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handling. It will pay you to use
vegetable garden or a few flowers.
or your spare lot, 60x60,

her particulars call or write,

AL CO., LTD.,

OUTER WHARF

Bowes’ |
Straw Hat
Cleaner

10C.

By mail on receipt of price.

PREPARE FOR SUNSHINE NOW

Its use will save you expense.

Cyrus H. Bowes,

CHEMIST,
98 Government St., Near Yates St.,
VICTORIA, B. C.

Leave your parcels in our care.
Make our store your headquarters.

NOTICR

Notice is hereby givem that thirty days
ter date I intend making application to
jhe Chief Commissioner of A Lands _and
orks for special licenses to cut and carry
way timber from the following lands:
ommencing at a stake on the east side of
he North Thompson River, at the upper
md of the Lower Stillwater Meadows,
hence west 80 chains, thence north
hains, thence east 80 chains, thence south
0 chains. Also commencing near the trail
t Dore Meadows, thence west 40 chains,
hence south 160 chains, thence east
hains, thence north 160 chains, to stake
t place of commencement.

H. 0. STEVENS.
Victoria, B. C., March 23rd, 1904.

Notice Is hereby given that thirty days
fter date I intend to apply to the Chief
oner of Lands and Works for &
renty-one-year timber lease of the follow-
hg lands, situate in the Barclay Distriet of
British Columbia, commencing at a stake
lanted about four miles southeast of the
oint where the Gordon River intersects the
vestern -boundary of the E. & N. Rallway
land grant, thence southwesterly six miles,
hence northwesterly twelve miles; themce
ortheasterly 6 miles, thence southéasterly
long the raillway boundary line  fwelve
niles to point of commencements .o -
Dated this 30th day of March, 1904 .
JOHN TAYLOR.

$1.00

P e

PER YEAR, STRICTLY 1N ADVANCE, TO ANY ADDRESS IN
OANADA, UNITED STATES, OR GREAT BRFFAIN.

©

) Ul dcialtail B
A dalailll 7 1

ER YEAR, TO OTHER C OUNTRIES, POSTAGE P_BEPAID,

PAYABLE INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE

$2.00

VICTORIA, B. C., TUESDA:, APRIL 19, 1904.

NO. 13.

TORPEDO BOATS ,
FOUGHT ALL NIGHT

Russian Accousnt Says They Kept Up a Running Fight With the Jap-

anese Until Early Wednesday Morning---The Sinking
- _ of a Battleship and Destroyer.

st Petersburg, April 15.—5.52 a,m,—
Rumors are current here that Vice-Ad-
miral Togo sent in a number of steamers
on the night of March 31st, and gucceed-
ed in sinking several of them and in
blocking the channel of Port Arthur.
The rumors cannot be confirmed at this
hour.

The date referred to by the correspond-
ent in the above dispatch, March 31st,
is probably according to the old style
calendar, by which the event would have
taken place on April 12th, according to
the new style calendar.

Plunged in Grief.

St. Petersburg, ‘April 14.—The official
bulletin conveying the intelligence of
the loss of another torpedo boat destroy-
or and the accidental erippling of an-
other battleship was almost as severe a
blow as the loss of the Petropolavsk
vesterday, and plunged the whole town
into a new grief. Tt is considered re-
markable here that the Japanese did not
take advantage of this terrible aceident
to attack Port Arthur.

After the official bulletins had been
issued this afternoon there was talk of
the possibility of the destruction of the
Petropolavsk having been caused by a2
submarine boat, but this received little
credence in official circles.

It is confirmed that Grand Duke
Cyril’s injuries consist of burns on the
neck and legs. A life buoy was thrown
to Grand Duke Cyril, by which he sus-
tained himself in the water until pick-
ed up by one of the boats which were
lowered immediately by the other war-

ships.

polavsk. It is reported that he was lost
with the ship. Nicholas T. Kravto-
henko, the well-known Russian literary
man, who was acting as correspondent
of the Associated Press at Port Arthur,
it is believed, went down with the bat-
tleship. Telegrams to him remain un-
answered.

