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seas has learned to know his strength and to put that great
and constantly increasing strength to a high purpose. We are
met under the shadow of events so great that probably we who
are passing through them do not realize their magnitude or the
significance which the historian of the future will attach to
them. Every generation is in some sense, and in no small
sense, a trustee for the future; but upon the men and women
of this generation there rests to-day, and there has rested for
nearly three years, a responsibility greater perhaps than was
ever laid upon the shoulders of mankind before. And I am
very proud to say, and I know that you are all very proud to
feel, that the spirit of our people, whether in this Motherland
or elsewhere throughout the Empire, has risen fully responsive
to the need. Beyond question we were very much absorbed in
our own material concerns for many years before this war
broke out. But when the call did come, all these ideas about
immediate progress and development—the veneer, if I may call
it, of materialism—were brushed aside in one moment, and we
found that there was hid plain beneath that surface a spirit
which has been constant and steadfast up to the present, and
4 which, please God, will remain constant and steadfast until the
end.

The Spirit of the Dominion

“No more peace-loving population ever dwelt in any part
of the King’s Dominions than the people of Canada, but
they realized the cause of this war; they realized from the
first the purpose of you in the United Kingdom in under-
taking it; they realized to what extent democracy, liberty,
the civilization, the future of the world, rested upon the issue
which had been prepared by Germany. And so they, in common




