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SMASHERISM, WHAT IS IT LIKE?

Many have boen the attempt - to define Smash-
ksm.  Some affiem that it is a kind of politieal
mon, that suffers from en unquenchable thiest
pm\'iu(:iul gold, and to relieve this malady
asts itself inte all the public offices in the
untry. Its instincts are (.lencribﬁd as being
ong. and its scent of favorite prey acute, and
o the turkey buzzard of tropical climes, it scents
b carcass from afar. It is ulso said that it goes
put the earth clothed in a hypoeritical garb of
htesusness, and that at noon day it may be
bn 'at the street corners where men most do
gregate. and in prayvrfal attitude. with the
ites of its eyes turned heavenward, orying
h aloud voice, ‘*Lord! Lord! how spotless
sanetified am I!”
t is said to have agents established in all quar-
s of the Province, whose sworn duty it is to
claim with a tone of thunder to the peaple, the
ly, honest and charitable character of its chiefs,
i 1oteach their devetees to respond amen to all
pir acts. It= propensity to ruleds strong, and
order to indulge this har, maaagad to centrol
j currents of all the tributaries of the treasury,
placing its worshippers in the seat of ous-
.
Smusherism may be justly deseribed us a politi-
vampire, that firse with noiseless motion of
poisonous wings, fans to sleep the guardians
the public w=al, and then sucks the golden
eams of life’s blood from the Provimecial Ex-
pquer. It has so deluded and bewildered the
lic mind. that in the language of one who by
nighty effort éseaped from its deadly fangs,
f the grest chiels say the suam rises in the
st, all good Smashers must cry Yea!”
I dowm striet and unalterable rules for the
dance of. its follewers, which to violate 15 ex-
mmunication and violent political death.—
pmbers elected through the influencgs of
asher gold, are obliged betore being admitted
a seat in the Heuse, to take am oath upon a
ok containing the Simasher code, and to kiss the
ttoes emblugoned upon its lids, which are:
o the vietor belang the.spoils ! and, ¢ The
bvil take the hindmost.” The qualification
h referved to runs as follows :—1I being a right
d Smasher. ** do most solemuly swear, in the
neo of the God of Smasherdom, who is geod
great and above all in the heaven above, or
earth bencath, and by the comtents of this
pk, that I will be true und faithful to the pres-

Governmomt, as it 13 now established, and to|

b keeper of the liberties unsight unseen, whe-
br thay ave of an internal and invisible, or an
ernal nature. and to most earnestly ery Yea !

It has |

the times is under’its control. It is surrounded
by paid lackays and supernumerarios, who durst
not disobey the orders of the chiefs. It has sne-
ceoded in getting thousands of the people fash-
ioned to ity yoke. and trained them to ascend the
hill tops and declare to the multitude that it is
sof; and easy to bear, and that tho burden is
light. :

Smasherism bas broken all treaties made with
the people, and when #minded of this fact it
turns up the white of its eyes and in holy horror
cries,— I am the cssence of liberulity and free-
dowm, and, fool that thou art, dost thou think that
{ should be a slave to my word? No! it would
be beneath my dignity. beneath my glovy, 1o sac-
rifice ‘mysalf to my promise or obligation.”—
Smasherisin is bloated with andugity ; it is noth-
ing daunted by the threats of the people, or the
averted looks of even its tame followers. With
a meusuring eye it marks out its enemies for
slaughter, and pursues them with a madman’s
sword and a demon's fury. It is relentless ; its
heart is adamant : and as for seul. such a word
is not be found in its vocabulary. It goes about
the earth dronk with fury, breathing mischief
from its nostrils, and threatening death to all its
opposers. Uponretiring to rest, the little spark
of conscience that still strives to live within its
arid and sterile bosom, straggles to pictute to its
vision the deeds of the day. It then curses com-
punction, bars the door, sinks in faucied security
to sleep, and dreawms of political murder, rupine
and conflagration. "In the morning it arouses
from its slumbers to pursue as wont its naturdl
{and unholy calling.

|REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE ON
| SUBJECT OF CROWN LAND DEPART-
| MENT,

| Submiited to the House on the 26th March, 1861.

{ +The Committee appointed ou the 26th day
| of February last, to examine into all matters
{connected withs the Crown Land Dapartinent,
with powers to send for persons and papers,
have attended to that daty, and beg leave to
submit the following Roport :—

“They have examined before shem on oath,
under the power given th:m by ' the Aect 23rd
Victoria, Chapter-2, the Heonorabie the Attors
ney General Mr. Fizhér. the Honorable Pro
vincial Secretary Mr. Tilley. the Honorable
Surveyor General Mr. Brown, the Auditor Ge-
neral Mr. Partelow, the Chief Commissioner of
} Board, of Works, Mr. Steeves. the Solicitor Ge-
neral Mr. Watters, the Honorable A. J. Saith.
{John Ferris, Esquire, M. P, P., Joha M’Adam,

|}

Al favors are in its gifts—the moving spring of

* The prineiple of prohibiting the Local De-
puties from purchasing, or being in any man-
ner interested in Crown Lands, was dictated by
sound poliey, and in the opinion of the Com-
mittee, should he extended to evefy individual
conneoted with the administration of, or acting
as Trostees of the Proviucial Domain.