The exact number of Vice-Admiral
Makaroff’s staff on board the ship when
she sank is unknown. She had a com-
plement of about 650, of which 52 were
saved at last accounts.

Was Ship Torpedoed?

Londen, ~ April 15.—A news agency
dispatch from Port Arthur, by way of
St. Petersburg, says that after a fierce
fight - between torpedo boats on the
night of April 12th, the squadron went
out in the morning into the roads and
took up combat with fourteen large
Japanese vessels. At 10.20 in the morn-
ing, as the result of an explosion, the
battleship Petropolavsk sank with her
crew. The dispatch then gives a par-
tial list of those saved from the ves-
sel. The battleship Pobieda, to which
Rear-Admiral Prince Ouklomsky had
transferred his flag, the dispatch con-
tinues, is damaged on the water line.
The enemy, the correspondent con-
cludes, attempted to escape an open
fight, remaining at a distance of 45
cable lengths. The Russian squadron
ran back into the harbor under com-
mand of Prince Ouklomsky.

The Daily Mail’s Chefoo correspond-
ent declares that advices
Russian and Japanese sources indicate
that the battleship was torpedoed. Ad-
miral Makaroff, the correspondent gays,

The exact character of the ininries {o
tio- Pobioda<@resney: .Chie & abiis W ek
The retropolavsk sank two and a wall
minutes after striking the mine.
The Sinking of Battleship.

St. Petersburg, April 14.—The Asso-
clated Press obtained to-night what is
practically the official version of the
sinking of the battleship Petropolavsk
at Port Arthur, and it clears up, to a
great extent, the mysterious features of
that vessel's destruction. This version
H follows:

Retiring before the advanee of a su-
perior Japanese fleet, , the Russian
squadron approached the entrance to
the harbor. It was shortly after 8
o'clock in the morning, and most of ‘the
officers and members of the ecrew were
at breakfast on the flagship.. Vice-
Admiral Makaroff was eating-breakfast
in his cabin and the wardroom Wwas
crowded with officers. On the bridge
Grand Duke Cyril, his friend and two
other officers were on watch, examining
the narrow entrance preparatory to -en-
tering it. At about 8.30 o’clock there
was a terrific' explosion of the boilers,
followed a few seconds later by a deton-
ation from the well in which were stored
the magazines. Huge gaps were torn in
the hull of the ship and the water rush-
¢l in. The centre of gravity having
~_mnlr-, the ship rolled on her side and
sank,

All information tends to prove that
a mine was responsible for the destruc-
tion of the hattleship.

The scene below will never be de-
?\'f‘r;'t\w] as, so far as known, not a
single person between decks succeeded
i escaping. The hot steam which
&calded the men on deck indicated what
must have been the character of the
death met by those in the engine room.
The men on deck were thrown in . all
directions, those falling into the water
swimming and grasping the wreckage
vomited up in the vortex caused by the
sinking of the ship.

The remainder of the squadron im-
mediately stopped and lowered small
boats, and torpedo boats steamed as
< kly as possible to the rescue of the
£ vors.

Rear-Admiral Urin’s statement that
\“.vw.\nhn'xml Togo’s fleet was respon-
'\-‘m- for the sinking of the Petropo-
lavsk is officially denied here. A mem-
ber of the general staff says that ad-

do not show that a naval engage-
1 took- place, unless the cornering
and sinking of the torpedo boat destroy-

r zstrashni can be so denominated.
: _rho Petropolavsk was blown up
¥ 2 mine placed at the entrance to the

to prevent the blocking of the
nnel is the opinion entertained by the
ral staff. There is a disposition in
¢ circles here to raise a controversy

* to whether the explosion occurred in-

® or outside the battleship.

