air, at this moment there 18 no man on esrth
who 18 able to say whatis to be the result of
the pohitical affairs of that great coundry —
Aun earthquake 18 growing ander their feet,
and no man can tcll when and where the vol-
cano 18 to burst, bringing with it destruction
and ruin I make these observations with the
greatest possible regret, for I believe that
every man in Novs Scotin wishes well to the
people of the Umted States, although the
people of this pravince bave no desire to be
connected with them They are too wise, too
sengible to desire for s moment to part with
their own well-working public 1nstitutions,
and enter into Union with the States.

I sball now turn your attention to another
Confederation—the Confederation of Canas
da—and contrast 1t with the United States,
and show you that1f it be not desirable to
enter into the Union with the United States,
Confederation with Capada m absolutely
hatefal and detestable to the people of this
country. We object to a ubnion with the
American States, because we disaspprove of
Democracy and Confederation, but there 18
a worse political combination, that is Olig-
archy snd Confederation. If we dishike the
constitution of the United States we are
bound to hsate und detest tae conmstitution
which the Confederation Act has prepared
for the people of those fine colonies If we
were t0 join the United States, Nova Scotia
would poesess sll the freedom that every
Btate of the Union poesesses. We would have
the ckoice of our own Governors, of our
Senstors, of our Legialaters; we would have
the power of self-taxation and eelf-govern-
menr in the highest degree; but what would
be our porition if we auffered ourselves to be
dragged into this hateful union with Canada,
where would Nova Scotia’s freedom be?
Before the British America Act was imposed
upon us Nova Scotia was as free as the air.
How could the people of this country be
taxed? There was no power to tsx them ex-
cept this House, their own servants, whom
they commiesioned to tax them. Isthat the
etate of things now? Have we any power
over the taxation of this country? Does
not the Act in question confer upon Canads
the fullest power of taxing all the property
of Nova Ecotia at their arbitrary will? What
is our control over that Legislature? We
have but & paltry voice 0 19 members in
the popular branch, but a :'ngle one in the
other We have, therefore, to protect the
rights of this country from spoliation, only
19 membera out of 253. If we should con-
tinue in Confederation we should not be goe
verned by the people, as is the case in the
United States, but by a Little knot of Execa=
tive Councillors 1n Canada. Therefore we
have no disposition to unite with the one or
the other—neither with the United Scates nor
with Canada; and, sir, 1f we were driven to
the neceesity of making s choice between the
two calamities, we would be bdtnd to choose
the least, and that would be, to join the
United States of America, and participate in
their iberty and prosperity rather than sub-
mit to the tyranny of Canads. We weuld
have to prefer the democratic tyranny of the
one country to the oligsrohical tyranny of
the other, and there would be no difficulty in
making a choice; bat thank Heaven we are

not called apon t0 cnoose between them We
have a constitution of our own, and that be-
longs to tne people of Nova Scotis; and I am
going to show you that the constitution they
ep)oy 18 their own property—that the Parliae
ment of England had no power to take 1t
away from them—that the British America
Act is entirely uncopstitutional—that Nava
Scotia has never been legally confederated
with Canada—and it resta with her to say
whether she will ever be so or not

Before I come to look to the copstitution of
this conntry, I must make a few remarks with
rega-d to England. We intend to send to the
mother country certsin gentlemen authorized
to present to the Queen our humble address,
praying Her Majesty to rehieve us from this
Confederation with Canada. We go in the
mott perfect confidence that our prayer will
be heard Weknow to whom we sre going
to appeal We are not placed 1n the condi-
tion that the old thirteen colonies were 1n una
der old King George III. We have a very
different person to desl within Queen Victora.
We have to approach ministers very different
from those of the last centary We haveno
stubborn King like George IiI ; we have no
prejudices of the royal mind to ccunteract;
we have not the infatuation of his ministers
to meet Wehave the greatest princess that
ever adorned & human thrope—a most virta-
ous Queen, who, when she accepted the
sceptre, took the oath that she would rale
the country according to tbe laws, cuse
toms and statutes of the reslm. She has
most nobly fulfilled her obligations, and,
in answer to the prayers of her own church,
¢ she has been endued most plenteously with
heavenly gifts > In her person she is an
exsmple of every virtue; her obedience to
the laws exalts her above all mobnarchs.—
Her personal virtues are brightzr than all
the gems which adorn her Imperial diadem.
It is to & Queen like this that the people
appeal. Have the people no mght to pre-
sent themselves before their Sovereign
Queen ? Has not this ever been the most
loyal portion of her dominions. Iid mnot
our forefathers flee from their country bes
causge they would not participate in rebel-
hion ? Did they not leave their property for
their king’s sake ? I have seen a resclution
passed by the Legislature of Nova Scotis
at the time the thirteen colonies rebelled
actuslly petitioning the King to 1mpose
taxes upon the Province to aesist the Em-
pire 1n 1t8 extremity From that time to
this the people of Nova Scotia have been
the most loyal that ever dwelt 1n any part
of Her Msjesty’s dominions. They will have
confidence in presenting themselves before
the Queen, and asking to be restored—to
what? To anything that they bave no mght
to demand? Simply to get their own. Can any
man suppoee for a moment that they will be
rejected by a Sovereignlike ours? We need
be under no spprehension. We are pursuing
the proper course to obtsin s legitimate end,
and there is:no power on earth that can pre-
vent the people from being restored to their
rights but downright tyranny, and that we
cannot expect from the hands of the Queen
and her Government. Do not let the loyalty
of Nova Bootia be suspected. Hasany onea
right to suspect it? Look at the injuries