¢ Abuses of the Regulations appear to have
crept in at unearly period, and itis in evidence,
that immediately after the introduction of the
Auction system, - fictitious names were used ‘in
applications for the purchase of Crown Lands
and ulso for Licences of Timber Grounds. This
system appears to havé had its origin in the
Crown Land Office, or if not, the practice was
known to the Chief Draftsman, Mr. Inches, at
a very early p rind, and it- has prevailed till
{the present fime, and has been more the rule
{than the exception, in upplications prepared by
Mr. Inches at the instance of parties desirous of
having Lands brought to sale. The aim of this
system was'to keep out of view the real uppli-
cants and to prevent competition at the sales,
which, from the evidence, appears to have been
the result very generally. ;

+ This practice, commencing while Mr. Baillie
was Surveyor General, has continued through the
admistration of all the subsequent heads of the
Departiment without check or control, and no-ac-
tion has ever been taken to put an end to the
| practice.

K 3 s ; .
[ ** Under the working of this system, persons of

[all classes have appli d for and purchased lands ;
and the Chief Draftsman was used in numerous
|instances to prepare petitions to bring the lands
{to sale; and when fictitious or real names were
{used, they were geuerally. signed by auother
{person, as if autherized by the dpplicant; but
uo authority in writing from the appiicant has
been produced to warrant the use of such names.

* On these applications, the Lands were ad-
vertised and brought to sale, and very gener-
ally without beigg laid before the Surveyor Ge-
neral.

 This modeof applying for Land has for some
years been acted upon by several of the Local
Deputies in different Counties, in applications
made through thew : while in other parts of the
Provinceit is in evidence by the Honorable James
Davidson, whe has béen extensively engaged in
surveying and sellig Crown Lands, wid whe
has been in, eonstant communicution with the
Department for nearly forty years, that the first
knowledge he had of the practice was fiom tue
evidence befor:: this Committee.

* The Chief Druftsman saw the gystem In ope-
ration, and having peculinr advantages for ‘u_n}k-
ing selections, he availed himself of the fucilities

A E 3 & Reduire. ) o v Chief Draftsm: Mr. | which the aystem atfordei of avoiding publicity
) ) b vOrY f theirs. | Esquire, M. P. P.. the Chief Druftsman, ] i C Y 3 m 3 . Sonilas § e

th all my might to every act ¢ L i TR e § =t ) et Ve _

u. .} “t“t,l i e e i et ) Aty Sihan. i Asusuntiil . B thic. nd campetition : and ax carly us 1845, ho made | I'he “.ﬂ'f"’fﬂ:‘ ¢ ‘hn'd h'm\« ver, that in many impor

el ey ! | |an. Deputy Surveyor and Crown Deputy Mr. | several purchases, some in Lis own name, and |tant particulars his recommendatious in this rea-

Gop."”3

Sinash-rism is wholly devoid of the ek’mﬂ\ts‘

charity, it scruples not, neither ean it be
de asiamed. It oppresses all thise who
p dependent upen it. 1t is yuilty of the most
rib.e acts of injustice aud ingratitude to ity
pporters. It pursues its course with relentless
bor, caring not it it crush in its career the sim-
» souls thut served it'in its need.

ing ; its ramifications extend to, and are firmly
puted in, every parish and district of our com
bn country. It listens not to the groans of the
pressed, but, ou the contrary, stifles utterance
th the tread of an iron heel. If widows and
phins ask for bread, they reccive a stone, and
driven by hunger to crave a fish, their prayer
rewa:d ‘d by a gift of a serpent.
such u dainiinble nature that it turns father
minst son, and brother-against brother. Smash-

ism poss esses apeculiarfaculty of fascinating its |

etims,  In this respect it surpasses tho power
the acrpent ; it leads them on with promises
th plausible and fair ; but when the reward of
Lis cluimed, it forgets any contracts and repu~
ites all obligations.  Smash rism has succeeded
cajoling, deluding and driving the people about
herds like hungry cattlo ; its victims luu"o Flll‘lk
the point, that they alinost cease to think for
emselves--they vield to the clamor and pre-
ces of Smasher elnefs, and have become slaves
the fraud and knavery of the whole Smasher
igade. Smusherism makes pretensions to lib-
ality, but its acts belie its professions, and
It this and other roasons it deserves to be blotted
t from all the records of freedom. Its hands
® unworthy to touch the sceptre of Govern-
ent, because it has sbused the trust and (-,uu'ﬁ-
nce imposed in it. It is an unholy element
8t stinks upon the face of the earth, and its
itrid body hus poisoned every atom of the Pro-
icial atmosphere.  Smasherism is a thief; it
lo its badge of office from. unsuspecting con-
tuencies. The foundation of the whole fabric
based upon lies—-most foul and malicious lies.
has so fortified and victualled itself that the
tery of truth can scarcely affect its fortress.

