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THE. COMMON SENSE 0F A CENSUS.T HERE is bound to be a lot of discussion this
year over the taking of the census. The
cities are naturaily the first f rom which we
get complaints; and complaints in plenty

have corne in aireacly that people by the household,
by the apartment bouse and by the ward have been
i8ised in the count. If the country enumnerators

have been nô more successful than those in the
cities, the census authorities are in for a serious
tirne over tbeir work tbis summer. But it is alto-
gether probable that the count in the country bas
been more careful. It is harder to miss a farni
house than a city apartrnent; and tillers of the soil
are more stationary than city chaps who flit fromn
job to job and f rom one rented bouse to another.

IF. **
ACENSUS is an exceedingly important tbing.
£'Too mnany of us, I amn afraid, bave been

more inclined to dodge the bother of submnitting to
the enumerator's catecbism than to take any real
trouble to see that we and our families are counted.
Yet the nation suffers if the census be inaccurate,
and it suffers twice if it be also discredited. It is,
in short, a mild form of patriotic duty to get prop-
erly into the census. For te next decade, the
count which is now being taken will be the authori-
tative staternent of the standing of Canada. It will
tell the worid flot only how miany people we have,
but how prosperous they are, wbat callings tbey
foilow, what is tbe size of the average family, bow
wages run in the <ifferent industries, wbat farms
are worth, and ail sorts of other things f rom whicb
horne-seeiçers-and investment-hunters will deduce
whether or not Canada is the land thev are lookinLy

"padded"ý-that there were flot as many Christians
of ail colours in Canada as the Governrnent reported
as beionging to one particular shade. We are ail
religions when the census man cornes round; but,
if hie took his count at the church door, it rnight
be different. I arn not so sure either that the
racial census is "good business," Why should we
go out of our way to label ourseives as of different
races? Why not put us ail down as Canadians;
and then let ug aIl try to live up to that high des-
tiny ? There are enouigh rnischief-makers rermind-
ing us that 'we are "dîfferent," without the Gov-
ernrment taking a hand.

T HERE has been some criticisrn of the intelli-
Agence of the enumnerators. They were prob-

ably as intelligent as we have any right to expect
to get under the "patronage" system. If there
was anyv lack of intelligence dispiayed, it was by
ourselves in permitting this sanie "patronage"t sys-
tem to select ail our public servants for us. Better
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work could have been done, I have no doubt, if t]
task had been ]eft to the High Scbool boysof t]
country who would have been giad to do it at hâ
the rate paid these party "hangers-on." As
vacation job for coilege boys who are workii
their way through their course, it wouid have be
ideal. But High Schooi boys have no votes; ai
College boys are too high-spirited to be bought 1
such means. As long as we continue to let ti
politicians bribe us with our own nloney, and thai
them for it, we wiii pay the price; and no snim
part of the price is an înefficient service.

ýAP ER ail, is flot the Engiish systemn of censu
f~.taking the best? -There they 'count the pe

pie ail in one day; and the only test is how mal
have slept in the house, the night before. Th
has flot as many frîlîs as we put on a census--do,
not gather as much misinformation-but it do,
make an accurate count. If taken at the right se:
son of the year when ail the people are iikely to I
at home, it provides a good idea of the popuIatik
-and provides it quickiy. Then if we rnust kno
how mnany bave goid-filling in their teeth, or wh
proportion of us thîik that it was an apple that b<
to the downfall of Bye, we could learn it afterwar
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