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FROM ADAM TO CHRIST
1st Cor. 15: 22,

Deep in the grave our common parents
made

When Heaven's strict command was
disobe yed

And claims 1o precicus promises re
signed

Our fallen race by nature was confined

Thus it sppesred that all were born to
die

And all that mortal pature conld supply
Of values that are precious to the bear:,
In mortal death forever mnst depart

rofousness of this “answer of the
conscience towards " was in
the stress Jaid with grester and greater
emphasis on the “putting sway the
filth f the flesh.” Letus conceive oup
selves present at those extmmord
scenes, to which 8o existing ritual of
any Eurpean church offers any likeness:
There was, as & genersl rule, but one
baptistery to esch city, and such bap-
tinteries were apart from the church

dark spots of selfighness sud pigsion in
mhn::’szo tith' by ns-
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There was but obe personage who
1d administer it—the presidiog
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A Methodist Minister on Baptism
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Baptism doth even
had he leff his statement in ita unre
stricted strength to express what in
that sge no one could misunderstand. |
But no lees well was he led to add, as if
with & prescience’of coming évils. “N.
the putting sway the filth of the h,
but—the answer of a good conscience
towards God.’ 1 Peter 3.

APTIEM [N THE RARLY CENTURIES,

Such was the spostolic baptism.
We are able in detail to track its his-
tory through the next three centuries.
The rite was, indeed, still in a grest
measure what in i's origin it bad been
slmost universally, the grest chsnge
from darkness to light, from evil to
good ; the “second birth” of men from
the corrupt soclety of the dyi
Roman empire into the pugifyiog l:i
elevating influence of the lfving Chris-
tian chyrch. Nay, in some respec
the deep i‘(n‘ responsibility of the
act muost have been impe
the converts by the Mm“r;
the lifelong preparation Zx the final
pledge, even more than by the sudden
and almost § it

| inherited from Judaism,

sn act were lavish- | |

re was but one hour for the cere-

it was midnight. The baptist-
neisted of an inner and an outer
mber. In the onter chamber stood
the candidates for baptism, ipped

mor

and sffecti that alieh white,
to the miqn‘

Bir Ismac Newton is
said by his friends to have had the
whiteei soul they ever knew. That is
the likeness of & COhristisn soul as
indicated by the baptismal wash-
ing; the whiteness of purity, the clear-
ness and t of truth.

their shirts; and turning to the west a8
the reginn of sunset, they stretched

| forth their hands. through the dimly

lit church, as in & defiant attitude to-
ward the -evil syirit of dark and

There was one form of this ides which
continued far ddwn into the Middle
Ages, long after it had been dissocisted
from Baptism, but which may begiven
hs an i of the same idea re-

speaking to him by name : “I renounce
thee, Satan, and all thy works, and, all
thy yomp, and all thy service.” Then
they sed, like a regiment, facing
right sround to the east, and repeated,

{ in & form more «r less long, the belief

in Father, the Son, and the Spirit,
which has grown up into the Apostles’
Creed in the west, and the Nicene
Creed in the east. They then advanc-
el iuto the inoner chamber. Before
them yawned the deep pool or reser-
voir, and standiog by thedeacon, orthe
denconess, ns the case might be,
arrange that ail shoald be done with
fecency, the whole troop undressed
ely as if for a bath, and stoog
aked, before the histop, who gt
» wach the quesiion, to which the an-
swer was returned in s lond and dis-
t voice, as of those who knew what
wad undertaken

v before and after their immersion
limbs were rut with oil
head 1o foot; th were then
y white gowns, and received,

{ the kindly feeling of their
wd, the kiss of peace,
sney and milk; and

their new  faith by

first time. the Lord's

the outer forms of

We Churches,

is altered,

partic

most material points.
ax become the exception,
> rule.  Adult baptism, as

ersion, exists only among
I'he dramatic action o
The anointing, like
few diops of
, and in the
hes has entirely disap-

1ld only be ad-

y laymen and
What is proposed
d is, first, what is the

waning of  baptism,
and whdt we may
5 om the changes
jich it dvas paesed.
N AND 8 CE OF_THE

