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Gateway column attacked by readers

Re: Randal Smathers’ editorial
"Sexist allegations...”

What kind of low, base, vile,
.degrading energy that produces.
faculty weeks are you talking about?
We of the Faculty of Home Eco-
nomics Students Association and
organizers of Home-Ec Week take
offense at your article of November

21, 1989. We are not an apathetic
faculty and we do not find it ne-
cessary to libel public figures and
offend most of the campus popula-
tion to involve our students and
have some fun.

For your edification, Randal,

Home-Ec Week follows Engineering
Week beginning January 15, 1990.
Activities this year will include a
hayride, a walking rally, noon hour
information forums and a cabaret
at Dinwoodie. The activities are
opento all students and guaranteed

to offend no one.

Perhaps 1990 will be the year in
which Home-Ec gets the attention
and publicity it deserves from The
Gateway.

Tamara Tuchak, FHESA
[ X N ]

Bridge sexism not satirical

On Wednesday, Nov. 22in SUBa
reporter from The Edmonton Jour-
nal asked my opinion on the Jan
Reimer article in The Bridge news-
paper. | was given an opportunity
to read the article and | did so,
warily. My replies to the reporter’s
questions were muddled: | only
knew that | was offended and that |
wished to avoid acknowledging the
article.

| now realize that this desire to
say nothing and do nothingisapart

of the problem that many women
encounter when faced with such
blatant sexism. This problem is a
feeling of powerlessness — not
feeling able to do anything.

- Andso I question the argument,
expressed by some engineering stu-
dents, that the article is satirical.

Satire is a coming together of
humour and criticism: there is no

humour in the degradation of Jan
Reimer or any other woman, and if

this article is to be considered cri-
ticism, it must be a criticism of Jan
Reimer. .

Thereis a widely accepted theory
that sexism results, in part, from
men’s fears and feelings of inade-
quacy when faced with the changing
status of women (ie. power being
acquired). If the aim of the article is

to criticize Jan Reimer as a woman

in her role as mayor, then this
theory of sexism not only seems

more valid, it tends to be reinforced
by such writing.

Come on boys (my female’intui-
tion guides me in believing that it
was not a woman engineering stu-
dentwho wrote the article), turning
back the clocks to a time when
having a woman mayor for our city
was unthinkable is just not possible
anymore. Don't tire yourselves out
in a futile battle — adapt.

Roxanne Anger
G. Arts |

It seems you have confused fac-
ulty pride and energy with miso-
gyny. You know misogyny, don’t
you, Mr. Smathers? It’s that phen-
omenon that prompts derogatory
comments like, “"when’s the quilting
bee?” It’s also that nasty concept
that ignorantly compares the in-
clusion of a spinach dip recipe in a
publication to the degradation and
humiliation of the female spiritand
body in a campus paper.

Misogyny, Mr. Smathers, is that
universal idea that keeps the en-
gineering faculty and yourself from
understanding that any continuation
or defense of this type of action is
dehumanizing, disgusting, and in-
excusable. 1 would appreciate a
lesson from Mr. Smathers on just
what the “bounds of reason” are
for the violation of human dignity.

K. Colvin
Arts 1l
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