: Emperor this evening appointed

\dmiral Skrydloff, commander of

ack Sea fleet, successor to the late
“Admiral Makaroff "as commander-
Yol of the Russian navy forces im
the I'ar Fast, and has telegraphed him
to go direct from Sebastopol to' Port Ar-

thir and as€sume command there.

Yassili Verespehagin, the famous Rus:
painter of war scenes, was Vice.

®ian

ing the blow as he was neari e har-
i bor on the return.

WEDNESDAY’S FIGHT.

Port Arihur Dispatch Tells of Sinking
of the Torpedo Boat Destroyer.

Port Arthur, April 12.—An engage-
ment occurred at € o’clock yesterday
morning between Russian torpedo boats
and the cruiser Bayan and the Japanes«
vessels. The torpedo boat destroyer
Bezstrashni was sunk. Five of the tor-
pedo boat destroyers, with the Bayan,
returned at 7 a.m.

The battleships Petropolavsk, Po-
bieda and Peresviet, and the torpedo
gunboat Gaydamak, then put to sea.
At 9.30 a.m. a terrific explosion occur-
red beneath the Petropolavsk, and the
ship went down in two minutes.

The Japanese squadron, consisting of
about 20 ships, remained in sight until
3 o’clock in the afternoon.

In the afternoon the fighting between
the opposing flotillas- of torpedo boat de-
stroyers lasted about -an hour. The
Bezstrashni was surrounded by the three
Japanese- torpedo boat destroyers and
sunk. 3

The Japanese boats then withdrew and
the Japanese squadron appeared on the
horizon, thereupon the Russian squad-
ron left the readstead, steering in the di-
rection of the enemy’s ships, which re-
tired.

Soon, however, the Japanese reap-
peared with a formidable force of about
a score of warships. The Russian squad-
ron returned to the roadstead and took
up a position in line of battle, ready to
receive the enemy.

The sudden explosion which destroyed
the Petropolavsk occurred almost im-
mediately thereafter, and the battleship
went to the bottom. Grand Duke Cyril
and Capt. Jakovlaff, the commander of
the Petropolavsk, tour officers and some
50 men were saved.

The battleship Pobieda was damaged
amidships, and went into the inner har
bor, where she anchored. 5

The ‘enemy’s vessels, which were
formed in two divisions, disappeared in
the course of the afternoon.

The fresh breeze, which was blowing
throughout Wednesday, developed into
a gale towards night.

PR b
ENGAGED ALL NIGHT.

Russian Torpedo Boats Were TUnable
to Shake.

Port Arthur, April 14.—1.40 p.m.—
The division of the Russian torpedo
boats which put to sea on Tuesday
night, kept up a running fight with the
enemy until Wednesday morning, when
the cruiser Bayan steamed out to aid
the torpedo boat destroyer Bezstrashni,
which was erippled and unable to shake
off the Japanese attack. The Bayan
drove the enemy off, but the Bezstrash-
ni sank at 7 a.m.

The Japanese torPedo boats withdrew,
but almiost immediately six = Japauese
warships ‘apepared on the heorizon. ;

from beth ;

was enticed outside and the Japanege.lsta s
.rtar:_edc boate_ . exant AWN?{%M&%K{" cesinpathiat ‘the Japanese have
ng t

Admiral Makaroff's guest on the Petro- ron out to meet them, and the Japanese

retired, but almost immediately reap-
peared, reinforced until the fleet consist-
ed of sixteen or seventeen warships.

The Russians put back to the road-
stead and formed a battle line, when at
precisely 10 o’clock, without warning,
the Petropolavsk blew up and sank.

The Pobieda received a breach amid-
ships and retired to the inner harbor,
where an examination proved that her
injuries were not very serious.

Grand Duke Cyril, Capt. Jakovlaff
and - Lieut. Hakovsky, Midshipmen
Sylitte, Jenish and Hakomloff were res-
cued. <

Reports as to the number of seamen
saved are conflicting, one placing the
number at 32 and another at 51.