As'the Lord’s Supper was founded
t Paschul Feast, and on the part-
1 1. so,baptism was found-
ewish—we may say Oriental
which, both in_ancient and

1ands, the faceand the per-
t once as & means of health and as
weigrof purity. Here, as elsewhere, the
Founder of Christianity chose rather to
ctify and elpvate whatalready exist-
to create and invent a new form

Baptism is the oldest
tdipance that Christianity
it is the only one which is
It is thus in-
teresting as the only ordinance of the
Christian church which equally belong-
«d to the nlerciful Jesus and the austere
shn. Out of all'the manifold religious
practiees of the ancient law—sacrifices,
Herings, temple, tabernacle, scape-
at, sacred vestments, sacred trumpets
re chase this one alone; the most
homely, the'most. universal, the most
t of all.He might have chosen
culiiir Nazarite custom of the
long tresses shd the rigid abstinence by
whicli Samson .and Bamuel and Jobn
had beén dedicated to the service of the
Lord, He did nothing of thesort. He
might have continued the strange,
paintul, barbarous rite of circumcision.
He, or ut least, his aposties, rejected it
altogether. He might have chosen
e elaborate ceremonial like the
initisticn into the old Egyptian snd
Grecian mysteries. He chose instead

[Kimserses

a

what every one could understand. ‘He
took wha i

at leadt in Easterr and
itries, was the most de-
the most ordinary, the most
y, of social observances.

By choosing water and the use of
the bath, he indicated one chief char-
acteristic of the Christian religion.
Whatever else the Christian was to be,
aptism—the vse of waber—showed
that he was to be clean and pure, in

dy, soul and spirit; eclean even in
Cleanliness is a duty which some
monastic communities of Chris-
m have despised, and some have

tend
ever treated as & rgm‘ e, Euz such was
im “who

e mind of ) ‘chose the
hing with water for the prime ordin-
suce of His followers. “Wash and .be
lean” was the prophet’s admonition of
the Byrian whom he sent to bathe
he river Jordan. It was the text of
only sermon by which 4 well-known
geologist of this country was known to
his generation.  “Cleanliness next to
godliness'” was the maxim of the
religious prophet of England in the last
century, John Wesley. Every time
that we sce the drops of water poured
over the face in baptism, they are
to us of the cleanly habits which our
Huwrﬁr‘ued when he founded the rite
of baptism, and when, by His own bag
tism in the sweet, soft stream of
rapid Jordan, he blessed the element
of water for use ns the best and chofcest
;:‘il(iod'l natural gifts to man in his
irsty, weary, waywomn e
through ‘th:"gml :nyd heat lo!
world, But the cleanness of ‘the

which characterized the

of the
the con-

apostolic age. But

body was in this mdhu.:hnuun o
yei more perfect
cléannesa, Lh. ity ‘of
ﬁ;‘ rx.‘u,t:n‘ e Ll g
waahfog sway of. sin—that is, the
s that eftsces

presented by the samie form. The order
of knighthood in FEogland, of which
the baaners h; in King Henry the
Beventh's cha in Westminster: Ab
bey, and which ia distioguished from
all the other orders as the “most hon
orable,” is ealled the order of the Bath.
Why 44 this? It is because in the early
days of chivalry the kaights, those who
were enlisted in defense of right against
wrong! truth against falsehood, honor
against dishonor, on the evening before
they were admitted to the Order, were
Iaid in u fath and thoroughly  washed,
in orde® 6 show how bright and pure
ought th°’be the lives of those who en
gage in noble enterprises. Sir Galabad,
amongst King Arthur's Knights of the
Roand Tabls, ia the type at omoce of &
true aocient Koight of the Bath and of
& trae i postolic Christian
My good blade carves the helms
men,

My tough lance thrusteth sure
My strength in as the strength of ten,

Jocause my heart is pure.

