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SOME portions of Eastern Canada are bcgînning to
%Seee the symptoins of wliat might be called "middle

age ' if there wera any such thinig in connection with
nations. For ancý thing, tliey do flot like ta sec thcir
young men "emligrating" or evan migrating away from,
tleie. New Bruniswick lias decîdcd ta make a system-
atic effort ta kcep lier young men at home instead of
pernuitting tliem ta lie hîrad ofi by the siren sonig of the
West. They have good vacant lands of their own in
this square littlc Province by the sea ; and they make
a very considerable effort ta persuade the immtigrant
from Fuîrope not ta pass themn by. But liow mach
worse is it, they reason, that'their own sons should
overlook thé advantage af settling on their own colonis-
ation lands near home rather than venture into the far
West whcre Doukliobor pilgrimagcs xnay distract their
attention front farming opérations and the political
"land graliher" mav steal the meadow lot when they-
are loaking the other way. And this is ranch mare
reasonable than the common attitude i Eastern
Ontario which complains rnainly af the tlieft of the
"hired man," and cannot undcrstand why sensilile people
will pass a land latîghing witli the harvest wliera tliey
eau work for an energetie and early-rising farmer in
order ta seek ont a country wlierc tliev can get their
own land and work for themselves.

The lare of the West is indepenidenice. It is not so
mach that thev gyrow gaod wlicat ont thera very aasily and
very aliundantly. Our ambitiaus yaung fellows miglit not
leave the comforts and companionships and edacational
advantages of the East for a few bushels more of wheat.
But this ability ta grow wlieat in paying quantities is
anc ai the props ofi that independance which we all
covet. TIen a man may hope ta own bis farm in the
Wecst when lie inight only bie allowed ta rent one or pas-
sibly work on another man's farmn here. H1e becomes a
citizen standing on his firmly set twa feet in thc West
when lie would lie nothing more than a dependent-a
hireling-liare. That is the star attraction. The "Hmne
Seekers' who journey ta the prairies are not more
sordid than the rest of us. They are no readier to 'sali
ont civilisation for a handful af dollars. But either
they sc less chance than we do af seciîring independence
un the East, or else they have more courage. As for
the colonisation lands of thc Eastern Provinces, they
lack chiefiy*thc attraction of a liig success.

People who are independent in the East sometimes
are drawn by the talk of "big money" ta the West, go
thare, lookc the country over, and soan returu. It is not
that they find the talk cxaggcrated, but that they dis-
caver that this "big maney" lias ta lie pîîrdlased by the
sacrifice af many goad things in lufe which eau onily lie
found ini ain aider and more thiekly settled caxnmunity.
Bcing independent here, tliey décide that the gamne of
"big maney" is not worth thecandle. But the manî, ta
whom lue un thc East offers nothing but a succession of
years spent at the beck and nod-ycs, and at thc mercy
-af sorte one cisc, secs ini tlie prairie country au oppor-
tunity ta 'become his own "man"-to buy his liberty
quite as truly as any Southarn slave ever bought his.
Anxd that is what he goes for. Schoois may bie few and

far between ; entertailuments may be an unknown quan-
tity ; shopping may be a sport 'denied his women folk ;
the next door neighbour may be discernible only by the
snxoke from his chimney. But every morning hie rises to
breathe the air of liberty ; and every niglit lie lies down
with the sweet consciousness that his whole day's work
lias been donc for himiself.

-That is the magie liglit on the Western horizon.
Liberty is still-thank God !-the sweetest morsel that
inan can roll under bis tongue. What men have always
been willing to die for, it is flot sýurprising that many
should lie willing to sever old associations for and ta
deprive themselves of mach that makes life fll and
fruitfnl. Tt is better to, lie free amidst liardship than a
slaveý amnidst luxury ; and the hardships of the West are
such as can bic conqnered with a laufth, whule the lux-
uries whicli are open to those cannot "buy their
liberty" in the East would not constitute a very great
temptation to the most sybaritic soul, We hear a great
deal about the robbery of the tnany liy the tyranlnical
few who cantrol "trusts" and similar- predatory insti-
tutîins these days. But, the people will stand a lot of
rolibery which does flot seemn to impinge upon their
liberty. 'Yet impinge upan their liberty it docs ;and
when the whole people learn this, the privileges of these
predatory combinatibiis wîll not lie worth a rnonth's
purchase.

As for those of lis who propose ta live on in Eastern
Canada, it natnrallv annoys us te, have people maya
West who might stay here and improve the value of our
real estate. But we should remnember that they are not
leaving the country. They. are stili within our tarili
ring lance. They will stili buy onr industrini products
and will probably lie able to liuy more of them because
of1 their increased prosperity un the bountiful West. Then
thcy will leaven thati new population ont there with
Canadianism. We are always expressing our anxiety
tliat there should be a large itmigrationi thither from
the British Isies ini order ta pravent the coming millions
in the Prairie Provinces lrom being wholly alien ta
British institutions and British ideals. But Ît is quite
as important that they shonld lic Canadians as that
thcy slianld bie British. We do not want a Population
ont there that will ignore Eastern Canada and look
over aur heads to, the United Kipgdaom for their next-of-
kin That might produce some awkward resuits for us.
So 1it 1is flot good policy to grumble when aur young
families move-to our own West un search of an indapen-
d'ence whicli is denied them hera-and it is, moreover,
eiitirely useless.

At Calîiary's Fair

I

CaIgary's citizens, wio had the enterprise in iiolId a .lUly fair, arc grati
fied by the dininent sîuccesaý i achieved in exhibits and attendance. 'This 11iiu
,tograph presents a distingiebed carrlaRefui-Hon. W. H. Cushing, Minisuer of
Public Warks: LI.-Gov. Bulyea, of Alberta, and Presidêni V'an Wart ùf t1w
Exhibition Association.


