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teen us and happinese that will satisfy and

endure. If that door je ever closed againot
us, if je by our own band. No une misses
salvration, but the blame je bis own.

1Ihaurybfflht/ire yoke oIf e, v. 19. "When
are ynu going f0 begin t0 tbink of eternity,
and rome te the bouse ut God ?" asked Dr.

A. B. Davideon of a respectable
la tradesman. 'Il know, air, that

csoOUais5o I ought t0 corne," was the hon-
est reply; "but if's no use; my mind je so full
of bueiness, I ran think of nothing else."

But how foolieb je the excuse 1 What are
five yoke of oxen, or the affaire of some busi-
ness concern, in comparison wifb the weighty
infereste of the seul ? Have we not seen
mighfy business establishments in ill-fafed
San Francisco crusheri tu the ground by a
tremnor of the earth, or licked up by the ce-
morseleso fire,-tbe accumulations of years
swepf away in a moment of lime ? How
futile, therefore, to maire these uncertain
and fleeting riches a substituts for eternal
things 1

Gooma quickly. and brisegin, v. 21. Picture
the multitudes of immigrante, varied in Ian-

xuu~en

guage anid customs and beliefs, pourirlg into
our vast and wonderful West.

rNow or ireveru Railway companies are pushioz
on througb Unes and branch

lines with almoet feverieh haste, f0 catch their
t rade. Business houses are Bending in their

agents to secure their custom. ShanIe on

the church if she je Iess in earnest in seeking

t0 win and bold tbem for Christl ItI is now

or neyer; for, if these great hosto are not
8peedily ronquered by rigbteousneas, thry
wilI surely be enslaved by evil.

Cornpel $hem, v. 23. Wben Simeon, the

greaf Englisb divine, was aummoned f0 the
death-bed of hie broCher, he was rhum greeted:

'Il arn dying, and you neyer
Toit, by the wamned me of the state in whicb

coir I was." "Nay," said Simeon,

III took every reasonable opportunity of

bringing the subjecf of religion before yeu,

and frequently alluded to it in my lettera."
"Yes," said the dying man, 'but you neyer
rame t0 me, closed the door, took me by the

collar of my roat, and told me thaf 1 was
unconverted and thaf if I died in that state
I should ho lenf."
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Christ'. eearcbing table talk led une of the
guests, as an excuse for fllling an awkward
gap, f0 offer wbaf ho tbougbt a pious remark,
v. 1,5. Jesus takres if up, tu show Chat pioug
.ci. are ralled for. It i& nu use f0 express
admiration for tbe reign and gupremacy of
Jesus, if we witbhold thse allegianre of our
lives. If is easy f0 praise Himn; barder f0

follow, Maft. 19 :16, 22. The falsity of
every excuse for going witbout the present
enjoyment of gospel blessings ie exhibited
in this paraholie pirfure of-

1. ed'. Asnazne Grardounwesa, vs. 16, 17.
Dwell on the greatness of thse provision made
(lea. 25 :6; I Cor. 2 :9, 10), and the greatness
of the numhoc ut gueste invifed (Rev. 7 :9)-
su "Imany" that if hecmme bard f0 llnd peuple
enougb t0 fi ftbe places uf absentees, v. 23.
Refufe the notion thaf the gospel je narrow

and limited in its ecope and application.
Gad con never ho reproached for shutting any
ouf, 2 pet. 3 :9. This accentuates-

2. Mans Amazing htdiffrrence, vs. 18-20.
0f bec things than Christ, as He presents Him-
self in the gospel, have o- absorbing an in-
tereet that prefexte multiply for slighting
Hlmn. The excuses ment ioned may ail have
been farts ; but, as excuses, f hey were nrne
the lesu tale in point of urgency. The
ground f0 ho viewed (v. 18) would not mun
away. It would be juot au tangible aftec the
fest as hofore. TIhe oxen t0 ho tried (v. 19)
could ho left securely in the stall til1 the feast
sbould ho over. TIhe newly-married bride
(v. 20), even if Oriental etiquette forbade
ber presene at the feout' could at lest exer-
cisc patience at home fuI her husband ohould
be fres. The point to ho pressed homne upon
your clam in that, bowevec legitimate and
urgent other business may hos, there je nu

business murs urgent thon immediate ar-
ceptance and enjoyment of the divine hue-
pitalif y expounded and offered by Christ.
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