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English face-as it imighit appear on1sucli a background. Suddeniy there,
on the identical spot, bie did see a face.
thougli one of a very different charac-
ter. It xvas round and sinali and
hideous, resembling iu it, general out-
line that of a bloated chid.

-Look there," lie whispered tu Jeeki
in I&nglish; and Jueki looked, then
without saying a word 11f ted the shot-
gun that lay at his feet and fired
straight int the bush. Instantly there
rose a squeaking noise, such as nîiight
bc tiade by a wvounded animal, and
the four porters sprang up ini alarmn.

-Sit down," said jeeki to thent, in
their own tongue, "a leopard was
stalking us and I fired to frigliten it
away. Don't go near the place as it
rnay be wounded and angry, but drag
up sonne boughs and niake a fence
rounîd the fire, for fear of othurs.'

"Jeeki," said Alan presenuly as they
laboured at the fence, îbtlat was flot a
leopard, it was a man."

-'No, no, Major, nuot muan, little
dwarf dcvii, hini that have poisoried
arrow. 1 shoot at once to make iîîî
sit up. Tl'bnk: he no corne bauk to-
night, too înuch afraid of shot fetisli.
But to-niorrow, can't say. Not tell
those fellows anything," and hc 110(1

ded towards the plorters, "'or perliaps
they boit."

"I think you would have donc het-
ter to leave the dwarf alone," said
Alan, "and they nîight have left us
alonte. Now they will have a blood
feud against us."

"'Not agree, Major, only chance for
us put himt in bine funk. If 1 flot
shoot, presently bie shoot," and he
miade a sounid that reseibleî the
whistliing of an arrow, then added,
"Now you go sleep. 1 unio tired, 1
wateh, my eyes sec lu dark better
thtan yoors. Oîîly two more days of
this damn forcst, then open land with
tree here and there, where dwarf nto
coi-ne because bue afraid of lion and
caninibal man wbo liku eat hiim."

As there was nothing cIse to lie
doue Alan took leeki's advice and
in tinlu feIl fast asleep), nor did hc
wake up again until the faint light
whieh for want of a better naine they
cail dawn, was filtering <lown tu tbrni
through the canopy of boughs.

'Beeu to look," said Jeeki, as lie
handud hlmt bis coffee. "lut that
dwarf mari, sec bis blood, but thiluk
others carry hlmi away. Jeuki vury
good shot; stone, spear, arrow or guni
aIl samne to hirn. Now get off as quick
as we eaui bufore porters smneîl rat.
You cat chop, Major, 1 pack."

Presenfly they started on their
trudge througb those undless trees,
witb Fear for a companion. Evert the
porters wbo bad been told notbing,
suenied more afraid than usual,
though whether this was because thcy
what Jeeki callud "smell rat," or ow-
iflg to the progressive bruakdown of
their nervous systems, Alan did flot
know. About mid-day -they stoppud
to eat because the men were 100 tired
to, walk further without rest. For an
hour or more they had been Iooking
for a comparatively open place, but as
it chanced could find none, so were
obliged to hait in dense forest. Tust
as thuy had finished their meaI and
were preparing to, proceed, that which
they had fuared happened sîncu from
somnewhere behind the tree boles came
a volley of reed arrows. One struck
a porter in the neck, one fixed itself
in Alan's helmet without touching him
and no less than three hit Teeki on
the back and stuck there, providential-
ly enough in the substance of the cork
mattress that he still carried on his
shoulders which the feeble shafts had
flot the strength to pierce.

Everybody sprang up and with a
curious fascination instead of attempt-
ing to do anything, watched the por-

1cr N-ho had hecît hit inii lie îîeck
tlI\ eeiii the regloti of the jugiil

I <r veiný ,'llîe poo i nan rose to hi
feet. T1lieu lie turnd ton arIs
thein saîd soinetuing ini a eortîposed
s'oice, and fell upon bis face stone
tlead! The swi It poison hiad reachced
his heart ani donc its work.

flis three comrpanions lookcd at hini
for a moment, and the next, with a
yeli of terror, rushed off mbt the
forest, honing dowu thueir loads as
they rau. What became of thucin
Alan neyer leartied, for lic saw thcmn
no more and the dwarf people keep
their secrets.

Onie of their hideous little a-v-ail
anits, made bold by success, s entured
10 mun across an open spc hetwecn
tsvo trees, showiîîg him-,usl f for a ino-
ment. Alan had a gun in bis biaud,
and mad with rage at what bad hap-
pened, he raised il and swung on hii
as bie would upon a rabbit. île was
a quick and practised shot, and his
skiIl did iîot fail hin now, for just ais
thu dwarf was vanishing bcbind a truc.
the buillet cauglbî hlmi and next ini
staxit lie was seen rolling over antI
over upon its furtber side.

*That very nice," said Jeeki reflec-
tively, "vcry niice indeed, but 1 tbink
we best inove ont of tbis."

"Areni't you hurt ?" gasped Alan.
VYour back is full of arrows."
*Dorn't fuel notbîng, Major," lie an-

swered, "bust cork mattress, 25-s. 3<1.
at Stores, very good for poisoned
arrow, but leave hlmi bebind now, bu-
cause perhaps points work through as
1 ruin; one scratcb do trick," anI as
lie spoke Jeeki untied a string or sev.
eral strings, Iettîng the littie mattress
faîl to tbe ground.

"Great puty Icave ail those goods."
said Jueki, surveyîiig the loads thai
the porters bad cast away, 'lmut what
says Book? Iife more than rai-
ment.' Also, 'takc no thouglht for tb
mnorrow.' Dwarf people do that for
us. Corne, Major, make tracks."

So Alan 'coI" and tbe huge Jeuki
blurndercd aîong after hlmii, the para-
î>liernalia with whicb lie Ivas ttv
about rattlîng liku the boofs of a gaI-
loping gîraffe. Wlhun the ligînt
camle on the following miornlîîig.
bowever, tbey îerceivcd b)y înaiiv
signs and tokens that thec dwarf peo)
le were aIl about thei. Soie ar-

rows weru sbot even. but these fell
short.

'Fhey got on as best tbey coul, ti11
Iowards ii(iday the forest began to
tibm out. Now as the liglit grew
stronger they coutl se the dwarfs,
of whomi thiere appeared to lie several
liiînlreds, keeping a paraîlul course
to thuir own on ulîbur side of thein
at what tbcy thouglit 10 bu a safe
distanue.

"'Try one shot, I think," saîd Jeeki.
kueeliug down and letting lly at a
clunîp of the little mien, wbich scat-
tered like a covey of partridges, leav-
ing one of its numnber kicking ou the
grouud. "Ab! my boy," shoutcd
Jeeki in derision, "bow vou like bul-
lut in tommy? You miot know Para-
dox guaranteed flat trajectory 250
yard. You remember that next tiîne,
sonny ?" Then off they went again up
a long rîsu.

"River other sidu of that rise," said
Jeeki. "Think those true monkeys uno
foîlow us there."

But the "monkeys" appuared to bu
angry and dutermined. They would
not corne any more within the range
of the Paradox, but they stîli mardi-
cdi on either side of the two fugitives.

,"No, no, if say die, can't change
mind to-morrow morning," gasped
Jeeki in a hoarse voice. "Hure tolp
rise, much nearer than 1 thought. Oh,
my aunt! who those ?" and he poîuîud
to several hundreds of big men armed
with spears who were marching up
the farther side of the blill from the
river that rau below.

At the same time these savages,
who were flot more than two hundred
yards away, caught sight of them, and
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