
sir, at thvq moment there is no man on earth
whc is able to @ay what is to be the result of
the pohtical affairs of that great country -
An earthquake is growiîng inder their feet,
and no man can tell when and where the vol-
cano 18 to burst, bringîng with it destruction
and ruin I make these observations with the
greatest possible regret, for I believe that
every man in Nova Scotia wishes well to the
people of the United States, although the
people of this province have no desire to be
connected with them They are too wise, too
sensible to desire for a moment to part with
their own well-workîng public institutions,
and enter into Union with the States.

I shall now turn your attention to another
Confederation-tbe Confederation of Cana-
da-and contrait it with the United States,
and show ',ou that if it be not desirable to
enter into the Union with the United States,
Confederation with Canada i absolutely
hateful and detestable to the people of this
country. We onject to a union with the
American States, because we disapprove of
Democracy and Confederaiion, but there is
a worse political combination, that is Olîg-
archy and Confederatton. If we dielite the
constitution of the United States we are
bound to bate and detest tue constitution
which the Confederation Act has prepared
for the people of those fine colonies If we
were to join the United States, Nova Scotia
would possess aIl the freedom that every
8tate of the Union possesses. We would have
the choice of our own Governors, of our
Senstors, of our Legilaters; we would have
the power of Eelf-taxation and self-govern-
ment in the highest degree; but what would
be our position if we suffered ourselves to be
dragged into this hateful union vith Canada,
where would Nova Scotia's freedom be ?
Before the British America Act was imposed
upon us Nova Scotia was as free as the air.
How could ihe people of this country be
taxed ? Thre was no power to tax them ex-
cept tbis House, their own servants, whom
they commisioned to tax tbem. Is that the
state of things now? Have we any power
over the taxation of this country? Does
not the Act in question confer upon Canada
the fullest power of taxing all the property
of Nova ceotia at their arbitrary will? What
is our control over that L-gilature? We
have but a paltry voice o 19 members in
the popular branch, but a ingle one in the
other We have, therefore, to protect the
rights of this country from spoliation, only
19 members ont of 253. If we should con-
tinue in Confederation we sbould not be go-
verned by the people, as is the case in the
United States, but by a little knot of Execu-
tive Councillors in Canada. Therefore we
have no disposition to unite with the one or
the other-neither with the United States nor
with Canada; and, sir, if we were driven to
the necersity of making a choice between the
two calamities, we would be bolfnd to choose
the lesst, and that would be, to join the
United States of America, and participate in
their liberty and prosperity rather than sub-
mit to- the tyranny of Canada. We weuld
have to prefer the democratic tyranny of the
one country to the oligarchical tyranny of
the other, and there would be no difficulty in
making a choice; but thank Heaven we are

not called upon to onoose between them We
have a constitution of our own, and that be-
longs to tâe people of Nova Scotia; ssd I am
going to show you that the constitution they
enjoy is their own property-that the Parlia.
ment of England had no power to take it
away froma them-that the British America
Act is entirely unconstitutional-tbat Nova
Scotis bas never been legally confederated
with Canada-and it resta with ber t3 aay
whether she will ever be so or not

Before I come to look to the constitution of
this cointry, I must maze a few remarks with
rega-d to England. We intend to send to the
mother country certain gentlemen authorized
to present to the Queen our humble address,
praying Her Majesty to rehieve us from this
Confederation with Canada. We go in the
most perfect confidence that our prayer vill
be heard We know to whom we are going
to appeal We are not placed in the condi-
tion that the old thirteen colonies were in une
der old Kîng George III. We baye a very
different person to deal with in Queen Victoria.
We have to approsch ministers very different
from those of the last century We haveno
stubborn King like George III ; we bave no
prejudices of the royal mind to counteract;
we have not the infatuation of bis minuters
to meet We have the areateat princes& that
ever adorned a humau throne-a mont virtu-
ous Queen, who, when she accepted the
sceptre, took the oath that she would rule
the country according to the lava, cusa
toms and statutes of the realm. She bas
most nobly fulfilled ber obligations, and,
in answer to the prayers of ber own church,
" she has been endued most plenteously with
heavenly gifts ' In ber person she is an
example of every virtue; ber obedience to
the lava exaIts her above aIl monarchb.-
Her personal virtues are brigbter than aIl
the gems which adorn her Imperial diadem.
It is to a Queen lîke this that the people
appeal. Have the people no right to pre-
sent themselves before their Sovereign
Queen ? Has not this ever been the most
loyal portion of ber dominions. Lid not
our forefathers fiee from their country be
cause they would not participate in rebel-
lion ? Did they not leave their property for
their king's sake ? I have seen a resclution
passed by the Legislature of Nova Scotia
at the time the thirteen colonies rebelled
actually petitioning the King to impose
taxes upon the Province to assist the Em-
pire in its extremity From that time to
this the people of Nova Scotia have been
the most loyal that ever dwelt in any part
of Her Majesty's dominions. They will have
confidence in presenting themiselves before
the Queen, and asking to be restored-to
what t To snything that they have no right
to demand? Simply to get their own. Can any
man suppose for a moment that they wili be
rejected by a Sovereign luke ours? We need
be under no apprehension. We are pursuing
the proper course to obtain s legitimate end,
and there i-no power on earth that cao pre-
vent the people from being restored to their
rights but downright tyranny, and that we
cannot ex'pect fron the bands of the Queen
and ber Government. Do not let the loyalty
of NovaBcotis be suspected. Has any one a
right to suspect il ? Look at the injuries