it wields a!
wer which no other institotion is capable of |

Its policy is |

chant, Saint John, and the Honoruble James

cil, who was not sworn.

| ment, it appears that the Department is go-

verned in the sale and disposal of Crown Lands,
by Rules and Regulations made from time to
time by the Liewwnant Governor in Counecil,
published in the Royal Gazette, and printed for
the use of the Department. A code of Rules
and Regulations were passed in Council on the
11th Mav 1843, which remained in force until
revoked on the 30th August 1858. A copy of
lwhi(-h rules and Regulations accompany this
[ Report.

** By a note at the foot of these Rules and
Regulations, it is provided that no person is
|ellowed to hold more than one hundred aecres,
{payable by iustalmeats.”

*“No restriction is imposed by these Regu-

lations on the quantity of Land which may be
applied for by, or seld to any one individual,
t«xm-pt the restriction in the note respecting
| eales payable by instalments. .
{ *Under these regulations the public Lands
{wer+ applied for and-sold, and individuals pur-
chased and became the Grantees of tradts of
Lands varying from one hundred to thousands
of acres, and up to the present time there are no
restrictions to the quantity which any individual
may apply for and purchase for money down.

* The note restricting the quantity to be ob
tained by any one person to 100 agres. paya-
ble by inggajments, so far as the Committee
havg”ascertained, was made in conformity with
an Address moved by Mr. Fisher in the House
on the 13th April 1844, to which the Governor
replied, that the recommendation should be com-
plied with as far as practicable, and this res-
triction has been unif:)rmly acted upon, as far
as the Committee have aseertuinod from the
evidence, and is incorporated as a gﬂnciph in
the Regulations of the 30th August 18§8.

| 1854, he became iuterested in a large quantity of

3 ! S |
{ by pmchase of 100 uave lots in the names of other

¢ 1 3 s £ ha . 'OV e ¥
By the evidence of the Hon. Mr. Brown,|purtics. puyable by instulments ; eud bis purchas- frity irom the Surveyor Ge neral. /
Sarveyor General, ana Mr. Andrew Inches, late l es for money down wero chiefly made in 1859 | un»xulu.lunf for the 1-:l_nuval of ].)vputh*s were not
Chicf " Draftsman in the Crows Land Depart-jund 1860; and during these two years all the | concurred in, the punishnient of trespassers, and

arvears on the former purchases were paid up
and under transfer from the parties whose names
{appeared us purchusing by instulment. He ob
[ tuined grants chiefty in the names of persons se-
llected for the purpose, and only a sma!l pu-rliun
| was granted in his own name, issued in ll:l."mwund
11860. The extent of these Lund is stated by
[ Mr. Inches to be about 26,503 acre, chiefly in
1the Counties of Westmorland, Albert, and King's
about 9,000 acres of which were originully pur- ,
chased under the msialment system. Ths state
mentembraces the Lands purchased to Novem- [
i ber last, and the Committee believe that purch- !

. 9" $ {
not included in the quantitics _ientioned by Mr.

Inches. The Comiittee condern these transac-
tions as atterly indefensivle and unju:tihpbhb‘.-p
Mr. Inches himself admits that they uruiudct\"u-
sible on grounds ot publie policy, but maintains
there was no moral guilt connected with the tran-
snction, es be alleges that all bis purctades were
made at public auction and paid for in cash, in
conformity with the Regulations and usage of
the Departmenty and enjeuvurs to justify himselt
by alleging that Members of tho Goyernment
huve been concerned in shailar transactions.

+ It is in evidence thut Members of Govern-
mnut, Members of the Legislature, and others,
did apply for Lands under fictitious numes, and
aftertvards became beéamo the purchasers at the
sule, either in their own name, or in the namo of
other persons ncting for them. 'l‘l}ﬁ voluminous
testimony on testimony ou the different cases
brought up before the Committee, and the diffi-
cult task of-correctly discriminating the peculiar
features of each, induce the Committee to refer

befare them, which they beg to submit ss part of
this Report.

