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show that in fairly good and profit*!»1c• >cars ^ a|)(, conditi(,ns have to he borne in mind,
the profits have not Ix-cn sufficient to encourage ticu|arly t,H. i„tlUcnce of climate and the character 
the majority of companies organiaed in New York 1 1 buildings. It is not to lx- expected that m a 
State during the past half century, to con * comltry ,hc buildings will lx- of the same class as
business. Such figures as these show conclusively country, excepting, perhaps, those of the
thc hazardous nature of the fire insurance bu ne I,, this respect, the buildings of Mont­
and should be extremely useful in enabling the larger citms 1 victoria and several other

as •», r5h r,EaS “ k t— sjtsl'Lfr?L nL ieast by legislators, as witness recent We have received a bulletin
’ -n the State of Texas and elsewhere. Or. U Qneb.e. of tte Depjjrg^ of^Mmes
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,x*rtance. The figures include the year t()o8 the del" jLortSiaving hindered thc erection of a 
latest available, and arc of the crude death rates, dectric smelting8plant in thc neighbourhood
»>, the deaths in proportion to the total J ‘fgch.,ts Ralls thc Mines Branch was imix.rtuned
tion. In making comparisons of the death rate of t systematically the best-known iron ore

city with that of another, it u very t e district Thc result of thc investiga-neccssary to eliminate the effect of the differences | field d • [„und that thc con-
duc to the variations in the age and sex const .tu- tion s that it nas^ ^ wou)d yicld v(.ry
t.on of thc respective [populations, but, unfoçtunatc- centra f material for thc manufac-
ly, the British officials by whom the table was Çsirab c ow su [ ^ electric furnace or
originally compiled have not been able in many ‘me. of furnace. Dr. llaanel, thc Director
instances to obtain the data for making suc inu I or adds t|lilt the result of thc investigation
rections. This, apart, the figures arc entitle those interested in thc development of an
show that there was in the period covered by the cmhUc t (ndust in Pontiac County to view
tables—1881 to 1908-a notable fall in the crude jro|n an optimistic standpint. Work-
death rate of all the great cities of the wor . hf thi kind by thc Department of Mines is of
The decrease per cent, in the period 1881-5 and ot ms k X ]( ^ Bnsto, minc ,s not now
1901-5 ranged from 8.5 m R‘°.d* d°ey „1)cncd up ,t will not lx: for lack of encouragement.
5tw” « ZST&SS: ôn ifCi/S £ 1. » » *.■. i,hi„”e £
found no doubt, in the increased attention of ratted state. find that 158 cities in
municipal authorities to sanitation and the care M.alet».l Credit. United States, ^bracing
of the health of the people as described in the population of more thanHof Birmingham, ^England, in last week s [..habitants, each paid in ¥** '^‘‘Ùforc The
Chronicle (p. 1003). To the efforts of municipal jntcrest upon their bonds than eve
authorities in this direction are now being added rate (or a,| the cities combined was 3 85 per cent.
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' " Mr. Louis Ferrand, of Paris, France rcnt Jear ,908, it is true, was not a favour;

Cem.de's Pire who represents one of the largest ;lble onc for thc lowering of average ere .
French insurance companies, and is I l)Ut tbat the market is not at this [ .
travelling through Canada to size up favourabk to municipal txmds ‘here is . J 

the situation with a view to his company extending its cvidencc. Recent reports have dcscri ie 
usiness here? is reported to have said at Ottawa, market as full of undigested ^ur.t^sandit was

“The fire losses in this country are twenty times as (in[y a wrek or two ago that 1 h'l',c "
treat as in the old land, and I cannot understand it. -,|hng its bonds over the counter, an issue ‘j*
( )n the whole fire-fighting equipment in Canada is as I (,rdjnary course having proved a country
cood”or better thanfn thf old world, save in such big lt would naturally lx- expected ^at in a country
places as Paris They do not need so much equip- I where wealth and population are st ind,rd 0f
ment across the water, simply because they cannot un- rapidly as in *hc lW<I S‘at 1 A thc
derstand the tremendous difference m the losses municipal ,cr*d,t. JTontmy phenomenon is prob-
through fire." To which statement we may add these explanation of tl« contrary ^ vvfn
facts The total fire premiums, less re insurances re- ably to lie found in o{ nrw securities
ceived by all British offices in 1909 United S at« Mailed $1.116,982,950. <>■
*25,508,603. Their average loss ratio was 53 35 I*cr „ the United States 1^ too ,argP be
cent, and their expense ratio 3583 per cent. These I the outnu ' ntry Moreover, the yield from
figures represent the general worldwide business of absorbed in thc coun rr relatively low, they 
the companies. The Canadian loss ratio in 1909 was mumcipa /f U"’^cJd !inx.'d. United States 
Si 21 pc. on net premiums of $16,870,8-38. <'vir 1 make on y < , ... t other classes of
^ y of forty-one years ending with .909.‘he atestcun.es ate not known on the
avcVage Canadian loss ratio has been 64.2 per cen In United we believe, on the con-
the making of comparisons of a new country with an I London market, nor.
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