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A Methodist Mecca.

Y BLANCHE BISHOP,

The readers of the MESSENGER AND Visrrom will
doubtless remember shat last year the Baptist Convention
of the United States was held at Asbury Park, one of the
long string of summer resorts on the New Jersey coast.

2 The Sunday services of the Convention, however, took

place, by special invitation, in the Methodist Auditorium
at Ocean Grove, a famous religious resort adjoining Asbury
Pirk, This same Ocean Grove is not only the summer
Mecea of American Methodists, but a most successful
clvic enterprise as well; and it has occurred to me that an
sccount of what I saw and heard there during & short
visit in the sunmer of 'gs, will not be out of place in this

T, :
p"xl’“wtuty-mcn years ago & gnall number of Methodist
clergymen and laymen went §rthe shore at this point for
the purpose of holding a camp meeting, It was before
the days of universal ings and migrations, and
the New Jersey coast waa then a wilderness of sand wastes
and patches of scruboak, But our clear sighted divines
and layinen marked the possibilities of the place, returned
year by year, erected cottages instead of tents, formed
themselves into an Assoclation, procured a charter from
Government, ‘and proceeded to build up their modern
Zion, Ocean Grove, now a ity with a summer population
of about 70,000, reduced of course in the winter to a few
th d per t residents, Is a living refutation of the
theory that ministers' cantiot do business, These are the
very Yankees of religious finance,

The Ocean Orove Camp Meeting Association of the
Methodist Episcopal Church—such is the full title of the
Amsociation —is composed of twenty-six members, half of
whom are ministers, hall laymen. The city is absolutely
uigder thelr control, They own the land, though the
greater part of it Is leased off terms of g9 yeurs, They
make all the laws, and appoint officers to enforce them,
The. public works, the public morals, and the public
devotions, they superintend with equal seal and skill,
Thelr revenues, which are serupulously applied to the city
peeds, are derived largely from rents, taxes and tolls,
Kxtra expenses thoy meet by subscription funds, special
sssesnmments and loans, Most remarkable of all, there are
only thrée or four salaried officers, several of the members
performing arduous work without remuneration. Forthe
conductof business they have a bullding called Assoclation

Hall, Its interlor resembles o parlinment house, with
senate ¢hamber departmental offices and all the rest, In

short, Ocean Grove is a minlature Hmited monarchy, of
which the President of the Association Isat once Monarch
and Premier, while the other members are Cabinet
Ministers and Councillors,

As might be expected, Ocean Grove beurs n character
guite unique among ite republican neighbors, No manu-
factorles or other monoy-making concerns are allowed
within fts boundaries, and only suchs atores as are needed
to supply the daily wants of the inhabitants, On Bunday
nothing Is sold, not even milk, If a cltisen has neglected
to lay in a supply on Baturday night, he must travel In
the moming ta the clty gates, where the world and flesh
will sell 1€ to him over the fence, Iiquor selling is, of
course, totally' prohibited, Tt s sald that when certain
wealthy liquor dealers of New York go to Hurope for the'
summer, they send their boys to Ocean Grove. Tigs is
surely a recommendation for Ocean Grove, if not for the
discretion of the liguor dealers; for the ecutest ot the
Hlustrious three is ever in walting on the board walk at
Asbury Park, with not even a fence between |

The nature of other regulations imperative both to
Sabbath and week-day quiet and order will be seen from
the following quotations from last year's report of the
Chief of the Police department ; Arrests for disorderly
conduct, 7} intoxicated, 4 ; Babbath bathers, 3; bieycles,
10 persons'in improper bathing suits, 2; plokpockets, 1;
tramps 2; persons in improper bathing suits hindered and
removed from the bathing ground, 256; persons not
properly covered stopped from going through the streets
to and from the bathing grounds, 48; shows prevented
from entering grounds, 7; bicycles stopped ffom riding on
the Sabbath day. (strangers to our regulations), 128,

Two plausible reasons for the almest supernatural good
order.that reigns at Ocean Grove are sometimes suggested
by the worldly minded. One is that only good people
vesort there; the other that the natural situation of the
place discourages the entrance of evil, Ita front is protected
by the ocean, its north and south sides by two fresh water
Iakes that stretch their long arms down to withina yard
or two of the sea, True, the lakes are narrow and the
‘world's vain shows in plain sight, but the devil has his
own reasons for not crossing the water, Then, on the
west, an iron fence completes the chain and renders the
enclosure as safe and'secluded as a gentleman's park, or

. & cemetery,

 Whatever of teuth there may be in this velw, it Is
pertainly & matter of congratulation that a given 70,000 of
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than to build up a single sect.'! It is doubtful if another
sect than their own could accomplish - the aim in their

way, the work demanding, as it I thnmntuw b
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Lest it may be , howevet, that the good le
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whole time in meetings, it t to be men that
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But) # list of the attractions of Ocean Grove woild be
incomplete without mention of its tent life, It is a novel
sight in the midst of & city of regular, concreted

lar, oo stroets
and substantial houses, to come snddenly ug:n bloek of

a
tents, ‘They are genernlly very close to the street, with
the cumlnnyduwg. back .,‘, i wy invite inspection,
first impulse {8 to look the other way, but the tem
in to0 great. 1t 1 ke & show of doll housas, where
front walls are down and the dolls go about
rformances of real, live le, At night, Ll&
e scene in {rresistable, in always & on
floor, or stage rather, and some lace curtains in the
background, In the middle f is & small table

with books and a shaded lamp. . An old gentleman and
lady, perhaps, are sitting on either side of it 11

rocklng, ey glance s 7o with wooden tndlmmy‘
and go on with their toy’ newspapers, Behind them &
olnted doll is preparing supper, ng behind the
ace curtaing and appesring Iﬁll the m‘« of
clock-work, Then eye falls upon the two of
them, one right, one in the , blg, white,
counterpaned, plllowed pillow: to the last

degree of whiteness , and
those great rea/ beds, stuck here on a platform almost
within arm's length of  eity
save foumlf from a it of Ia
are blocks and blocks of these
preperty, others rented by the
row is l\;umlvqu situnted on | Pathway, .
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From Halifax.

The holidays lately past showed no falling off in soclal
and religious clvilities, The Levée ia no longer coufined

to Government House,  After citizens ltad paid their loyal .

respects to His Horor, the Lieutenant Covernor and
CGeneral Montgomery Moore, commander of Her 'y
forces, the way was clear to honor three of the

denomination represented in Halifax. Arclibishop O'Bfien
was advertized to receive the regards of his fellow citizens

on behalf of the Roman Catholic Church, Bishop

Pine Hill,
Moderator of the Assembly, for the Pres Church,
Large numbers availed themselves of the pleasure of
making their submission and paying their respects to all
these notables. 7 »
Among the preachers on Christmas day the Rev, Mr.
Dobson of Grafton Street Methodist Church was the most
distinguished, He came to Halifax last sumstier from

Berminda, He i past middlelife, white with age; talland

pale, . He has an active brain, philosophically

and the orator’s gift in » high degres; He is much sought

mitating the
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done, Here 1 may refer to & very useful book,
for ministers of the ) ean be obta
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but shoutd judge that it is not more than fifty centsa.
To misisters who have neither the means nor the
explore the whole forest of literature of T

=11

THITHI P

g
-

AT,



