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PARIS, Monday, August 30, 1909.—
Since writing my letter of ten days ago
in Venice I have made brief visits, in

' passing, to Milaa, . where I fraw the
! great cathedral, 'to Chamoix, whence
I viewed Mont Blanc; to Montreux,

'there seeing the Paradlse of Lake

Geneva and the surrounding Alps; and
‘stopped over for a day each in Berne,

i Basle and Cologne, at the latter place
= concluding a trip down the Rhin’trom
" Mayence. In Paris again after a six
week’s absence on my flying tour over
a large part of Continental Europe, I
find myself in possession of printed
and other data which to read and di-
igest fully would require at least six
_‘months. But these letters are not in-
;tened to record my conclusions on
thorough observation and reflection,
but rather my impressions of the mo-
ment as to the facts of soci@l condl-
tions and the tendencies of the Euro-
pean labor movement.

In Berne, as had been the case in the
other cities visited, I was taken In
hand by trade union representatives,
who showed me about the city and ex-
plained the labor situation in their
country. The national unions of Switz-
erlang have a building of their own in
Berne, a fine five-story stone house in
a good neighborhood, in which there
are the usual meeting rooms and the
offices of the national secretaries. As
1 have already mentioned, these cen-
tral trade union buildings in European
eities have the appearance, and the em-
ployes in the suites of offices a good
deal of the air, that we in America
associate with the headquarters of big ™
corporations.

The labor situation of Switzerland
has peculiar features. A considerable
part of the country’s industrial opera-
tions is carried on in the rural dis-
tricts, the employes working on their
_own little strips of land during the
short *farming season of the summer
and in the factories or other industrial
establishments the rest of the vear.
The product of their agricultural
labors is not sufficient to maintain
them, and their earnings as employes
are not enough to induce them to part
with their little land and become once
ang for all a part of the industrial
army. Their usual hope, I was told, is
to save what will buy them a little
more land. But that disappointment
in regard to this is common is seen in
the fact that the movement from coun-

£

try. to city is steady in Switzerland, |

¢

much as it is in other countries. The
Swiss Secretary of Labor in a recent
publication shows that from 1850 to
1900 the combined population of forty
country districts has fallen off from
476,965 to 431,417, a decrease of  more
than 45,000. In 1850 these districts con-
tained 19 per cent. of the Swiss people;
tn 1908, only 13 per cent. On the other
hand, in the same period the nineteen
Swiss cities having more than 10,000
inhabitants have increased from &
combined population of 152,819 to 742,-
205. However, to the American, accus-
tomed to seeing the methods og agri-
culture on a large scale at home, it is
rather surprising that the Swiss peas-
ants do not emigrate in large numbers
to a country where their habits of
thrift and industry:ang knowledge of
cultivating the soil would yield them
better results. Their own .mountain
land is under snow most of the year;
its steep hillsides and Alpine heights
do not permit the use of field machin-
ery. Consequently the work has to be
carried on by primitive methods. As
I came along through green valleys the
hay crop was being harvested, by all
the members of the household usually,
with scythe or sickle and hand rake.

While well established unions have
existed for decades in a score of trades
in Switzerland. The general federation
on a purely economic basis has been
but recently founded. The mingled po-
litical and trade union movement
which so long influenced the masses
brought about extremely unsatisfac-
tory results. In French Switzerland,
continual dissension drove out of the
unions many of their adherents, while
others joined the so-called Christian
unions, and still others took up with
the Anarchist unionists, whose chief
tenets are the general strike, “direct
action,” and anti-militarism. In fact,
at present it seems that the Anarchists
have the lead in the French-speaking
Swiss labor organizations. Against
them much of the writing in the So-
cialist and federated union press is di-
rected.

The short standing of the present
national Swiss labor movement, which
is on the plan of the American Feder-
ation of Labor, is indicated in the fact
that the organ of the metal workers,
the strongest of the unions, is only in
its eight year of publication,
both that of the workers in alimentary
products and that of the federated na-
tional unions (“La Berne Syndicale’)
are in their first year.