:m—:,—.. -
*The Commiteo find, that Within the last five
years. a rush has been made for Lands along the
line of Railway, and duringthat period s >me 50,-

{000 nores have been sold, as stated by Mr.
{Inches, principally to speculators, very little to

actual settlers, or on terms of settloment. and |
nearly all at the tpset pricd ; about 25,000 acres
within the District alluded to are yetunsold. . The
Committec agree fully with the viewsof the Hon.
Mr. Brown, that the Crown Land Department in
itself, is by far the most important in the Prov-
ince, it refers to the whole publie domauin, and
the success of the present, and the hopes of the
future, are a!l depending upon its proper man-
agement.  The sums realized by the Province
from the disposal of these Lands In the Counties
through which Railroad passes, beingto.the end of
the last fiscal year, £2.490 14 '7, will be an in-
signilicant item in a Sinking Fund for the pay-
ment of the Interest, or the rédemption of the
principal money borrowed for 1ts construction.

‘ In the Correspondence of the Attorney Gen.
eral while negotinting the loan in 1855 and 1856
luid vefore the House on 11th February 1856, he

increase in the value of Wild Lands in Canada
sinoe the opening of Railronds had been marvel-
lous, and was likely to exercise u most beneficial
influence on our interests ; and ulso * Canada in
1351 hda not a mile of Railway. and he was inform-
ed it had now the 800 il s in operation, besides
large contracts in progress, that land had risen
enormonsly, and in regions taaversed by the Ruil-
road wiid lands now bring from £3tv £5 un
ucre.”

* The Committee find that in 1856 blocks of
Lands were reserved in different parts of the:
Provinee to be sold only for actual settlensent,
und ono of these numed * Mo teugie” wus senar
the line’ of Runway. The Orders in Council
were published in the Gazette and otherwise;
they havo never been rescinded by any subse-
quent order, and the * Montengla” bloek hus
been nearly all sold to speculators without any
public notice being given that these Lands hud
been thrown open for general application. The
testimony of Mr, Brown, corroborated by Mr.
Inches und others, prove that as no applications
appeaced this scheme wus tacitly abandoned us
impracticuble.

* The Honorable Surveyor General has fully
expluined to the Committee the business of the
Crown Land Department, the Staff employed,
and the duties of eash. The Committee beheve
that Mr. Brown has endeavoured te Gischarge
the duties of Lis office to the best of his ability,
and from the evidence before them they believe
that he endeavoured to exereise a striot regard to

economy in the manegement of the Department

Alfred Whiteheud,” Mr. Alexander Shives, Mer- | some su the namo of others; but in 1333 :nd!pect were over ruled. expenses were incurred by
: {

subordinates und others contrary to his orders,

p o i s 5 Panaeets sihs Ghe |1 heir Ace S i sxcess of y i
Davidsen. o Member of the Legisiative Coun-|Land in seveéral Counties of the Proviuce, chicfly {and their Accounts paid in excess of the Avditor

General’s Reporty withon: any sanction or autho-
His recom-

the delay in obiining decisiens and actioa on
matter referred to the Law Officers, injurious to
the public interests, and producing anunfavoura-
ble «ifect on the Department, did not ree. ive the
attention that their importance demanded, and
in the languuge of Mr. Brown, there woere bat
two gourser left for Lim to adopt, eithor to sub-
it to the interference or to remgn his office.
The proposed reduction of expenses wero laid
before the Committee, as well as a statement of
the income and expenses of the Department for
the ludt ten yeams, to which they beg referchoe.

* The practies which has long provailed, of

{uses have been made during the present year, |Officers in Pablic Departments acting as agents
2 in conuection with the business of the departinent

is looked upvn with distrust, and is unsound in

principle.

**The Act 12th Victoria. Chapter 4, generally

knowu as the Labor Aot, provided that vacaut
Crown Lands, under the direction of the,Governor
and Council, sbould be surveyed off in lots vot
exceeding one hundred acres, and be sold and dis-
posed of by private sale for three ehillings per
acre or upwards, to industrious settlers, payablo
in money, or by labor in epening and making
such roads as would
and settle
power to the Governor and Council to make rules
and regulations for carrying out its provisions.

ﬂromote the improvement

ent of the Province. The Act guve

“Under the operations of this Law, it is in

evidence that inssme parts of the Province great
benefits have resulted ; a great number of persons
have taken up lots, settlad npon them, and paid for
theltlands by labor faithfully performed upon tho
great aud bye Roads of the dﬂm

weald not have been obtained had money been re-
the House to the Evidence and Documents taken | Quired 3

ots;a result which

in t. Prior to
vat Abacsh badl arlaen notoe the gt Mt Wraota

states in o lettpr 10 Messrs.. Barings. that the




