
THE DELINEATOR.

OUSEHOLD LINEN: ITS PURCHASE, CARE
AND PRESERVATION.

'lie ianufacture of linen dtates front a very early period,
rîd the cormforts of the fabric were recogized tiieni as frily as
hey tire nov. Dainty litien is to-day aîs inich sougit tas it
%as in remîote tines, and the liien closet in tire fully equipped
iourse is a feast to the eye. Jatrutiry lis long been recognized
is the mionth for replenislirng the linten supply. Siop-keepers
it tins tinte take their inventory for the 3 ear, and ail stock
ihat shows short lengtlis, shiop-wortn tonuels or soiled table-
-lotis is narirked down to a bargain price. Shoppers iave
earned to vait for tiese January sales. It woulid aintost seei
hat the supply grows in quantity and dlaborateness ea.i 3 car.
Formrterly the dining-roomtr linen did not dem:and so foriidable
arr equipment; but now that rat least one ieail a iday is served
without a cloth doileys withouit numrber tire used instetad, thus
addhing appreciably to the articles required.

TABLE LINEN.--Table linen cornes in miany grades of fitre-
ness, but tlere is false economry in choosing a qutality that is part
liinen and part cotton. iese weaves look liner for the .ost per
yard than does ali-linen, but the latter wvill outwear tu o clotis of
the forier. The finest linens tire the Irish and Frenci, although
the Germian make ias its adtnirers. The last is a coarse mauite-
rial possessing wonderful wearing qualities, while beautifuîl
designs tire not hard to find. 'l'ie unbleached Germni linen
cloths tire imruci liked for use ait huincheon or for breikfist, where
napkins tu match tire also ursed. The rc:amry tint of tiese cloths
is retained as long tas possible, and to retain their natural color
they are long kept fromt boiling. Wiet boiling is nîecessary,
however, the clotis tire isurally further bleached tu viiten tiren
thorotughly. IIrf-bleached dtntsk promises a long life uf wear,
anti the fortuiate possessor of a ibleaching spot miay nlriten ier
ownii eloths, thus assuring iuch dunraibility. The nost elegant
clotsi are tirose to be used at dirner, and there is au nide range
iiit quality and price: there is tie cheap, loosely noven linien
that it is surci poor econony to buy, and at, the other extreie is
the double damiask so beautiful that it is said the thrcads tire trot
visible even through a rmtagnifying glass. Betwteen these e.x-
tremlles le mîany grades front whicii to cioose-tlie best the
ptirse can afford being the visest coice-always remenbering
tiat the eloth siould bc purchased nitht a view tu its urse. A.
innrer rloth shorl!d be long enourghr tut reach nithin cighteen

ilihes of the floor tat the ends, but for other neals eigiteen
iniches beltv the edge of the table will stlhice. 'l'ie widthi of
table linen varies fron thirty-six tu nincty-two inches. Vith
a cloth too narrow any attemrpt rut a beautiful table is futile,
the linen should reach weil down on the sides of the table,
futlly covering the table feit that siould bc tnys ursed.

i choosing patterns it is well to bc governed by the lengti of
cloti required. For at table set for two persons a large pattern
i; ourt of taste, while a cloth four yards lonng is mrore eleganit if
tei pattern is; not too snall. Wlhen the mritteriail is purchased bv
th- yard, the cloth is n ot as satisfactory as when a pattern clotir
it procured; the latter costs little imore and 3ields a degree

'f gtance not possible with the cuit mnaterial. Table linrerr is
abys finislied witi a naitrruowu hein muade by iaid, ain euen eduige
i ' attained by pulling the tireads and tiei cuit tin, strarigit.
Inu ¶ee days it is not urncmmirorrttn for the ladies of the fanily to
l,'''ify their own liien witht tedunrk u tis nd a large

oIn"l or a nonograi of slender letters tiree in.hes ltontg inaybe worked in tIrei handsoniest cloths, the emnrbroilery breirîg
Phtn"ed, rut the center of the lenîgthî between the edige and the
table. Fringed clotis are nro longer used for luncelcon or break-
ft:i. tireir wretched condition after lainidering and the early
dli•tpearance of the frnge furntisihinrg the reason.

