’ PIE COMMERCIAL—KOOTENAY SUPPLEMENT.

the summer  season.  Grass grows
readily wherever sown, and as there
is considerable precipitation all along
the lakes and rivers of the southern
valleys, which are not within the dry
belt, grass as pasture would do well.
It aothing more, it would greatly im-
prove the appearance of the country.

THE KooTENAY RECLAMATION SCHEME.

By far the most imp.rtant tract off

agricnltarval land in the whole countr-”
iz that embraced in what is known as
the Kootenay reelamation seheme.

The Jower Kootenay bottom lands
begin near Boaner’s Ferry in the
United States territory, about 93 wiles
from Kootenay Lake, 33 miles of which
are in Canadian territory, so that the
greater part of them ave in the United
States. Judge Sproat says the valley
was formerly an extension of Kootenay
Lake made into land by the material
brought down by the Koateaay River,
and which is still forming. The bat.
toms are hardening. The Indians for-
merly used side hill trails to get to the
lake.  They now use trails that run
along the bottoms.  The valley is
from three to five miles on an average
between the side hills, which are from
1009 to 2000 feet above the surface;
those on the west side inferior for pas-
ture and seantily timbered 5 those on
the cast side lower and less regular
and not retiring to high mountains,
with grassy slopes  The cast hill side
affords a considerable but not connec-
ted arca of fertile land, bheing heavy
elay and sandy loam suitable for the
growth of the ordinary cercals. Seve-
experiments in farming have been
suceessful.  Cattle graze alternately
on the side hills and hottoms.  Judge
Sproat in his 1881 report says: « 1
would class these wooded fine grass
cast-side hills within our territory as
a third class stock range for limited
bands.”

Speaking of the bottom  lands, Mr.
Sproat speaks of them as follows:
“Jvery acre of these fertile lands, if
completely reclaimed, -would at onee
be applied for by the best class of set-
tlers, as there is little doubt that all
the cereals and the ordinary root
crops aud vegetables would grow well
and ripen if early sown or planted.”
The same gentleman speaks hopefully
of the prospeets of dairyving.

This tract of land is what is included
in the Kootenay veclamation scheme.
Its importa .cc as an agricudtural feed-
or for the Kootenay Take district can
hardly be over estimated, and will he
to that country whatthe Fraser Valley
is to the coast.

It is deseribed in the Vietoria Colon-
i<t of March 30th, 18492, as follows :

*Retween Bedlington, on the is. matonal annlary
Tine, and the s h el of hootenay lake, the Kootenay
River e thmtgh a vallev, rauging from three 10 five
wiles in width unsurpaned 10 nchnea and fertdity by
any lamds in the province.  Unfortunately, the tanky of

the river are inmtliclently blgh to retain the volume of
the flood waters during the spring freshets,  Annually,
dun'ni: the months of April and Mav, snow waters from
the adjre nt moun*ains i} up theriverchannel, overtiow.
iy its banks, and conerting the valley fnto a temporury
lake. As thisis the period for tillinge and sowing, agriculs
ture has up to the present heen practically at o standstill

Rtecently an effort was made to weclahn this valuahle
tract of land by enlnr}:iug the outlet of the lake some few
miles below Nelson, tho assumption being that a wider
outlet would gave a greater dischargs to the tlooid waters
of the lake, and as a consequence allow the flood waters
of theriver to discharnge frecly into the lake without
overflowing its banks. ~ Cousiderable money has been
spent in carrying out this idea, but ‘the object aimed at
has not been obtained, even in the slightest degree. To
anyonevensed in by dranlics this result wonldhave been a
forvzone conclusion, as it f= se*f-evident that to abtain an
ncreased discharyze from & body of still water, like a lake
Jdixcharging through a loag river, the pradient or fall of
the rvers bed must beanereased. With an increase of
fail the velocity of tlow will be increased, and with in

creased velocity must be  acreased dischargs,  Widening
the mouth of the niver, without increasing its fal), wifl
werely inerease the lake's arca,

‘Lhe Avberta and B C. Exploration Company, of Inndon,
England, (whose resident manager is Mr. G Alexander,
of Calgary, oncof the promioters of the profect) some few
monthx ago sccurced the services of Mr. G, A. Keefer, M.
Inst. C.E., of this city, to report on the works, »0 {ar as
carried out, and to outline a scheme by which the object
desired might be otatuced.

** Mr. Keefer’s opinion was that the reclamation of the
valley coutd more readily and ¢ccononucally beaccomplished
by dyking the banks of the river, and, acting on his re-
port, the company are about to energetically carry out
nis recommendations,

¢ The machinery fora powerful drag dredigs, capable of
excavating 1,200 culne yards per «day, has been constrict
ol by Messrs Beatty & €., of Wellaud, Ont., and is now
on the way to the works, The hull of the dredye, as also
a house barge for the officers and men, has been under
way at the mills of Mcxdry, Sayward & Davies for some
time past,  Work wall be commenced at the international
boundary about the 15th of April, and wall be prosecuted
dav and night,  The magnitude of this undertaking can
be understood, from the fact that 70 miles of dyke, #ix
{ect wide on top and averaging cight feet high, will he re-
quired, It iscstimated that the work cannot be com.
pleted before the middle of 1897, a period of five years,

*The superintendent is M. P G, Little, late superin.
tendeat of the Matsqui dshe,  The engsineers are Messrs,
Keefer and Smith, of thiscity  In the hands of these
gcn}_lemcn. a suceessful result can be confltently looked

for.

