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literary study that cultivates good taste, and that
Yové of propricty which finds pleasure ia the truo and
tho truly beauatiful, but scorns the falso and tho

affected.

5.—TLastly, o book should be siudied as a part of
general Literature—as o link in the chain of intellect-
ual devolopment.  No singlo book or period of Litera-
ture should be isolated, and studied apart from the
forces of which it was the resultant, and the offects’of
which it was the cuuse; for cause and effect run
through all written thought, binding the most distant
parts in indizsoluble union, grouping together the men
who have, under similar influences, made similar con-
tributions to human progress., and again combining
these groups along those lines of universal truth in
which the minds of men have ever moved. Minds
aro not insulated : the electric spark of intellect flashes
around the whole circle. Emerson must be studied
in connection with Plato; Plato was inspired by
Socrates; Socrates is only intelligible in the light of
previous Greek thought.

A nocessary corollary to this last proposition is
that Literature must be st1died in chrunological order,
both with the writings of the sume, and of different
individuals. This is the historical method which has
yielded such wonderful results in the sciences of Philo-
logy, Jurisprudence, and Sociology, In History it is
not deemed sufficient to study detachea portions: we
must follow the stream from its fountain-head, noting
its tributaries, its cataracts, its tearing away, and its
building vy, till it reaches tho shore of the boundless
occan of the future. And can wo treat Literature,
the history of thought and feeling, otherwise? There
are recorded 1man’s waking intelligence ; his yearnings
after a knowledge of God and nature; his strivings;
his mistakes, leading to erroneous systems, which after
crushing men for ages were overthrown by the earth-
quake-shock of religions and political revolutions; and
finally his trimmphs in modern times, when strong
nen, casting from their eyes the scales of tradition,
by infinite labour, and with the aid of the light
streaming down through tho ages, have interpreted
aright so many Jf the mysterious words traced by the
hend of God on the vast page of the material universe
and in their own minds. Neither in the stady of
Classics or English is this order followed with any
degree of completeness. But it is to be hoped that
ut last, freed from the trammels of traditional modes
of teaching, these may take their places in the perfect
cycle of Literature; so that, narrowness and prejudice
heing removed out of his way, the student may he
able to form a just conceplion of the failures aund the
sriumphs of human thought

THOMAS HOOD.

Tuomas Hoob, on., of Bnglund’s qreatest huniorists
and poots, was born at London in 1798, His father
was a native of Scotland, and belonged to tho noted
firm of booksellers, “ Vernon, Ifood & Sharp.” 1le
was o man of intelligence, and during his life ho wrote
two novels, Thomas Hood, in the early days of his
life, was noted for hig remarkable vivacity, for which
he was afterwards distinguished as o humorist and
poet. Mo considered it an honor to be a rspected
c'tizen of the world, but to bo a respected citizen of
the world’s greatest city was still a greater honor. In
his Yoyhood he was instracted in his literary sindies
by & orominent school-master, who appreciated his
talents, ond made him “cel a deep .nterest in the
brauches ho was studying. It was under this noble
teacher, whom he has so affectionately remembered,
that ho first earned money for literary work.

Soon after this he entered the counting-house of a
friend, where he displayed his genius to the appreci-
ation of all.  His health not being rugged this uncon-
aenial profession reduced him physically, so that he
was obliged to take refugo in the beautiful Scottish
Gity of Dundee. Previous to his going to Dundeo he
was in the habit of associating with literary minds,
and being guided by excellont instructors; but now
being deprived of his instructors and friends, of whom
he was prssionately fond, he was thrown on his own
resources, this having a tendencv to increase the
originality of his character. 'We now find him an ex-
tensive reader, perusing the books of ancient lore,
filling his mind with deep and pure thoughts, which
have mauifested themselves in his excellent poems.
Some men with as much literary ability as Mr. Hood
then possessed would feel a natural impulse urging
them to take a foremost seat in the ranks of the literary
profession. But Mr, Hood wasa mnodest man ; modest
in regard to the judgment of his own abilities, which
provented him from literature as a profession. On his
return from Dundee to London he entered with great
carnestness into the art of engraving, in which he
acquired much skill that greavty assisted him in after-
life to illustrate the humors of his ingenious mind.

In 1821 Mr. Hood, on the death of Mr. Scott, b
came one of the successful editors of the London
dlagazine. When he was installed into this onorous
position he was placed in the wmidst of literary society,
and became acquainted with such men as Charles
Lamb, Carey, Proctor, Hartley Coleridge and Clare.
This association was the means of developing his in-
tellectual powers, and fitting him for his future work
in which ho was so successful. His first production
was the Odes and Addresses. A copy was presented
to Sir Walter Scott, and it is pleasaut to know that
he acknowledged the gift with the following expression
of gratification : — Wishing the unknown author good

.| health, good fortune, and whatever other good things