Thle- iinîndering of table linren is noîst exactingr work. lland-
Stire linien iay be nade to look very commiiionplace by aunigniorant iand, while ru chreaper quality will shine and bu very
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beautiful wicnr donc by a iaitd who understands
lier work. Linen should receive a very thin
starcliing, for withl a little stiienîing the cloth
keeps fresh longer and the patterin is iiore pro-
nounrced. Very heavy linen, however, should
be ironied viile very damip and does not require
stitfening. Linen should be ironed until per-
fectly dry; table-cloths tire folded down the cein-
ter only, while napkins are left square. Table-
cloths, vien perfectly dry and folded once, are
roliled over a snooth stick. Wlien tl*ey lumnip in
the center and will not lie snooth, too niuch starci
lias been used they should bc done ti) two or

threce tintes without any stiffening to restore the linen to shape.
NAPKINS.-Nttpkins corine iiivaried widtis; but those for din-

ner use unless of good size are worse titan tseless. The dinner
naipkins reserved for special occasions are veritable table-cloths,
so large are they; and tiey are iade very elegant by cnbroidery
eitier in a single initial or in a long sleider nonograin, the ei-
broidery showitng at the center of the square when folded. A
sialler napkin is used for breakfast and for lincheon tiran for
dinnîter wlen lautnderintg need not bc taken into accontit, but in the
average homte it is nrot possible to have frequent changes, and the
narlpkii ring encloses the napkin used atail ieals. Fritnged natpkinîs
tire never seei except for tea, wlhen they match the cloth. A
solution for the use of tirese fringed napkins is found wlen the
table is set wtiutt a cloth, a napkinr being laid rat eaci cover
upun n hiih to set the plate. Napkins wlien so used are ironed flat.

DOILEYS.-Doileys iade of srall squares or rounds of lineu
are put to iany uses ii the modern hone, and the supply should
bc well rmaintained. The word doily is a most elastic one and
covers ail sizes and shapes of protectors for the table, for use with
fiiger-bowls or uinder cake. At least two sets of doileys are.
requisite if the table is laid without i cloth-a set that is used
every day and of suflicient nuiber to allow of necessary
changes, and a set for special occasions wlen mure elaborate.
service is desired.

Doileys mray bc simîply hîenstitceld squares of linen or may
bc emibroidered and rmade very handsone. The tendency,
however, is to white effects on the table. The doileys for the
bread or cake plate and those on which the carafes are set iay
bc round and cither fringed or finisled with a scollop of cm-
broidery. For the hot disies of the incal the doily takes the
shape and size of the platter used and nay bc simtply hem-
stitceld ail round withi a rather deep hen, a pad first being laid
to protect the table fron the leat. Tiese pads are very soft.
and effective if iade of miary thickrnesses of old table linren,
quiltinrg the pad un the sening achine irnto diarond-shaped
squares. Fintger-bowl doilep s are indispensable in the relined
home of to-day, and their degree of elegance is corimensurate
witlh the purse of their owter-siiple unes for every-day use
consisting of squares of linei and finisied witi fritging a lialf
inch all round.

TEA, CAlXVING AND TRAY CLO'llS.-Wienr a tray
is ised for the tea paraplrernalia the cloth should cover it coi-
pletely. Carving cloths are iade of butcher's linren twenty to.
twenty-four inches long and sixteen or eigitecu inches wvide,
and are sirrmply heistitcled all round, emibroidery being con-
sidered out of taste. The carving cloth is renoved witih the
mîeat course rut diiier. Squares of linren either fringed or hera-
stitched ire necessities for keeping biscuits, mruffins or toast
sufliicntly hot. The corn napkin is suually ornaiented with
soie distinguisiing ermbroidery or outlining. These useful
clotis tire large enough to enfold the food.

TABLE CENTERS.-Table centers trre requisite to the iod-
crn table and arc used at atl mteas. They miay bu square, rectari-
gular, ovail or round ; but the size and shape of the center-piece
sloulid accord with the si/.e of the table upons wlhiclh it is used, aL
lonrg table set witht rmrarry covers demtîarnding a rcctanrgrular piece
fur tie center. Tiiese pieces adiit of more elaboration tihai any
other accessory ised in the dininrg-roomit. 'lie coloring, iow-
ever, shotuld be quiet and ieve. obtrusive, else any elegance is
imirpossible. Simrîple center-pieces are not withuut their adiîrers,
and the hreisiitcled picces fintisied with a ruîling of Valenci-
emnes or a scroli designi outlined witlh feather-stitchinig in leavy
Ronan iloss make mrost attractive table picces. WIthen the table
is laid without a cloth the center-piece is always used.

SIDEBOARD COV.ERS.-Sideboard covers should bu oif suili-
cient lenrgth tu hianrg well over the ends of the board; tie y are of
linen or ioiie cloth, lemrititcled and vithI a border of drawnt-
work inside the stitching. The scarfs mray bc purchasedat thisse:r-
son for a smtuait sum already lenstitelhed and drawnr-worked rand
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