An obstacle to the national- organi-
zation of trade unions (I'Union Suisse

while |

des Federations Syndicale) is the ex-
istance of the “local labor union.” In
this body are mingled men of any
trade or business or profession who
wish  to become members, together
withh the 1oéal unions of the regular
trade organizations. Commenting on
the disadvantages of such an associa-
tion, the July “Revue Syndicale” says
it is “the arena of the champions of
local politics.” Strikes are therein
precipitatéd and boycotts instituted
despite the wishes of the national un-
ions interested. ‘A ceaseless fight has
also been waged in them against the
assessments, the officials, and .the
benefit features of the federated un-
jons. Further, “Certain politicians of
the locality profit so much from the
‘local labor union’ as a source of power
that the wageworkers get disgustea

with the movement” and ‘“quit the
‘devil to fall into the arms of his
grandmother.” ' The “Revue,” in its
article, describes these combinations
of all sorts of people in the “local un-
fon” as promoting strikes without con-
sidering their effect and contrary to
the ‘advice of.ihe federated commii- |
tees affected, of issuing numerous sub-
scription lists, of voting assessments to
support movements that had long be-
fore failed. ' Neither the regular local
union secretaries nor the editors of
the loeal labor press could do other ;
than please. their politcians n power
This description of thie outcome of the
indiscriminate mixing up of all kinds |
of alleged social reformers ought to he !
interesting to those American semi-
unionists and semi-politicians who are
dissatisfied with the American labor
movement ag it exists. And also to
the trade unionists, who are satisfied |
that their .course is the right one.

In one of the Swiss local papers a
correspondent writing from Martigny, |
takes note of the efforts of severa] of
the leaders in religious circles to forma !
a local “Cliristian trade unfon.” He |
adds:  “The working class is divided |
into Catholic, Protestant, Liberal and |
Socialist trade unions.” The clergy |
who promote the Christian trade |
unions defend their course by showing |
that the- Soclalists, who have sought |
often with success, to rule the unions,
are opposed to the church. Significant!

The activity of the boycott ih Switz-
erland was noticeable.. A large to-
bacco factory was asking for'a treaty |
of peace with organized labor and a
trade agreement in consequence of a |
boyeott that had diminished its output !
montta by month for several years.

|

i Germans,

| jewelers,~®tc.
| money wages is indicated by the fact
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r. Gompers inds That Politics - and

Unionism

- Do Not Mix Very Well in Europe

Regarding another article under boy-
cott, “L'Alimentation” printed this
paragraph: “We recommend to all our
comrades not to purchase it in the
cafes, barber shops, etc.” The labor
press of Switzerland is united on this
one subject, if no other. There are
twenty trade union organs printed in
German, six in French, and three in

_Italian, one co-operative organ in Ger-

man, French and Italian each, and
twelve golltlcal labor newspapers in
German, two in French, and two in
Itglian.

Of course, no traveler can pass
through = Switzerland without having
his attention attraced to its hotel “in-
dustry.” The labor press has its opin-
fons as to the way it is carried on.,
Mentioning: the fact that in 1905 the
little country had more than 1,900
hotels, with a total of 125,000 ‘beds,”
the “Revue . Syndicate” deplores the

! situation of the hotel’waiters, especial-

ly as far as their character as men is
concerned. “Self-respect, honesty,
love of liberty, and the sentiment, of
personal dignity,” all that comes tooO
an end. “Instead.of .learnihg useful
labor, that is; a good trade, thousands
of intelligent young men become hotel
Ir essengers, boothlacks, porters hang-
ing about raliway stations. and kitchen
asgistants. ‘Our conclusion is that the
hotel industry has but increased our
dependence on foreign countries.
While the Swiss do not emigrate ex-
cept in small numbers, the consider-
able. immigation into Switzerland i<
indicated by the census of members
of natjonalities of the Swiss Federa-
tion of Metalworkers, taken by this

! union in 1907, when it had 17,824 mem-

Of these, 12,925 were Swiss, 2,692
265 French, 651 :Austro-
Hungarians 862 -Italians, 3and 426 of
ofther natjons. That is, nearly 30 per
cent. were foreigners. Throuzhoéut
Continental . Eurone fhe ‘“metal work-
ers’’ union takes in a score of occu-
pations. for which we have different
workers. blackstiths, boilermakers,
cutlers, puddlers, molders, toundry
laborers, achinists, watchmakers,
The 'general level of

bers.

that 400 of 2,350 union metalworkers
in Zurich work nine hours a day and
the rest nine and a half hours, and
that among 1,119 of .them the average
wages is a little more than twelve
cents an hour.

