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lazie, "Lord Sternbholt wiii see me."
"Il think not, my fine feiiow," re-

torted the flunkey. "'W you don't like
'to leave your message, or havýe nýone
to leave, you had bettes' geL out."

Furicus at ithe muau's Insolence, Pal-
laclo again strove Lo -pual past the
oppos-ing buic -of padding and powder,
and the enraged footman stretched a
huge paw te put hlm backt violentiy.
But before the broad 'palm. touched
Paiiacio's breast, footsteps crossed
the chequered iarbiýe of the hall,
swift and sulent as a pauther's, and
a dusky hand closed quietly, ýalmost
gently, on the lackey's wrist. But the
btg «ian writhed and whinei w.ith the
pain of that gentle ciasp, and ahrauk
back nursing his wriat tenderiy.

"S.aiaam, sahýlb," said the newcomer,
Ia soft purring voice, "my lord will

see yýou most assuredly. I know my
iord's wishes and will lead you te

H E boweca profoundly as lie spoke,
and recovered himseif rwîth
graceful ease. The man was

pliable and elasitic as Indian Tubber.
every movement suggested, not grace
ouiy, 'but inarvellous, strength and
activlty.

Pailacie looked In-to, the bandsome
face, 'which hý knew so well, of Lord
Sternhýolt's factotum, and read there,
as lie had often read before-uothing.
The clear-cut, per.fect features, the
gieam o! the teeth between the scarlet
lips, the, -moustache aud beard of
glossy blacit, the wide iforehead and
11cm chn ýail went te make a superli
sta-tue o! a mian. There wus Iliglit In

*thýose darit eyes, but lt was Ilglit tbat
gave no gllmpse o! the mysterlous
&oi wlthln.

The -man was an Indlan-that inucli
at lest was certain. from the t.hlck
rolled turban of spoLes a whIte to the
gold ernbroidered sandals ou bis feet,
ail prociaimed hilm an Indian of one
of the high caate warlike trLbes.

"My lord ls lu the ipicture !galleiry,"
lie repeated, wlth the surne soft purr
ln bis voice. "Wlli you corne?"

"Thanits, Abdallah," Pallaclo said,
and followed hlm up the wlde marble
atairs, which the Indian mounted with
the ense of a cat.

Down a long corridor Abdallah led
and Pallatlo followed, to a door of
darit mahogany polished Ilke a, mir
ror, whlch Ajbdallah pus'hed open
w1Lhout eeremony.

"My lora told me he .would see you
when you camne, aud lc la ýthere."

He polnted te the farther end o! the
long pîcture galiery. where Pallacio
had a gimpse -of a figure lying back
In an easy chair In front of a rich
riotous Rujbens, o! Actaeon flilg froni
the nude nymp)hs and goddesses whom
he lias surprised, by the mossy niar-
gin o! a forest pool overcanopied with
trees. Pool and forest, nyniphs an-d
flylng youth ail painted with a splen-
did prodigalfty of glerlous colour.

There was ne furniture lu the room,
except a nuiber of easy chairs with
large rulyber-tyred castors that rnoved
with a touch oves' the floor o! pollshed
tessalated cak. The *alla were van-
elled oak cf a darker hue, and the
roof was o! glass. Hlgli wIndows on
eitlier aide looked ont on the ýgarden
aud demesue, and the room 'was
flooded with light. On the pauelled
Wall, withm«any spaces between, were
hung about ninety pictures, old aud
"indern. large and smaîl, but each a
masterpieee. No second-class artist,
aud no second-class picture, even of
a =aster, found admittapice. The
famlly portraits of the farnena 8teru-
holts were, wlith a (few exceptions,
banished elsewhere. fer to art. not to
anceýstry, thle gallery was devçoted.
Ouly wheul the aucestor or aucestress,
whether gallant warrior or alinperlng
teauty or plIant courtier had the gooci
luck te be paiuted by a Reynolds, a
Romney, a Hopuer, a Galiaboroughi
or a Laurence, 'Waa a Vlace found for
the -plovure.