A SECOND MEANING,

2. This leads us to the
teristic act of baptism,
not only & bath, ‘n\\ "
tire submersion in the deep water; & leap
a8 into the rolling sea or the roshing
river, where for the moment the waves

dond charac
aptism’’ was
go—an 1

| close over the bather's head, and he
emerqges again as from a momenliary
| grave; or it was the shock of a shower-

path—the rash of water passed overthe
whole person from capacious vessels, so

as to wrap the recipient as within the |

| ve il of & splashing cataract. This was
| the part of the ceremony on which the
| apostles laid so much stress. It seemed
{ to them like a burial of the old former
| self and the rising up again of the new
self. Bo St. Paul compared it to the
aelites passing through the roaring
| waves'of the Red Sea, and St. Peter to
| th» passing through the deep waters of
the flood. “We are buried.” said Ft.
Paul, “with Christ by baptism al his
death ; that, like as Christ was raised.
wealso should walk in the newness of kife.
Baptism, as the entrance into the
Christian ~gociety, was a complete
change from the old superstitions or re-
strictions of Judaism to the freedom
and confidence of the gospel. It was a
complete change  from the idolatries
and profligacies of the old heathen

hus,

world to - the light ‘and pur-
ity of  Christianity. It was a
change effected only by the same

effort’ and struggle as that with which
& strong swimmer or an adventurous
diver throws himself into the gtream
and struggles with the waves, and
comes up with increased energy out of
the depths of the dark abyss.

Tuis, too, is a lesson taught by bap-
tism which still lives, alt ougg the
essence of the material form 1s gone.
There is now no disappearance as in a
watery grave, There is now no con-
scious and deliberate choice made by
the eager convert at the cost of cruel
partings from friends, perbaps of a
painful death. It is but the few drops
sprinkled, a ceremony undertaken
long before or long after the adopti

n | of living.

only, but * Y, 9
that 'is, killing, dm‘?, out
our evil aad :h: ?iom; and
not once only, but *daily,” proceeding,
advancing—daily renewed, snd dsily
born again in all virtue and godliness

A PUBLIC PROFRSSION OF CHRIST.

8. And this bri us 1o the third
characteristic of the early b-a):i‘m.
“Baptism,” says the Eoglish Baptis-
mal Service, doth represent anto ul our
Christian profession, which is to follow
Christ and to be made like unto him.’’
This is the element added to thebaptism
of John. Ia the first two risti

We must, if we would act in the spirit | said he had been forced to the conclu-
of the apostolie bap;hx;:. be not once IE‘ﬁ that

all their phenomens were
explicable the hypothesis
fol
by
conditl
forced one to recogoise that there
been & submergence of continental di-
mensions. The age of Man was held to
be divided into Palwolithic and Neoli-
thic, and he considered rightly so. He
concluded by suggesting that thus
there seemed cause for the origin of a
tradition of & flood.
The paper waa followed b
to & communication from H{r
son, F. R. 8., who welcomed

rence
. Daw-

of baptism which we have meationed,
water as signifying cléanliness of body
aod mind, and imme sion as indicating
the plunge into anew life, the Baptism of
John and the Baptiem of Christ argd
sdentical. John’s Baptism. no less than
Christian Baptism, was the baptism of
purity, of regeneration, “‘of remission
of sins.” Bat Christ. added yet this
further ; That the new atmosphere into
which they rose was to be the atmos-
phere of the Bpirit of Christ. This was
axpressed to the Christians of the first
centuries in two wave : First, when the,

came up from the waters, nakedg so

shivering, from the cold plunge into
the the bath or river, they wers wrapped
around in a white robe, nud Lhat suggest-
od the thought that the recipients of
baptism put on—that is, were clothed,
wrapped, enveloped in—the fine linen,
white and clean, which s the goodness
and rightsousmess of Christ and of His
saints, not by say  fictitious teans
fer, but in deed and in truth ; His char
aoter, His Prace, His moroy and truth-
fuloess, wore to be the clothing, the

s is come

geological and palwontological grounds.
of a physical bresk in the amthropic
age. ‘The evidence for this was aflorded
by the cave remaios and from & vast
quantity of other sources. The disous-
sion which ensued was commenoced by
8ir George Stokes, Bart., F. R, B,, refer;
ring to the great value of the author's
contribution to our knowledge and
right understanding of the phenomena
he had so long studied. Among those
present were Mr. Huddleston, F. R, 8.,
the past President of  the Geologioal