They were recued by the torpedo gun-
boat Gaydamak.

The cause of the destruction of the
Petropolavsk has not yet been ascertain-
ed.

i etiege iy
HEARD FIRING.

There May Have Been Another Egage
ment Off Port Arthur on
Thursday.

Chefoo, April 15.—2 p.m.—Admiral
Tash, in command of the Chinese cruiser
squadron, reports that he heard intermit-
tent firing in the direction of Port Ar-
thur all day yesterday (Thursday).

— T

SINKING OF BATTLESHIP.

Russian Officials Deny It Was Result of
-Being Struck By Torpedo.

St.: Petersburg, April 15.—The naval
no daformation confirming last

suceseded in blecking the entrance® of
the harbor of Port Arthur.

Grand Duke Cyril is being brought
back to Russia, by command of the Em-
peror. At the Vladimir Palace the cor-
respondent of the Associated Press was
informed this morning of the receipt of
a reassuring telegram from Liao Yang,
where the Grand Puke has arrived with
his brother Boris.

The admiralty authorizes the Associ-
ated Press to deny Vice-Admiral Togo’s
claim that the Japanese 'sank the Petro-
polavsk in a fight off Port Arthur. The
officials declare positively that there
was no naval engagement, excepting the
torpedo boat destroyer fight, either pre-
ceding or following the loss of the bat:
tleship.

Russia has ‘formally acceded to
Japan’s request, made through the Unit-
ed States, to allow 600 Japanese refu-
gees and the Japanese consular staff of
the 'Island of Salshalin (in the North
Pacific, off the east coast of Asia) to re
turn to Japan. They will be taken off
in a neatral ship, which will be arranged
for by the Washington authorities.

o2

GRAND DUKE'S ESCAPE.

Swept From Battleship and Was Picked
Up by One of the Destroyers.

St. Petersburg, April 13.—A telegram
from Grand Duke Boris to Grand Duke
Vladimir, dated at Liao Yang, yester-
day, gives Grand Duke CyriFs account
of his escape from death in the ‘disaster
to the Petropolavsk.

According to his story Cyril fell at the
moment of the explosion to the port side
of the bridge, and from there he lowered
‘himself to the deck. He was then swept
away by an immense wave, and sank toa
considerable depth, but succeeded in re-
gaining the surface. By his own efforts
he caught a floating fragment of the
Petropolavsk’s launch, to which he clung
for abouf ten minutes when he was pick-
ed up by the destroyer Bezshumani.

The telegram adds that Cyril’s aide-de-
camp, Lieut, Vonkube, perished.

—_——
UNCONFIRMED RUMOR

That urand vuke Cyril Is Dead—Last
T'elegram Stated He Was 3
Improving,

St. Petersburg. April 15.—3.25 p. m.—
Persistent. rumors are circulating that
Grand Duke Cyril is dead, but the rep-
resentative of the Associated Press can-
not secure any information. On the con-
trary, Lieuf.-General Prince Galitzine,
master of the Grand Duke Vladimir’s
household, is the . Associated Press
authority for the statement that the tele-
gram received this morning reported the
condition of the Grand Duke Cyril as be-
ing befter.

WM | RS
WAS IT WORK OF SUBMARINE?

Retired Naval Officer on the Disaster to
&ussians at Port Arthar.

New York, April - 15—Bxpressions

from,St. Petersburg of the belief:that the

Admiral Makaroff ordered the squa'd-.

