
affairs. %h sens,~pbeabodyof op~inion in Çan-~
adata conides Miim the stereotype of dgt-wing
po(", a- ,symbôo of a voa mlnority that encom-.
passes veryone frasilthe Moral Majority ta Barry

1 also>usd oadbretotisv.w.taisofead reports
about the president beginning work at 10 a.m. and
retrin 4 A é,i$iheeUs t isweillknown tbat Jîmmy
carter *otdcfes put in 15-hour da»s to co)mplete
his workload. But therein lies.the key ta thle Reagan
poesidenc'., Carter was a sincere man, who did bis

bt t6 conduct a fair international and domestic
rlkcy.'tagmayor may nothbe sincere; but he is a

9 y-vibl prsient ad, môweover, one who
doernct tryto caver every a:pectof hlsjob.,
Reaganis a syrubolic president, and In,, age dom-

in afrd by TV sareçns, thîs is-highly important. ibi, s is
nt to say that he bas no reaL awihorlty - lndeed It wilI
be argued below that e lbas too niucb -~ but ratber
that 'initbe 1900s it 's less important th.atte natlon's-
leader s involved Mttb everydetail of currettpoicy.
[nsteaçd, Americans have a father figure;qnd Reagan's
advanced age can actually work tis ad icvantage. Me
can distance hitnself from the ribaldconfrotations
that characterzedthe MondaleHaft nomnaton bat-
te, and appear before the cameras as a benign well-
meaning ma. i friendly and approachable.

Does Reagan, then have any dlearly formulated
policies of his own? What about bis anti-Soviet pro-.
nouncem'entsfor example? Do these not represent,
the tfue tougbsQof this ma nClearIy, Reagan bas his
own thoughs about the, USSR, and, they are steeped
in 195OVs rhetoricGBut again we. bave an exatnple of a

SYMboflc.leader. By denouncing Soviet policies, the
léader is ostensibly reflecting the opinions of the
pçope at large, or rather a very vocal minorlty tbat
believes the U.S. needs a strong stance against Soviet
Incursions. Wben be speaks abouýt tbe Soviet-Cuban
militarybuild-up in Nicaragua, Reagan is not making
an objective statemnent ater a carefu! study of docu-
mnents. Instead, he is .generalizng about' an. issue
beyand bis Iken.
Vlndeed,if one Wanted ta make a profoundanalysis

af Reaan's beliefs, it is unlikely the resuit woul be
véry satsactorySimply pus, bis intellectual capacity is
limited and he is not a statesman. But on the other

dut uiian wutflno wb-s na rew new raeas.- hmer
good grounds for believing that the Soviets have
becomne more aggrssiv-f latithe ni-Aerkan
hysteria in Soviet newpapers is rermsiýitoeêt1f #W
~anti-Israel bysterla on those sarne pages inthe197Vs.

Do not be misled. 1 his colurnn is not an afflogia for
right-wing policies orthe narrqw bigotedviewsof the
Moral Majority; nor for those of the lundamenta"t
who tbink the U.S. president 1, the man ta brlng
"relgion" back into American scbools. Reagan may
have been supéficially connected with above- be
nmay even ernbrace Fundarnentalist religlous veSm,
such as they are - but as a presidientile is acceptable
because he is at a distance from events. Perhaps be Is
miore of a monarcb than a presideit. As sucb, be is
less Conservative and more of an apolitical figure-
head.

Ait osican say for certain ist*îatwbife-tbere may be,
dan#ers inherent in a syssat, aSUP"<a sen-

There is-a staff. meeting in room
282 SUI3 at 4:00 pm Thursday,,

September 6. If you-'re hlot there
-'' byaeyou in -t'rouble!
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