Inf,Basle I: spent an ’interesting half

day in the company of representatives
of the Co-operative movement and of
the International Federation to Pro-
mote Labor Legislation. For the city
of Basle the number of members of
the local Co-operative Society aver-
ages nearly one for each family. The
labor legislation just at present chiefly
engaging the attention of the federa-
tion named is uniform laws for the
protection of women and children,
Cologne I feund to be rather behind-
hand as compared with other Germnan
cities in general movements for work-
img cluss welfare. But, however, it has
within a few vears taken a start in a
purely labor movement—andgput it on
its feet firmly—that promises a  pro-
gressive development. No more satis-
factory intervielvs: in this respect have
I had with trade union leaders any-
where in Europe. And it came about in
a most unexpected manner. Cologne
was on my itinerary only for a brief
'stop and the men of labor were un-
aware of a call from me, After a rather
cursory “peep’’ into some of the home
and working conditions, I soon found
the labor headquarters. While climb-
ing the massie stone stairs up to the
third story (thay know nothing of
“lifts”’-elevators in office buildings in
lourope), I mentioned my mission to a
man who was preceding me. He re-
cognized and greeted me cordially. He
proved to be the secretary of the local
Woodworkers' Union, a well informed
and intelligent man. He invited me
into his well regulated office and ‘was
glud to impart all infermation in con-
nection with labor conditions and the
struggles which the unions have had
and still have with employers as well
as the leaders of the Socialist political
party. His views can best be given in
his own words: “We have,” said he,
“tHe same contentions in Germany that
vou have to a lesser degrez in America
with the leaders of the Socialist party.
I noticed the attacks on you in the
Berlin “Vorwarts,”” the ‘‘Neiue Zeit"”
and Leibzigen “Volks-Zeitung.” But
what of that? These Socialist papers
are edited, as the party is led, not by
workingmen, but by the so-called ‘In-
tellectuals,’” professors and others of
the same sort, who know nothing of
the real life, the conditions and striue-
gles of the workers. These writers
and leaders? Why we are in constant
strife with them in defending the trade
union movement from their meddling
and attempts at domination. The same
bitter tactics that they have displayed
toward you, they employ toward Carl
Legein (the president of the German
Jrade Union Fgderation). Why? Be-

cause he dares to stand true to the
trade union movement in defense of
and for the advancement of the work-
er's interests. These writers consult
their books and are blinded by their
theories. In a word, the difference be-
tween them and us is they are in the
clouds while we are on terra firma.”,
‘He called attention to the fact that in
nearly every trade in Germany there
exists three or four antagonistic na-
tional trade unions, each of which is-
sues an official weekly paper opposing
the true unions of labor. “These facts,”
added my informant, as well as the or-

.ganization of the employers, compel us

to” pursue the common sense methods
of making the best efforts to not only
organize the workers, but also to unite
the unions in one comprehénsive move-
ment.” He added much more useful
information of ' equal 4 value ‘of, the
growing independence of the German
lahor movement from political party
domination,

There I met the secretaries of
Metalworkers and. Typographical un-
ions. The formar has compiled and
published an excellent pamphlet on
the housing conditions of -his fellow
craftsmen, which according to him are
miserable and degrading. One of his
criticisms of official opinion and action
is especially noteworthy. He declares
that the Cologne official conception of
working class overcrowding begins
only “when more than six persons live
in one 100m and more than eleven per-
sons live in two rooms.” What a com-
mentary on civie duty — on civiliza-
tion!