[Thi refets to the Baillic-Grohman schictue of reclamae
tion,.—tEn,}

Two ohjections have been urged to-
wards this scheme, first that seapage
will occur and render the dyking
futile : sccond, that if reelaimed, irvi-
gation will be necessary and that the
facilities for that arc too limited.
Local opinion is opposed to the second
objection, and the fact that the irriga-
tion is mnot necessary on the side hills,
would scem to be conclusive. As to
the first the engineers in charge should
be the best authority aund both arve
gentlemen of high standing in their
profession.  Regarding that point Mr.
L. B. Smith, C.E, in an interview
with the Victorin Times of a recent
date says:

**Ths cso~dion of that o, ke will reslaim 47,03 acres of
the finest Jaad in the world, It is a perict Ganden of
Eden. It is thy mont perfeet stretch of loam cver seen
anywieoe asd 43 practically bottomless, tncxhaustible
A rich, £t vl the veey cTeans of farming land.  Now,
to show you that it ix not a quazmire or peat mosd or
anything clse hut spleadid fanning land, the cxrwation
in which thedredze was built iy ten feet deep, surmund.
ed with water within a few feet of the odze. Yetthe
hottom of the excavation isonly damp and the water has
Lieen standing atounl the excavation for wecks. That

should surely settle the statement that has been made
almut the land bieing only a swamp or quicksand.”

THE INDIANS OF THE KOOTENAY,

Mr. A S, Farwell in his report to the
Provincial Government in 1883, says:
* Prom the mo<t rehiable resources, Iather the Koote:
nay tribe of ludiang munber aboud $20 en, wamen and
children, awd arc divided appronimately as follows: - 350
British Indiate, damiclied north of the Intcruational
boundary line, aid 2 0 Awerican ladians rexiding in
1daho and Moutana territones ; the remnaining 120 ludians
are mizratory, recciving their ahare of the aunuities paid
by the United States Goverunent, at _its azency on the
Jocko River, in the Flathead reaervation, Montana termi-
tory and claimlug 10 he Rritish Indians when they wander
north of the boundasy line.
** Ot the 452 British Indians, 130 claim the lower Koote
nay Aas their country, from the boundary line, down

Kootenay River and through Kootenay Lake and its teib.
utaries, ““The remaiming 300 Indians consider the land
alony the Upper Kootenay River, from tho boundary line
at Tobacco 'me northward to the Lower Columbia Lake
as thelra.  The majority of these Upper Kootenays winter
at St. Mary's Mission.”

The Lower Kootenay Indians are
the only Indians in West Kootenay dis-
trict.  They formerly lived about
Sproat and the Kootenay mouth, a
little band who hunted up the Colum-
bia and Slocan. These were of the
same *“nation” as the Colville Indiaus
(now in the United States) and they
assembled about the Iudson's Bay Co.
post at Ifort Shephard; on the abandon-
ment of that post they went to Colville
and are not now counted as British
Columbia Indians by the Canadian
Government. The Lower Kootenay
Indians are not nearly so highly civil:
ized as the Upper Kootenays, ¢ They
are,” Mr. Favwell goes on to say, “in
dolent, poor, badly clothed and
badly armed They have no houses,
aud live sumner and winter, i
*lodges ' constructed of poles cover-
cd with mats or hides. In forme
vears they were supplied with sceds of
differens kinds, and they made efforts
to raise putatoes, wheat, ete., but tle
uncertainty of sceuring their crops
through the flooding of the country ~y
thoroughly disheartened them that
they gave up in disgust. They als
possessed quite a number of houses
and cattle, but have become greatly re.
duced, the result of gambling. Cn.
cerning this tendency which is mue
or less characteristic of all Indians in
British Columbia.”  Mr. Sproat tlls
the following :

**On one o¢ , when ped on the hootenay
bottoms, between Kootenay Lake and Bonners Ferm | an
ludian rode up, naked, but for a breech clout, and with a
Int of rope for a bndle.  Me sprang from his horse and
offererd his hand with a grand air.  He had paseod upsthe
valley four days previously on a finehome, with an evpen
sive auldle and equipment, silver spurs, a 350 suit of \tare
clothes and £200 in his )l)ockcx. Having staked and lowt
everything, Le borrowed a pony and a bresch clout, and
was on his way howc.  Had an artist scen b he would
have a gool subject for ¢ before’ and ‘after.”

A great many of these Indinns
formerly wintered on Goat River,
about nine miles north of the boundary.
They run their stoeX in the winter un
(Goat River and between MceLaughlins
and Jerome Creek. As the swnmer
advances and the water vecedes. the
Indians move down the river and tish
and take their stock with them.

Bancroft deseribes these  Indinns as
the «Gulle Kootenays.” In appear-
ance they resemble the plain Indans of
the Northwest rather than the ty pical
Siwash of British Columbia.

FISHING.

Kootenay is, par execllence, the
country for fishing. Fish alvund in
all the waters of the valley s descriled,
the Arrow Lakes, Kooteny River and
the Rootenay lakes. These ave canght
by trolling, with the rod aud line and
any other way that fish arve caught.
FIy tishing in the scason of Jow water
during July and August is sail to bea