Bociety, and Dr. Woodward, ¥, K. 8.,
the present President. _The Iaiter
proposed a cordial vote of thanks
to lils friend aad teacher, Dr. Prest

he Nestor among Geologists,”

whose contributions 40 oar kaowledge
of that solence ware recoguized by all

8. P. Bwirn, of Towanda, Pa,
whose constitution was completely
broken down, is eured by Ayer's
Barsapariila,  He writes

“Por elyht I was, most .
time, & great safferer from constipe-

thon, Kiduey

tion, so

trouble, Indigess

on weencd

that my constit
wpletely broken «

' od 10

I was
try Ayer's

s groeater, more (nerenching, soad more
valuable than those of any otherin th
present century. After sundey ofle
remarks Mir Henry Howorth, Bary,, ¥
R. 8., spoke, urging the great impor
tance of recognising the valas of the

uniform, the badge, the srmor of those
wio by this aet enrolled themselves in |
Hin service, And secondly, this was |
v 1st made baptism espesially & “Sacra- |
mekit It is sommon now Lo apeak of
rist as Sacrament.” Bt ]
gea it was rather baptism
was the apecial Sacrament (aacra
' mth, the pledge in which,
as the soldiers enlisting in the Rowan
Arm t oath of sllegiance
ApEror, 80 Converts
yund themyalves by a groat
sdge to follow the Divine
Master wherever He led them. And
this was further imposed uponthem by
me in which they were baptized.
[ not always, yet whenever we
hear of itsa use in the Acts of the
Apostles, in the name of the* Lord Jesus.”
Doubtless ¢ comprehensive

the

form in which 1 nOW every-
where administe in the threefold
name of the Father, the Son, and the

3 s00n  su eded the

1 of that in the name of the
t the earlier use points
mg with the all-em-
Universal Father,
and the all-pe ing presence of the
Eternal 8pirit, the historical, personal,

bracing Lve o

gracious, ¢ aring form of the Found-
ex of our Faith was first and leading
thought that was planted in the mind of
the first hey rose outof the

Jont of the
their new and diflicult course.

It bhas thus far been my Ghjcct to
show what is the essential meaning of
the early baptism which has endured
through all its-changes. And it is in
full accordance with the early records
of Christianity to dwell on these essen-
tials as distinct from its forms. It is
not by the water, much or little, but by
the Bpirit (as is expressed in the
Fourth Gospel), that the second birth
of man is wrought in the heart. It is
not by the putting away the natural
filth of the outward flesh, but (as is
expressed in the First Epistle of St.
Peter) by the inward answer of a good
conscience towards God. that baptism
can ever save any one. It was not by
the act of baptizing, but by proclaim-
ing the glad tidings of the kingdom of
God, that the world was converted.
Jesus, we are told, never baptized, and
Paul thanked God thaf, with & few in-
significent exceptions, he baptized none
of the Corinthians,

of Christianity bad occurred. But
the thing signified by the ancient form
still keeps before us that which Cnristians
were intended to be. Thisis why it was
connected both in name and substance
with conversion. In the early church
the careful distinction which later
times have made between baptism,
regeneration, conversion and repent-
ance did not exist. They all meant the
same thing. In the apostolic age they
were, as we have seen, absilutely com-
bined with baptism. There was then
no waiting till Earter or Pentecost for
the great reservoir when the catechum-
ens met the bishop—the river, the way-
side well were taken the mdment the
convert was disposed to turn, as we say,
the new leaf in his life. And even
afterwards, in the second century, re-
generation (paliggenesia), which gradu-
ally was taken to be the equivalent of

‘Was There a Flood?

One of the largest meetings ever held
by the Victoria Institute of London,
England, took place in the third week
of March, to hear that well-known
“Nestor among Geologists,” Prof. Prest-
wich, F. R. read a paper on “A Pos-
sible Cause the Origin of the Tradi-
tion of the Flood,”” in which he pro-
posed to treat the subject “from a pure-
ly scientific standpoint.” The chair
was taken by the Ex-President of the
Royal Bociety, Sir George Stokes, Bart.,
F. R.8,, ‘he present occupant of that
professorial chair at Cambridge Univer-
sity once occupied by Sir Isaac Newton,
and also the President of the Victoria
Institute, whose aim is to investigate
all scientific questions bearing on the
truth of the I;ihle, and to associate all

