
PART VIII - UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS AM0M IREINISçENCES 0F A GANADIAN FIONER 62

Lji-st news 1 heard was, that the lovely frontier country I haci just
Dassed over between Paris and Strasbourg, was swarniing with hostile
ari-nes, French and German, and that where I had seen oruly peace and
contentment, was war, bloodshed, ziiin and desolation.

The Future of Canada
(As Seen in 1884)

Every mail brings tidings of new and astonishing strides mnade in
the exploration and developxnent of' the Ganadian North-West. The
Prairie villages of last spring are transformed, as by an enchanted
wand, intoD towns, by the swi.ft advance of population into the erstwhile
sulent wilds. Fort Garry of two or three years back has become the 'City
of' Wirnipeg, with its ten thousand souls. The survreyorts footmarks are
effaced by the construction of' the railway tracks (CP.R.) at the rate
of' a mile and a half per day. Yen who left Toronto a few months since,
with little or nomeans, are already returuing eastward with thousands
of dollars in the shape of barik drafts which represent the gains on
purchase and resale of prairie farme or town lots. No past experience
of Western growth, even in the gold begotten San Francisco or railway-
made Chicago, has prepared us for the rapid changes such as those going
on before our eyes in the wilderness off Mnitoba, in the very centre of
the broadest part off the gz'eat continent of North Arnerica, and a
thouaand miles fi-on either the Atlantic or the Pacific Oceans. It was
the }brquis of' Lorne who lately styled Winnipeg the heart-city of' Canada,
and the phrase seeuns to have been vexry happily chosen.

The grain growirig landsa of the Canadian Northwest, it la now kno-wn,
are the most proliffic andi extensive in the world, Her copper, her ailver,
her iron, her coal mines, yield to none in productive capacity. The
lakesansd rivers are unsurpassed in extent andi value. She has tinber,
shipplng, raiizoads and men equal to any demand that cau reasonably bc
anticipateci.

The bro>ad outlines of the Canadian entity include a boundiess terri-
tory, a brave andi hardy population spreaci along a frontier of 2500 miles,
but possessing within i.taelf ail the elements of healthy moral andi
material progresa. Every new rail hune, be it reznenýered, gives a promise
n-P vqq niie off foo~d andi of luxuries in exchange for that food. The