The secretary of the Cologne Typo-
graphical Union having invited me to
visit the office of the “Daily Zeitung,”

I accompanied him, rather for the
purpose of making ingquiries of him on
the way than in expectation of seeing
anything unusual in a printing office.
But I did see something extraordinary.

the-

This extraordinary thing was not the .
of ;

cleanliness, the extreme tidiness,
every room in the building, hardly a
bit of paper being seen lying on the
floors anywhere. . Nor was it in the
walls, nor the mosaic flooring, nor the
lockers for every. one of the employes,
nor the excellent arrangements for
light and ventilation. In every depart-
ment the equipment was new looking
and every bit of it I was assurd, was
a model of its kind, and every kind
to be seen was the latest. But all this
could not be called extraordinary. We
have some fine printing offices n every
city of the United States. But what
our big country has not, and it not

likely soon to have, the Cologne ‘“Zei-
tung” has. It has 131 hand composi-
tors in its composing rooms and not
one composing machine. A corps of
healthy and intelligent-looking men' it
is that gets out the ‘“‘Gazette” and,the
books and other newspapers it prints.
There they stand, upright, at the type
cases, lifting letter by letter, just as
we used to see men in the newspaper
offices in America twenty years ago
setting up the news, and the editorials
and advertisements. And’ there’s not a
typesetting machine in any daily news-
paper office in Cologne! Well, the men
report themselves satisfied, the man-
ager told me he was satisfied, and why
shouldn’'t wé Americans be satsfied?
And satisfied also, may be the econo-
mist who wishes to-illustrate his doc-
trine that comparatively high wages
do not certainly imply a comparative
high cost’ of product. My authentic
information is that the compositors
working on the New York morning
newspapers have. a minimum of $31
per week, time “work; the compositors
of the Cologne ‘“Zeitung” earn, at
piece work, $12.50 and upward — not
very far upward. A machine operator
on a New York paper will turn out
four times the product of a compositor
on the Cologne “Zeitung.”

On my arrival'in Paris I saw a large
gathering of men around the “Bourse
de Travil” and learned that the brick-
layers were out on strike — 16,000 of
them. In a few hours I had a lengthy
conference at a meeting with the ten
members of the executve committee
who' ar charged by the men with the
leadership of the strike. The commit-
tee quite readily gave me the reasons
for the dispute. The men demanded
the abolition of the “sweaters” and
sub-contractors, the nine-hour day, an
increase of five cents an hour, and a
regular settlement day for their wages,
once a month. The men and their
leadrs exprss cnfidne n h sucete stan
leaders express confidence in the suc-
cess of their movement — at least. in
securing an improvement in existing
gonditions. The hours of \Jabor for.
bricklayers up to the present has been
ten per day—minimum. And yet theo-
rists and faddists in Europe and even
in the United States insist, that Amer-
jca’s workers’ unions are too conserva-
tive and reactionary. What is the an-
swer? ' By their fruits shall ye know
them.

SAMUEL GOMPERS.

HE BIRD-MAN---A NEW TYPE

With the Growth of Aviation Comes the Development of 2 New
Kind of Human Being-—-Most Aviators are '
gorn Not Made.

New occupations develop in men new
facilties. New conditions of life, new
departments of action, differentiate

,;\hose involved in them from their fel-

jows. T have long felt that aviation—
the encounter with a new elemgnt—
must more. definitely than anything
else evolve its type. I believe it is do-
ing so, and that with the assemblago
of aviators next week at Rheims for
the great tournament it will be recog-
nized once for all that there are “bird-
men.”

The mind can scarcely grasp the idea
as yet. But this is the fact: every fly-
ing machine yet built refuses to do its

- best performance, fails somehow to
skim and soar as its inventor prays
that it will, unless the onemanin a
thousand who is unconsciously a bird-
man is at the helm. Shrewd, level-
headed experts now confess it; a new
sense, a subtle new faculty, has beerf
discovered.

Only in a gathering of the famous
air-pilots of today is the .fact forced

_home upon one. Glancing from face to
face, you see the beginning of the new
type of man. It is amazing! Yet it
is true none the less. Everyone natu-
rally is conscious of the mariner’s eye—
that profound faraway look, gained

through scanning vast wastes of water,
which comes into the eyes of mature
navigators. One thinks of this when
one sees the light that lies in the eyes
of all aviators. There is a still, clear
depth in them—something sombre al-
most, as though placed there by their
incessant watchfulness to overcome the
treachery of sudden winds. And, also,
there is in their eyes a certain flash—a
strange, arresting, magnetic flash. It
is the light which darts out when, with
a supple, infinitely dexterous turn of a
lever or a wheel, the flying man—
swooping through the air at a breath-
less, confusing forty-mile-an-hour pace
_averts in the space of an earthman’s

| gasping breath the fearful disaster of

a shuddering plunge to right or left.