P al . long
and tedious :; ntroversy u:oul. r.hirte‘yi
years ago took place on the suppos
diltinc:gon between these woxda.p Buach
s controversy would have been unintel-
ligible to Justin Martyx or Clement of
exandris. But the common i
which they represent is still as neces-
sary, and has played as great a in
the latter hillh)fy of the chur it

ific men, and people generally, in
the colonies and America, in' aid of
this work. The great hall was packed
in every part, as those who arrived late
found. The business was commenced
by Capt. F. Petrie, the honorary-secre-
tary, reading a letter from the Duke of
Argyll, who was unable to be present;
.after which Prof. T. Rupert Jones, F.R.
%, read the paper prepared by Prof.
P

did at the Cor is
the turining around from a wrong to
right .direction ; repentance (metanoia)
is a change of thoughts and feelings
which is always going on in any one
who reforms himself at all; regeners-
tion is the growth of & second

ter, always mc\ur?g, though at times
with & more sudden s . With us
these changes are brought about in &
thonsand different forms; educxnuon.

 himself,

: h, he not being sufficiently re-
covered from a severe cold to doso
In it the suthor described at
considerable length the varions pheno-
mena which had come under his obser-
vation duripg long yeam of geological
research in Europe and the cossts of
the Mediterranean. Among these he
specially referred to having fouud the

nts of the drift to be of two classes,

one with bones of animals, carved,

arguments in: the papsr sod many
others which had come under his ow |
observation  in  Asis Prof, MeK

Hughoes, ¥. R, &, of Cumbridge Uni- |
versity, followed with some oriticlsms,

il bore warm testimony Lo the value

{of the paper, after which Profossor |
{ Hull, F. R. &, late director of the Geo |
logie sl Burvey of Ireland, spoke strong- |

ly in favor of the solentitho nature of |
the author's arguments. - Professor |
Rapert Jones, F. R, 8., in  few sen
tences roplied to the speakers, and the |
brillinat gathering dispemed

John Peddie.

Io one’s reading it is alwsys inter-
esting to come wcross familiar names
and facts. Here in the memoir of &
man who died pastor of the Fifth Bap
tist Church, Pnifadelphis, one is de-
lighted to find mention of Canadian
names and'localities. Dr. Peddie may
really be claimed as a Canadian, for
though his parents came from Scotland,
he himself was born in the pleasant
little village of Ancaster, Ontario.

He went to the Grammar Bchool at
Woodstock, and when it was decided to
bave a Baptist School of learning there,
he, a young enthusiastic lad, went about
the country collecting money for it.
The talent for touching heart-strings
and porse-strings went . with him
through life—from his Canadian home
to an A'merican college, and appeared
conspicuously during his pastorates in
New York, Chicago and Philadelphia.
He loved everybody, he sympatbized
with feverybody, but most of all his
beart went out to the common people.
Small wonder is it that he was a be-
loved pastor wherever he went. Rest-
less, energetic, tireless in his service
for others, he wore out his heart and
brain, and at midnight, January 8zd,
1891, he was found unconscious in his
study, an unfinished sermon on his
table beginning, ‘‘ Looking unto Jesus,
the Autbor nm[f Finisher of our Faith.”
One of the most touching and beauti-
fullyZwritten chapters in the book®is
this account of his translation.

As an iospiration to every Christian
worker, this story of Johu Peddie’s life
and experiences as he went from one
place to another, cannot be over-estim-
ated. To a pastor it is invaluable, and
it is a fitting and most suitable gift for
any member of a congregation to ob-
tain for the one who ministers to him
in spiritual things.

It should also be in every Bunday-
school library, to show our youths and
maidens what glorions results may be
sccomplished by that young person who
early devotes his or her Ii%e to the ser-
vice of God.

“John Peddie” an A . Bio
Contributed by Eminent

phy.
riters.