Palla.oio had shambied half-way u-p
the hall before Lord Steruhoit, a*b-
sorbed on contemplailon of the
luxuýrdous beauty of the. Rubens,
noticed his eomlug. Týhen he eprang
frum i chair aud camie with a quick
stride ýto meet him.

lu ail thoft Yee.ra Lord Sterziholt
bad hardly c ,ngd t ail. lie looked

aimoat as young as on -thut day long
ago, when dripp-ing from the thunder-
storm, he came into the cottage of
Margaret Dariey in tfas away Conne-
mara, iha eager, overflowing vitality
stili craved indulgence and enjoy-
meýnt--with acraving not to be deuied.

Here~ and there was a s-trand of
white In lis blackt hair, -wrinkies bad
corne under bis eyes and at the cor-
ners o! his mou 1h, but bis figure was
as alert, bis voice as vibrant, bis eyes
as full o! lire as cf oid.

"Hallo, Pailacie," lie crled, 'Il got
your wire, «want to see you immediate
and Important.' Weil, liere I arn!"

"Il had some trouble getting te you,"
grumbled Pallaclo.

"How was that, man? 1 told Ab-
dlaliali that you were to be brouglit
te, me here, at once."

"Oh, Abdallah was not to blame, but
a 'booby footman o! yours. He would
have flung me down the steps If Ab-
dallahi lad not Lurned up in the nicit
cf time."

"Ah! Aibdallah lias a way of turn-
ing up lu the nicit o! -time, useful fel-
loyw-at a pinchi."

Some pleasanit rerniniscences cen-
nected with Aibdallahi seemed to amuse
Fredericit, Lord iSternhoit. He smiled
as a rnan amiles In appreclation o! a
neat Jolie.

"«Who is lie? Wie-re dld you pick
hlm uip?" blurted out Paliaclo. "I'rn
hli afraid o! the man at Urnes;, le
seerns to have a strain o! -the wlld
beast Iu hlm."

Lord Sternhelt ernhled quite
pleasantiy. "QuIte rIglit. He ls my
turne pauther. Pan-thers are liard te
turne; some -people say they are un-
tarneable, but I know better. Would
you like te know liow I tarned Ab-
dallah? Some day, perliapa. It's a
ve-ry Intere-stàng iittle story. But 1
may tell you here and now that Ab-
dallahi belonged Lo one e! the rnost
ancieut aud exclusive castes In India.
He was raLlier a fanatilo In ls owu
spe-clal Uine, and ýwhen I first met hlm
lie was eugaged Iu one o! the most
exclting ceremonials o! bis creed. But
bjý sheer -force o! argurnent I converted
hlm te C.hristian.ity."

Stern boit apoke Lîroughout with
laugliter In his eyes, as if ut some jeat
underlylng the obvious meanIug of ls
words.

«Il wouit not give mucli for bis
Oliristiauity," objected Pallaclo.

"'That la at IL mýay be, but you dId
net corne here, I take ut, te discua
Ajbdaliah's moral and reltglous quali-
Lies. What dld you corne for?"

"Te warn you o! a great danger."
"That, ail?" merted hua Iordship,

llglitly.
"Aud to show you the way out «f

"You are very klnd, I'm -sure; but
oouidu't yeu centrive te be a littie
less mysterlous? Wliat's -the danger,
aud what's the way eut o! lt?"I

"The danger fira-t," said Pallacie.
"IL concerna that pîcture."

{j ORD STERNHOLT grew serious
L- nstanitiy. "Wýell," lie snapped

out, "what o! that? Go on,
ma "

'Yeu remember -the -boy, Hugli Ltm-
ner, was on the spotwlieu the picture
dîsappeared. He la Iu Londou uow lu
the -picture, business. He la perhapa
the beat judge o! plotures la the
world.'

"ýOh! I kuorw that. I know the mam
hlrnself. Have you uothing uew te
tell me?"

"IThe girl Sybul Darley lias just
corne to London. The twe are frieuds.
I have reasen te thinit they are sweet-
hearts."

l'Weil, that'a their own affIr. I
don't sas hmw It concerna me."

"My lord, you may -as Weil put yOur
carda ou the table, fer I kuow what la
un your lerdship's haud. ' Besides, IL
la a rule o! the game neyer to decelve
your partuer."l

'lYou're a cunulng rascal, Pallaco.
wliat do yeu guesa?"

"'Know la a better word, sny lord.
You are very fond o! a good pletiire,
and would go'ïa long way te geL hoid
o! II. That Velasquez was a giorlous
oauvaa. But that waa flot the ouly
reasou Yeu wanted IX."

"Why dt14 1 w&nt IL, thn? Wbat do
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