THE EYE OF FLIGHT.

The light in the bird-man’s eye ls,
indeed, the visible sign of a new sense
that he possesses. It is the sign that
serves him, faithfully and intinctively,
when he finds himself above the earth
in a flimsy, vibrating structure which
owes its deflance of the laws which
men have revered for centuries solely
to the trick of the human hands which
control its levers. Tt is a sense which
gives a man the power to act “force-
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DIARRH(EA, DVSENTERY, COLIC,

STOMACH

CHOLERA MORBUS, CHOLERA INFANTUM,
SEASICKNESS, SUMMER COMPLAINT

and all LOOSENESS

MAY BE RAPIDLY AND EFFECTUALLY
CURED BY THE USE OF

DR. FOWLER’S

EXTRACT OF

‘WILD STRAWBERRY

The medicine with a record of cures extending
over 65 years. Yon don’t experiment when you buy it.

MRs. JOSEPH MATCHRTT,

the lives of my three littlo oves.
sick with it.
of no use, I suggested weo shonld try Dr,
giving,

MRs. S. A. HARR1sox, Napance,

this testimonial of what Dr. Fowler's

~ tamily. My daughter's little girl,
nearly dead.
dose gave relief and the third cured her.
stopped it right away.
all the time.

highly‘in all trouble where the bowels become too loose.

trouble at once.”

_~Refuse Substitutes. - Price 35 cts. They’re Dangerous. Manufactured only
by The T. Milburn Co., Limited, Toronto, Ont. i
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: Buntsville, Ont..”writes; ** It gives me much pleasure to
write you of the wonderful benefit I have found in your medicine. Last summer it saved
They all took the summer complaint and were very
The baby would take fits, and after trying man Y
Fowler's Extract of Wild Strawberry. After
them one bottle I found a great change,
ever. We havo never been without it since, and

Ont., writes: ‘I take great pleasnre to send you
Extract of Wild Strawberry has done in our
three years old, 1o0k
After all other 1emedies failed I thought of your remedy.

L 1 adviee all mothers to
It ia n grand medicine for young and old, and 1 cannot recommend it tro
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CRAMPS, ;

OF THE BOWELS

.‘Q.......’!..’_!_!.,“.’3’,”_”8“'

remedies, whieh were

and now my littio ones are as well as
1 have recommended it Lo my friends.”

summer complaint and was
The first
My son hed diarrhoea and a few dores

ave a bottlo of ‘ Dr, Fowler's " on hand
A few doses will check the

pee

' 0000000000000000000

W ernn s

|
fully in an infinitely shorter space of

1

| which, as yet, is as nothing to whatdt

time than'is necessary for the driver ;
of a pawerful racing motor-car. In a

word, it is a sense inborn—an instinct |
which cannot be acquired, an instinct !

may be..

Lnen, stranger still, even more ar-
resting, the faces of the men who fly
are strikingly birl-Hke. This is the
‘cbvions, .unmistakable sign of the new
sense ‘that ‘they possess. One can
scarcely imaginé,” for. exampie, a more
ctriking instance of the bird-man's
face than that of Bleriot, the hero of
the Channel. I met him first at Calais,
three days before he flew to England.
His powerful, hooked nose.and heavy,
determined chin were remarkable
enough. ‘Allied to his eyes, the face of
the bird-man was  well-nigh perfect.
Pleriot’s eyes are extraordinarily pier-
cing, and in them also is that sombwe,
elusive, metallic gleam. At first I did
not ‘understand it, but later on an ap-
preciation cof it came to m=2. Bleriot
has literally fought the air. Time and
again, in - experiments more daring
than other men would essay, he has
fallen nearly to his death. But he has
struggled grimly on, fighting forces |
only partly known. That has brought
the sombre light into his eyes—an un-
equal, fiercely waged conflict .with the
forces B¢ nature.

THE FACE OF M. SOMMER.

But, apart altogether from features
and eyes, Bleriot's face, the face of
Sommer, the newcomer in aviation
who -has just wrested from another
bird-man, Wilbur Wright, the credit
of the longest continuous flight, and
the faces of the other flying men, hold
one's attention for a reason one can-
not divine. Even, wheni seen among
other men they hold the eve. In them
there is' sumething altogether unusual
—some expression, intangisle, but there |
none the l¢ss, which Detrays that they
are of a néw type Of men. ;

Hubert Latham for instance! Never |
could there be a clearer type of the
bird-man.-As he talks to you his sleeny
eyes—in which lie hidden slumbering
fires of firm resolution—are wandering
‘about the sky. For minutes on end he
will follow the flight of a bird.

