ILet’s get ready
to rrrrum-ble

”... And now, let’s get ready
to rrrrum-ble. Our feature event
is in the middleweight division.
Twelve rounds of boxing for
the World Boxing Council
title.” The usual start to a most
unusual fight.

"In the blue corner... this
fighter weighed in at a surprising
159 pounds (when you consider
he weighed almost 190 only
months go). His record was 64-
1 before the Deluge, and 20-3
since. He is a perfect example
of why fighters should retire
before they get old... formerly a
great three-time world’s champ-
ion, now a washed-up bum:
Roberto Duran... Duran.” All
true, except that Duran looked
in great shape. His chest was
bigger around than his waist
for the first time this decade —
could he be ready?

”And in the red corner, the

frame.
Still, it went to the judges,

| who could have easily given |
Barkley extra credit for being |.

busy. or who could have failed
to note that Duran was slipping-
most of what The Blade was
throwmg, and given the call to |
Barkley. -

Last Friday 'night, Duran
gave a performance worthy of
his old reputation as one of the
toughest men ever to enter. a
ring. He has lost some of his
animal instincts, to be sure; the
ones that led him to spit on
Sugar Ray Leonard’s ‘wife be-

fore their first fight. He even |

hugged Barkley after their bout,
but I doubt that he’ll ever be
remembered as a gentleman.

Still, this fight and one more
similar performance against
‘Leonard this: year could let
Duran go out a champion, near
the peak of his game. I only

Vince Ashton (L) trips up Golden Bear Howie Draper. The Bear shelled NAIT 11-4. Story on p 16.

Clutch win puts Bears on top

Bears host playoffs vs Manitoba on Friday

guarantee first place, complicated

taken three of four games over

hope that he snocecds

by Alan Small
"For the fourth year in a row,
the U of A Panda gymnastics
-team are Canada Wesl champ-

ions.

~ Last year’s national all-
around champion, Diane Pat-
terson, took the west title that
was held last year by teammate

~mann finished thnrd in the
_competition.

However, in the individual

Michele Hannemann. Hanne-

Pandas finish first. Again

Bears win third on ruling

events, Hannerhann won three

of four over Patterson, who
“took a first place in her specialty,
the uneven parallel bars. Hanne-
mann won the rest. :

On the vault, Patterson,
finished third behind Hanne-
mann, she finished second
Hannemann on the floor. On
the bars, Hannnemann finished
fourth. Monica Kmech, who
was fourth overall, finished fifth

-on the bars, second on the
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At home of higher place
semi-final winner,

* Alberta awarded first place. The teams

tied their four-game seasonal series at

22, but Alberta outscored Calgary 19-18.

balance beam and the floor
exercises. Michelle Graham,
who finished fith overall, also
had sixth place showings on the

. ‘bars and the balance beam.

Dana Albert finished second on’
the beam and sixth on the floor.

The western win should leave
the Pandas in fine shape to

~ defend their natmnal title.

On the men’s'side, the Bears
finished third, on a technicality.

- The Bears uctunlly finished

fourth, but the Calgary Dinos
were disqualified for not using
the required four all-around

- gymnasts. That moved the Bears

to third, one place lower than

they finished one year ago. -
Individually, Joe Freedman

finished sixth in the overall. He

-also had a third place finish on

the parallel bars. Brad. Law
finished ninth overall and also
scored a 17.05 on the pommel
horse, good enough for fourth
place in the west.

Rob Reid’s 40.7 score in the
overall competition should get
him to the nationals as well,
held on March 10 in Calgary.
Last year, the Bears finished
sixth in the country.