Handsomely illustrated. Published by |°

the American Baptist Poblication So-
ciety, 1420 Chestnut Bt., “Philadelphis.
Price $1.00,

The Outlook (formerly the Christian
Union) will in-the year 1804 give its
readers more matter than ever before,
and will extend its scope and variet;
in many ways. This weekly juumn{,
now about twenty-five yeams old, re-
mains under the editorship of the Rev.
Dr. Lyman Abbott (who is Heary Ward
Beecher’s successor, both in the pulpit
of Plymouth Church and the editorshi
of this paper) and of Mr. Hamilton W.
Mabie, whose name is familiar as that
of the author of several books of charm-
ing literary and social essays, and as
that of a lecturer on similar topics and
an experienced journalist. They are
assisted by an editorial staff which has
just been enlarged and by many special-
ists in the lines of theology, political
economy, literature and other subjects,
whosescrvioes are called upon as cir
cumstances require. The Outlook gives
week by week & paragraphic history of
the world’s e ummarizing, in-
terpreting and commenting u all
those news :oplu’ whioh are wormthn

an
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affliction, illness, change of posi d with the ins of man, | articles by writers of by foll
life, & happy marriage, & new field of e other, which he termed the | with cl;eyl“ the lmm' ;‘}‘t’:‘lm
usefulndss—every one of these gives us | Rubbledrift, containing bones of ani- |t e and industrial movements of
some; notion of the early baptism in | mals of all ages and k in vast heaps. | the day ; has an exocellent department
its. better and more manent side, | He vited the confl y opinions on | of rel i n under the s
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JOSEPH RULER IN

GOLDEN TEXT.

“Them that ionor me. I
1 Bam. 2: 80w

Tue ‘Brcrion ov  Huax
89-41.

New Tresvamgsr Lignt
Acts 7: 9-11). Peter in |
S'.' 4-11), Paul in prison
11), and the way by whick
his desive of preac hn&ln
,m\vig:nﬂ' (R;vme 8: 28)
ew L 8, ruler Ovep mar
2 Yl,ﬂlln 191 \" The
faith (1 Pet. 1: 7). Proa
oess (Matt. 6 88; Mark i

EXPLANATORY

LaNks IN THE CHAIN OF X
pENcE, by which Joseph
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the dreams of the butler »
Jomeph’s aid to them s f
40, Joseph continued 1
two yesrs afier showing
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friend, hen Clod sends
dreams o Pharsch, !

wise men of Egypt co
the dreams. Then the |
bered Joseph, and he was
prison, and, declaring A
tion to comte from God,
that the two dreams h
meaning. “Beven yean
ance, extraordinary eve
Egypt, were to be follo
ears of still more extraor
Joseph went farther,
Pharoah to give seme d
suthority over all the
might store up the surpl
seven years of plenty sgs
years of famine.”

Josepn EXALTED TO BE
Ecyrr,—Vs, 88456, 388, °
said  In response to t
Joseph had given. “Oax
a one ns this is,”" for th
of the proposed Sllg\n‘.’
story of Jeseph during b
his prison life had been
to them, and by his past
his present - wisdom, the
that he was especially

ropesed work. ‘A mar
Spirit of God is” 1
Joseph’s wisdom and f
true source, as Joseph ha

resence. One in whor
wells (1) will have the
and unfailing ccmmon
will be faithful to all ]
God’s blessing will atter

and deeds.
39. “Forasmuch as G
thee all this.” We s

striking illustration of t
romise, “ Them that h
onor,” It God had sh

much, He would also gi

in the future. Such &
inyaluable as a ruler.
so discreet,” “intellig
clear insight into matt
prehension of their tru
condition ; while “wise’
pacity of devising and
per measures to gain th
10. “Thou shalt be oy

My palace, including

and ministers of the

chief over the palace

times next in power i«

“According unto thy w
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reign.

4&. “And Pharsoh to
The ring was undoubte
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documents to which it
by the delivery of w
Fharaoh delegated to J
suthority in the stat
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ive to
'}’m& n the East «
names.x They bave se
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which they make an
thick ink, on all oco
we use the signature
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to whom a document
could not and
same reason {8 form
land taverns were kno
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and Castle,” ete. ‘A
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the ancient world as t
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ness. This linen b
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chains as a badge of
43, him to

next to Pharaoh’s), ¢
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the ei; ‘Bow the
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before J b,
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