr.
Graham off as just another pretty face, but now in
‘digging for an answer to your queries, I came up
with some knowledge that might disperse your fog-

In an article in Argosy, I discovered that one
John Graham purchased from a Henry Hicks one
building known as the SUB and paid for his acqui-
sition a handful of trinkets and beads. With the build-
ing also came the right to marry and divorce all
those within its confines and also the power to reg-
ulate the conception of children by the faculty of an
aforesaid Dalhousie College. This right I later
learned was revoked in 1968 by Dave Stevens of the
Building Bungling Board so we can forget about that
one. In faet, Dusty, if I were you, I would just forget
about John Graham. If you forget about him he will
no doubt forget about you too. .

Signed, Milton the Mouth
P.S. A promise to my six readers: if you write to
‘me, I'll write to you.

can domination of our economy is undoubtably reflected
in our educational institutions. Where is the story of the
Canadian Indian and his subjugation? Why did a “‘respon-
sible” government allow our resources to be raped by
American capital? Why does sociology use an equilibrium
model of a society which is infested with basic inequali-
ties?

In order to criticize our society and the tenets which
underlie it; more importantly to act towards changing it,
students must learn to challange the ideology of the uni-
versity and organize to orient it toward relevant questions.

This means study — study the oversights of literature
analysis, study the implications of engineering and medi-
cine in terms of whom that knowledge serves, study the
value positions of explanations in social science which
claim to be impartial.

It means confront — confront mystical explanations,
confront irrelevance, confront the use (or lack of it) to
which knowledge is put.

It means organize — organize in a course, Organize in
a Department, organize in the University.

It means demand — demand student control over curri-
culum, demand that experts in a field act responsibly
with their skills, demand that courses become relevant
to the problems which we as citizens shoud be solving.

Much of this strategy is aimed toward the building of
a Critical University. As well as transferring knowledge
and expertise, an education should develop the capacity
of students to fundamentally question the nature of their
society and the power relations which maintain it.

This involves more than the free flow of ideas. It means
testing those ideas in practice.

At Dalhousie — does economics teach us about struc-
tural under-development; does Sociology teach us about
cultural deprivation and the class system; does engi-
neering explain why new buildings or machines are con-
structed 1n capitalist society; does biology explain why
pollution remains a crucial question; does history deal
with people’s struggles which are so obscured in our
annals? If not, why not? If so, what then?

As the raison d’etre of educational institutions, students
must pose these questions. No-one else will. As the onus
for this work must lie at the local level, what this union
needs is real students!

CUS and Housing

In a letter to delegates of the Canadian Union of Students
Congress, Dalhousie’s housing situation was named one of the
worst two in the country. At registration, six hundred Dal stu-
dents — that's 14% of the full-time enrollment — were without
places to live. There is a waiting list of 100 at Shirreff Hall
alone.

In view of the upcoming referendum on C.U.S. membership,
it should prove valuable to consider what C.U.S. does with such
vital issues.

First - C.U.S. does consider the housing problem to be of

key concern to students, and therefore to its own programme.
Housing was one of the areas discussed at the recent CUS Con-
gress. ;
Publications providing background information are available
to all students from CUS — directly, or thromgh CUS outlets
Besides general information, some papers deal with specific
aspects — such as the establishment and operation of student
co-op housing. A new and up-dated set of information is being
prepared currently and will be available shortly.

The policy evolved at the CUS Congress was that student
housing problems could not be isolated from the housing prob-
lem in general and that “the crisis must be attacked from an
overview,” Mere stopgap measures could not hope to alleviate
the problem. Several policies recommended by the Congress
included that municipal zoning regulations should allow for
maximum use of existing accommodation, that tenants asso-
ciations must be encouraged and supported, and that research
must be undertaken.

With regard specifically to student housing, CUS policy is
that residence decisions must be made by the residents them-
selves, that-students share in planning of all new residences,
and that housing increases must keep pace with enrollment
increases.

Specific action that the CUS Secretariat was direcied to take
include further research and data collection, and the production
of a housing Handbook and housing Bulletin to keep students
aware of all pertinent news and information. Information on
government regulations, housing experiments, resources will
be included.

A few points are illustrated by the foregoing outline:

1) That CUS sees student problems in the context of the
whole society; there is the realization that the university — in-
cluding students — does not exist in a vacuum.

2) One of CUS main functions is as a resource centre.
Plenty of material — publications, advisory personnel, field-
workers, speakers — are available to Dal students to help with
our problems. Or do you think we have none?

3) CUS doesn’'t DO things for students. It can provide us
with information, ideas, experience, and inspiration. But it can-
not — and should not — fight our battles for us. Our problems
aren’t in Ottawa — they're here — on Dalhousie campus, in Hali-
fax, and in Nova Scotia. It's up to the local union — and that
means the local students — to struggle to cure what ails us.
CUS can help and support us, but it can't doit for us.

Jeanie Macdonald

_pos'ethey. SErve Of campus,

The Chaplains

On the third floot of the SUB there is a door which
some would call relevant to campus life while others
would ask “what for?’ The sign on the door says

The chaplains live in 3 world of student tranma and
puzzlement that rarely makes the front page of this er

“any other university newspaper. As a consegjence many
. students who do not have problems(?) or at least never

sought help from the Chaplains often w_w'?nd_er what pur-
" The majority of students never see the interior of
the Chaplains Dffice. The Roman Catholic Chaplain,
Res. Gordon MacLean, says that he sees sbout 400 out
of 1606 Roman Catholic students on campus during the

_ school year. However, he feels that this is all that one

could expect to reach and his office does seem to be

busy most of the time, there being two people waiting

to see him while I was interviewing him.

Sex, God, and Adjustment