Even his words reveal him. They are
precise—picked with infinite care—just
as precisely and carefilly picked as his
movements have to he when rushing
through ' thé air io his graceful, bird-
like monoplane. “An unusual man,” a
casual observer would say on seeing
Latham taF the fifst time.” THend “he
would add: I don't quite uynderstand
him.” There Is, indeed, a - distinct
“something”’ about Latham one cannot
understand” Hé {§'3 bifd-man.” =~ 7'

Through powerful” glassés 1 haye ac-
tually been able to study the face of

the bird-man Latham as he has flown g

in circles at Sgngatte in his prelimin-
ary tests ' for ' the 'cross:Channel at-
tempt. The expressicn on his face as
he flies is altogether remarkable; there
i{s, indeed, goniething abnormal in it.
He sits motionless on the back of his
great, vibrating bird. There is a wheel
to one hand: 4 second.wheel' fo his
other hand. His feet also—set in straps
—have their work to do. 4

MR. LATHAM FLYING.

But watch his face while he is: fly-
fng! 1It’is set hard, with a wide® far-
seeing look in the big, itranquil eyes.
He seems veritably, apart from any
effort of his 6wn, a man uplifted into
a new sphere. . Deft, dainty move-
ments of his hands seem performed al-
most unconsciously. His whole pose—
the suggestion of his appearance — is

that of 2 man learning to realize a new i

and glorious gift, and making use of it
for the first time—half-joyfully, half-
doubtfully.

“Thé bird-look too, is strikingly pre-
sent in the personality of that indomI-
table student of aeronautics Henrl

like whipcord; he could not move
slowly if tie tried. His face is alto-
gether remarkable. It -betrays an ar-
resting eagerness. There is a strange
quegtioning . expression in hs
It is wonderful, 'to sée him moving
about,an aeroplane. He wears an alr
of complete understanding: there . is
something almost caressing in the way
he will ‘touch 'a ‘spring or move a
lever. . :

‘Nor must' one forget Delagrange —
Delagrange - with the deep, far-seeing
eyes, strong, clean—cut face, alert, sure
movements. ,Of all aerial pilots he
seemg the one a hesitating passenger
wonld soonest trust himself
There is a look on Delagrange's face
which gives entire .confidence. Paul
Tissandier too—one of Wilbur Wright's
pupils — should be mentioned ‘among
the “Bird-men.” ~He<has the eyes of
the .man who flies.

And the movements of these prac-
tised bird-men, even when on the

ground, are noticeable to an observer |

who is‘really observant. They have a
certain agility with their hands, even
when~doing a quite ordinary thing,,
that is fascinating. They walk with a
spring; there is a sort of quicksilver
element about them.

Thelirs is the new sense. How .many
of us possess it only the coming of
the irresistible impulse to attempt

flight. and the obedience to that im- . :
: pecome a great agricultural

pulse can prove.

e e
TELLING A COW’'S AGE.
e e
A cow’s age Is indicated by her
horns. At the age of two a ring of
thick material forms at the base of

yvear after this becomes apparent.. 1o
find the age, therefore, count the rings
and add fwo. In the case of a bull,
however, the first ring does not appear
until ‘he is five vears old,  and one an-

nual ring. appears afte} that, so to the |

number of rings on a bull's horns five
must be added. The résult atained is,
however, only approximately correct,
for not only is the: time of appearance
of the first ring uncertain, but occa-
sipnally two rings appear in one year
and then again sometimes a vyedr is
omitted, no ring being formed. A dis-
honest dealer can also change the ap-
parent age of the animal by filing off
some of the tings from its hornms, so
that complete reliance on this sign is
sometimes very deceptive.

