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All. the tools ufed by an Indian in building his canoe,
as well as in making his fnow-fhoes, and every other kind
of wood-work, confift of a hatchet, a knife, a file, and
an awl; in the ufe of which they are fo dextrous, that
every thing they make is executed with a neatnefs not to
be excelled by the mofn expert mechanic, affifted with
every tool he could wifh.

In ihape the Northern Indian canoe bears fome refem-
blance to a weaver's fhuttle; being flat-bottomed, with
ftraight upright fides, and flharp at each end ; but the ftern
is by far the *ideft part, as there the baggage is generally
laid, and occafionally a fecond perfon, who always lies down
at fuillength in th bottom of the canoe. In this man-
ner thpy carry one another acrofs rivers and the narmw

Ô parts

lighter; and though very flight and fimple in their con-
ftruaian, are neverthelef the bef that could poffibly be
contrived for the ufe of thoe poor people, who are fre-
quently obliged to carry them a hundred, and fometimes
a hundred and fifty miles at a time, without having occa-
fion to put them into the water. Indeed, the chief ufe of
thefe canoes. is to ferry over unfordable rivers; though
fometimes, and at a few places, it muft be acknowleIged,
that they are of great fervice in killing deer, as they cháble
the Indians to crofs rivers and the narrow parts of lakes;
they are alfo ufeful in killing fwans, geefe, ducks, &c. in
the moulting feafon.


