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Impressions by Jens Andersen

The Canadian University Press 46th
Annual Conference. About 150 college and
university journalists spending Christmas
holidays in North Bay, conspiring openly to
commit social change.

Endless talk. Semantic fanatics arguing
whether we should be “agents of social
change” or “agents of social awareness.”
The aforesaid zealots hurling abuse and
tortured sophistry at each other in xeroxed
posters and in the conference house organ
“Newspeak” (an appropriate title con-
sidering some of its contents).

An innocent newcomer who was
ambushed by a feminist for using the word
“lady” in her presence (“That’s on the
record,” she informed him). A group of
self-styled “spinsters” who seized the
“means of production” (i.e. the xerox
machine) as a symbolic gesture to liberate
women. A group of conservative paranoids
who concluded that the spinsters were
really lesbians.

Make-believe revolutionaries proving
their resoluteness by putting up cute
posters “‘advocating” blowing up factories.
The same phonies making eloquent noises
about western cultural imperialism, the
capitalist patriarchy and eating the rich.
Wimpoid liberals claiming that ideas are
being forced down their throats, just
because the ideas are expressed forcibly.

Yours truly, sitting on the Constitution
Commission (actually a committee) and
getting into legal reform. Yours truly, sitting
back, and confining his input to a few
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Scenes from a miscarriage

comments, because two strong-willed
women are pushing to do all the work.
Yours truly, not giving a damn, because the
women seem capable enough, and he is
having fun doodling the traditional
cartoon-cover for the commission report.
Yours truly, putting an oblique comment
about homophobia in the cartoon. Yours
truly, being told by the two terrified
women that the cartoon might be seen by
others as homophobic, and hence
shouldn’t be used. Yours truly, shrugging
and resigning himself to the climate of
paranoia. Yours truly, reading the spinsters’
newsletter about how men dominated the
fonfﬁrence, and indulging in a good belly-
augh.

gGuilt-ridden men flogging themselves
in the men’s caucus, and ritualistically
chanting, “sexism is not just a women’s
issue, it’s an issue that affects us all.” The
woman who called men “the raping class”
and a second who equated Hugh Hefner
with Hitler. Rebels against the men’s-
women'’s caucus system who refused to talk
in these caucuses and formed their own
“people’s caucus” in order to (brace
yourself) “increase communication.”

Ten thousand other acts of passion and
irrationality. Caucuses, plenaries, and
seminars that ran until all hours of the
morning. Heavy sleeplessness and con-
comitant increase in emotionality. A few
accomplishments, mostly routine internal
business. A new Statement of Principles,
the result of heroic labour by countless
individuals, but no better orworse than the
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old one.

Anger, frustration and despair. Cynical
amusement.

Listening to some leftists who believe
that the right has taken over CUP.

comments by Jens Andersen.

Listening to some right-wingers who

believe that the radicals are more firmly.in

the saddle than ever.

Conclusion: These doctors want to cure
society?? Physician, heal thyself!

At the CUP 46 conference a new Statement of Principles for member papers was

passed. In addition to passing the new Statement, it was resolved at the
conference that members should print it in their papers and discuss it among
staff. To start the ball rolling, here is the new Statement — in boldface type — with

We, the members of Canadian University
Press, affirm that we hold the following
principles in common:

That the major role of the student pressis to
act as an agent of social change, assisting
students in understanding and acting
against oppression and injustice, and
emphasizing the rights and responsibilities
of the student.

The. phrase ‘“agent of social change,” a
holdover from the old Statement, is
supremely vague, and doesn’t even ex-
clude support for Nazis or Stalinists, as
many before me have pointed out. This
criticism, since it hasn’t been addressed, is
still devastatingly valid. In essence the
phrase is meaningless — all it says is that
journalists should n’t be motionless, which
goes without saying. Ditto for theslaps
against oppression and injustice; has
anyone argued for oppression and injustice
recently? No, they all speak for freedom
and justice, even when they are slipping the
knife into your back. In the same way they
“emphasize the rights and responsibilities
of the student,” even when they are
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brainwashing students to serve their own
ends.

The question then is: which social
changes are desirable? What acts constitute
oppression and injystice? What specific
rights and responsibilities should students
have? By reducing such thorny questions to
a series of glib platitudes and empty
motherhood statements CUP condescends
to student journalists and insults their
intelligence.

That the student press must, to fulfill this
role, perform both an educative and active
function, and critically support the aims of
groups serving as agents of social change.

Again, a total lack of specifics. A person
might justifiably ask what the hell the
difference between an educative and an
active function might be. Is education a
passive process? The big change in this
clause from the old Statement is the
addition of the word “critically.” This word
guarantees that papers which were almost
encouraged to be uncritical in the past, will
never, ever again be: uncritical, and will
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