ON THE HOME TRACK.
e T e
“pad, T was simply great in relay
events,” boasted the boy from col-
”“Good enough, son. We'll make use of
them talents. Your ma will soon be
ready to relay the carpets.”

lama,

ORGINAL
ANG
ONLY

GENUINE

e il

BEWARE
OF
IMITATIONS
SOLD
O THE
MERITS

LINIMENT _
OF

Farman. He is a man of extraordin-
&ry nervous energy; his muscles seem

with. :

each horn, and one ring is added every ! every hundred miles, yet

MINARD.S

LORD STRATHCONA TELLS OF

eyes. |

HiS TRIP THROUGH THE WEST

e

MONTREAL, Sept. 17—Lord Strath-
cona reached the city yesterday from
the West. Then Lord Strathcona spoke
of the tremendous development which
had taken place in the West since he
had last visited Winnipeg, some eigh-
teen years ago. As a matter of fact
he had not visited the capital of Man-
itoba since he accomparied Hon. Mr.
Desjardins and Hon. Mr. Dickey for
the purpose of interviewing the Gov-
ernment of Manitoba on the school
auestion. .

It being suggested that His Lords}}m
must be eminently pleased tb realize
that his fondest hopes regarding the
Canadian West had been more than
realized, the High Commissioner made
the following S tement: “I .cannot
say that any mer t is due me for hav-
ing expressed the belief many years
ago that the Canadian West would
country,
although I must say today that my
dreams of that time never came up
to what the reality is at the present
moment. I had, as you know, tra-
velleg all over that region, and al-
though I saw but one house perhaps
what few
habitations that came under my vision
during that long ago were invariably
surrounded by such flourishing garden
patches that 1 had little difficulty
reaching the conclusion- that what
could be produced on a small scale
would later on be grown all over the
country. As I have just intimated, 3
could never have expected in so short
a time to see that splendid solidity
which is now visible in our great Wset.
I might have good reason to expect
population, for we have seen these
great influxes of people to certain Am-
erican centres, but I could never have
hoped to find not only population, but
every factor that goes to make up 2
progressive and up-to-date community.
Not only in Winnipeg, but in Edmon-
ton, in Regina, in Calgary, in Vancou-
ver, in Saskatoon and in other places
we visited en route did we
paved and well lighted streets,
banks and warehouses, which would
do infinite credit to old settled eastern
communities. I believe Vancouver will
double its population in twenty years,
and this may likely be a conservative
estimate, while the canitals of Man-
itoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta will
also be large cities.”

“Do you think that the West will
complately dominate the Dominion
politically and otherwise?”

I am not prepared to say that the
West will . dominate Canada, as you
have suggested, but there can be no
doubt that the time is not far away
when it will exert a very great in-
fluence upon the destinies of the ‘Do-
minion.”

Being asked if he thought Winnipeg
would ever become a financial centre
of importance, Lord Strathcona said
he did not see why it should not. His
Lordship well remembered when Chi-
cago played an unimportant roll in
the financial affairs of the Americanr
Union and when even an enterprise
of any importance haq to be floated it
was to the East and not Chicago where
the financing had to be done. Now all
this had been changed, and Chicago
today, while not taking away New
York’s commercial and financial pres-—
tige and influence, was able to look
after her own wants as well as those
of thée great district and the many
millions of people of which she is theé
centre. The same thing, he thought,
might be said with regard to the fu-

find well
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ture ‘of Winnipeg. Montreal and the
East would, no doubt, continue to
forge ahead and hold her own in the
commercial and financial world, but
it would be a very hazardous predic-
tion that did not include Winnipeg
and other of our western cities as cen-
tres of mercantile and financial in-
fluence and power.

The High Commissioner, again going
back to the early days, said that he
had gained a great) dea! of knowledge
concerning the possibilities of the
West when he was a member of the
local Legislature of Manitoba. Then
he became thoughtful as he recalled
many events of historic interest to
Canadians. He told of the time he
west west to tale part in the last
Hudson Bay Company council at Nor-
quay House, apd how later, he re-
ceived the late Sir Adams George
Archibald, who had gone up in 1870
as the Lieutenant-Goverpor of the
newly created province of Manitoba,
yet through it all he had always
maintained that the West was destin-
ed to be a great grain-growing coun-
try, noi, perhaps, as great as it has
become today, but of the greatest im-
portance.

