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R E P o. R T

FROM THE

COMMITTEE on the State of The Hudon's Bgv Company.

The 24th April 1749.

T HE Committee appointed to inquire into the Stateand Condition of the Countrics adjoiningst o
Hudfon's Bay, and of the Trade carried on there; and to
confider how thofe Countries may be fettled and improved,
and the Trade and Fifhéries there extended and increafed;
and alfo to inquire inco the Right the Company of Ad-
venturers trading to Hudon's Bay pretend to have, by
Charter, to the Property of Lands, and exclufive Trade
to thofe Countries;-Have, purfuant to the Order ofthc
Houfe, examined into the feveral Matters to them re-
ferred; and find the particular State thereof to be as
follows:

Your Committee thought proper,,in the firf place,
to inquire into the Nature and Extent of the Charter
granted by King Charles the Second to the Company of
Adventurers trading to Hudon's Bay; under which
Charter the prefent Company claim a Right to Lands,
and an exclufive Trade to thofe Countries: Which
Charter being laid before your Committee, they thought
it neceffary, for the Information of the Houfe, to annex
a Copy thereof to this Report, in the Appendix,
No. I.

Your Committee then proceeded to exan ei*the
following Witneffes; viz.

yofeph Robfon: Who faid, That he had been in, the
Service of the Company, and refided ar Hudon's Bay
Six Years; that lie went over there in the Year 1733,
te the befn of his Remembrance, and ftayed there
Three Years; and went a Second time in 1745, and
itayed Three Years more: That the Firif time he went
he was employed as Stone Mafon, and refided at Prince
qf Wales's Fort; and the laît time as Mafon and Sur-
veyor, the Two firft Years of which Time he was at
Tork Fort or Hays's River, and the lai Year-at Prince
of Wales's Fort; but he never was up in the Country,
except once up at. Nelfon's River, to the Difnance ofabout
Forty or Fifty Miles.

That he does not know, nor ever heard of any Set.
tlement up the River; nor did lie fee any Marks,
of Cultivation there 4 that the Company have Four
Forts in Hudfn's Bay, and a fmall Settlrment- or Two î
but that the Witnefs was never at any of the faid Forts,
except the Two before-mentioned;i and- chat he cannot
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fay how far the Company's Setlements extend North
and South.

Being examined as to the Strength of 2Trk Fort; he
faid, It was a fquare Timber Fort, with Four fmall
Baffions; that there were Thirty-fix Men in the faid
Fort, including Servants and Fa&ors, and Nineteen
great Guns, Twelve, Nine, and Six Pounders, with
Three fmall Guns on each Curtain, carrying Shot from
one Pound to one Pound and an half Weight ; th#t Six or
Seven Men are neceffary to manage a Twelve Pounder.

And being alked, If there were not Indians ready to
be called in to defend the Fort? he*faid he never un-
derffood it fo, nor had heard any fuch Thing, or of any
Indians in the Company's Fay; that during the Time.
the Witnefs was there, the Indians came in and out on
account of Trade only, fometimes Two or Three at
a time, fometimes Thirty; that there are Indians em-
ployed to get ProvifSons, which chey barter with the
Company; and if the Indians bring no Ganie in, they
arc in that cafe gcnerally allowed half a Pint of Oat-
meal a Day, which is given them to keep the.m frorm·
flarving; but. that the Indians are, in the Apprehenion
of the Witnefs, of a Difpofition too cowardly to be of
any ufe in cafe of an Attack.

And being afked, If the Indians are allowed to lodge
in the Fort? he faid, Some particular Perfons are
fometimes.

Beirng examined as to the Increafe ofStrength or Num-
ber of the Forts, fince the Commencement of the War;
he faid, The Company were building a F&t at Efii-
maux Point, which he believes is not yet finifhed; that
during the Time the faid Fort was building, the Wit-
nefs wrote a Letter tO the Company, chat it would be
of no ufe ; that the Forts he had feen were infuflicient,
and that better might be ereâed there: In' confequence
whereofthe Witnefs had a Lerer, appointing hin
Mafon and Surveyor; but there was not a fuflicient
Number ôf 'Workmnen in the Country to-keep the Forts
in.Repair.

That Prince of Wales's Fort, when finified, will
nount about Thirty-fcven Cannon, and is 3oo Feet,

from Baflion Point to Baftion' Point, and is built of
Stone, and coming down in rMany Places; that the
Cormpapy's chief Fador built the- Fort, under wihôfe.
Diredions the Witnefs vas employed in tlèExecUtion
of the Mafonry, and'built a Parc of the iat and South
Baftions, about Eight Foot high, which aandsN Very'
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