His observations as to the railway
system of the country were also of
paramount interest, yet he said there
were few even when thy had organiz-
ed what was called the st. Paul, Min-
neapolis & Manitoba Railway, really
believed that there was any brilliant
future in store for ‘'what had been de-
signated as ‘““The great lone land.”
When he and hi§ associates had taken
this property in hand no one out there
able to do so would have given them
ten cents a share on their property,
the par value of which was $100
pér share. The stock soon, however,
reached $80, and it was not long be-
fore it went to $160, and it was this
financial success which attended the
enterprise that enabled them to pro-
ject the <Canadian Pacific Railway
from ocean to ocean through Can-
adian territory. When the railway
from St. Paul northward was organiz-
ed no one ever thought of the larger
but their main object at
the time was to tap the fertile re-
gion of the Canadian Northwest. Again
he repeated, it was the success of the
Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba
that had made the C. P. R. a possi-
bility. He was well pleased that other
competing railroads had followed the
Canadian Pacific. Had there been
no other transcontinental railways
the people would never hdave been

EVERY TEN CENT PACKET OF
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Will kill more flies than three hundred
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satisfied, and although the nadian
Northern and the Grand Trurk Paci-
fic were both well underway, no harm
would be done to the C: P. R, and
there may still be other roads in thai
vast domain, was Lord Strathcona’s
comment.

«What is your opinion as to the
wheat belts’ most northern limit?” -

“I am sure that a great deal of
wheat will be raised away up in the
Pedca River country, as well as in
other regions. Of course the area is
not going to be as large as that tre-
mendous tract of country extending
from the northwest angle to the
Rocky Mountains, measuring eleven
hundred miles by three hundred north
and couth, but there will be consider-
able sections yet untried, upon
which many millions of good wheat
will be raised. 1Ty

As for the plan to ship wheat from
Vancouver to Eurgpe, he.was. of fthe
opinion that the .promoters of tivis
policy - knew what they were “talking
about, and thaf it was highly prob-
able that a portion of .the futuye eroep
of the Canadian’ West would find an
outlet by the Pagific (€oast.. .-Lord
Strathcona is a great admirer, of; the
port of Vancouver, althpugh there;are
other fine ports, he gieclared. on-the
Pacific Coast, and on the Canadian
gide at that. There was North- Wes)-
minster, where, with a little dredging
ships drawing thirty feet and more
would receive cargo, and, no doubt,
Prince Rupert would give a good ac-
count of itself in the future as the
terminal port of the Grand Trun¥
Pacific. He thoug‘f\t, towever, thail
the fact of Vancouver having so0
much .fine back country at her very
doors was an advantage that can
never be lost sight of.

«And do you think all this country
is going to remain British?” '

«] am confident of it,’ was the
High Commissioner’'s prompt reply.
The men who had come over quite re-
cently from the States were a super-
jor class of people. A great many,
in fact, had been Canadians, who had
gone over the porder years before,
and now they were merely coming
back to participate in this harvest of
plenty which had been vouchsafed to
the Dominion. Lord Strathcona said
that these people would take part in
the legislation of the new land with
the same degree of intelligence as
when they were at home, They find
that the land is better ,the majesty ot
British law respected, and finding
things generally better than at homey
he was sure they were going to mak¢
excellent Canadian citizens, and con-
sequently loyal British subjects.”

in conclusion, His Lordship said
that he was gratified to meet his old
friend Mr.4J. J. Hill, who had come
over the border to attend a function
in his honor. In fact, he had taken
it as a great compliment on the part
of so busy a man as Mr. Hill. The
Canadian High Commissioner will ree
main in Montreal for several days
He will also visit Ottawa before taking
his departure for London.
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BUSY PAPA.
—

«“Mamma,’ asked little three-year-
old Freddy, “are we going to heaven
some day?” -

“Yes, dear, I hope go,” was the re-
ply.

“1 wish papa could go,
tinued the little fellow.

«“Well, and don’t you
asked his mother. ;

“Oh, -no,” replied Freddy, “he could
not leave his business.”

toe,”’ con-

think he will?"

A POOR SPECIALTY.
B

“] see your boy has
chet.”

““Yes; but I fear
president.”
“Doesn’t chop down
cherry tree, eh?”

“No: he chops up my
sticks.”

a little hat-
he’ll never make ¢
yvour favorite

favorite golf