Japanese ‘are using submarine beats in !'

their Port Arthurattacks are given color

by a statement credited to a retired naval |

officer in this city. He declares it to be
the only way in svhich one can account
for the succession of disasters met by the
Russian ships. b

“It is incredible,” he said, “that ships !

which  undoubtedly have charts of the
mines aboard should be blown up by
them. One of the first things Vice-Ad-
miral Makaroff did when
Port Arthur was to resurvey the harbor
and locate the mines. ‘“What is the
sense of these constant bombardments if
they are not feints made in order to en-
tice the Rusgian ships out. Theories that
the Petropolavsk struck her own mines
or. that the Japanese planted a mine dur-
ing 4 night attack are untenable, and we
know that the Japanese have submarines,
A United States naval officer landed at
the Wring dock, an apparently unused
wharf in a Japanese town, before the
war, and saw a: submarine surrounded
on three sides by high fences, so that it
was visible oniy from the water side.
Before he had an opportunity to examine
it, Japanese soldiers on guard drove him
away with threats. They seemed highly
indignant that he should have caught
sight of the boat at all.”

g = e
JAPANESE ’REPORT.
Rear-Admiral Says Torpedoes
Responsible For Sinking of
Battleship.

Were

Paris, April 15,—The Japanese lega-
tion says Rear-Admiral Uriu’s repert
shows that Japanese torpedoes sunk the
Petropolaysk and ‘damaged the Pobieda,
and declares that the reports that sub-
marine boats did the damage are incor-
rect, as the Japanese fleet had no sub-
marine boats. The Japanese legation
pays a high tribute to the late vice-

admiral,
0
FRENCH VIEW.

Ctlcials Believe -That Japanese Sub-
marines Took Part in Fight.

Paris, April 15.—Information received

in government quarters now establishes

the fact that a naval battle occurred be-
tween the Japanese fleet, consisting of
14 warships, and the force under the
late Vice-Admiral Makaroff.

From this the officials strongly incline
to the couclasion that the destruction of
the Russian ships and the. loss of the
admiral resulted from a naval engage-
ment. However, the only definite offi-
cial information is that a battle occur-
red, and it is believed that the Japanese
submarine _boats .took part in the én-
gagement and mk&ﬂ» the destruetion of
the Russian ships. °

The Petit ~Parisian’s St. Petersburg
correspondent says that Aide-de-camp
Kedroff, who was betrothed to Vice-
Admiral Makaroff’s daughter, is among
the lost on the Petropolavsk.

R W
THE JAPANESE ADVANCE.

Main Force Reported to Have Reached
Wiju,

Shanghai, April 15.—2 p. m.—Advices
from Seoul, Korea, state that the main
force of the Japanese has arrived at
Wiju. Itis also stated that in the future
Japanese troops will be landed at
Chusan, near the mouth of the Yalu
Tiver.

It is further reported that a Japanese
transport has carried home seventy sol-
diers, who were wounded in the fighting
on the march to Wiju.

AT i
SICKNESS AMONG JAPS.

Reason Alleged for-Delay of the Army
in Koreas "
Tientsin, April 15.—F ¥ asserted here
that the reason the delay in the move-
ments of the Japanese army in Korea
is that over 12 per cent. of the troops
are suffering from a malignant sickness,
described as being a species of beri
beri.
PR, N
BRIDGE DESTROYED.

Traffic Delafed and Trains TUnable to
Reach Yin Kow.

New York, April 15.—The train from
Port Arthur did not arrive here yester-
day owing to the destruction of a bridge,
says a Herald dispatch from Yin Kow,
under the date of April 14th,

—

CONCILIATORY.
Chinese Neutrality—'P_rocl-amations Are
Being Posted in Viecinity of
Harbin,

St. Petersburg, April 15.—A dispatch
to the Vestnik, from Harbin, dafed yes-
terday, says that the Pekin government
is showing a more conciliatory spirit,
and that the local Chinese authorities
are posting neutrality proclamations
daily.

The rich Chinese, the dispafch con-
tinues, fear the approach of the Japan-
ese. The price of food in Harbin is ris-
ing, and the value of the rouble is falling.

D
SEOUL PALACE DESTROYED.

The Emperor of Korea and His Suite
Succeeded in Escaping From
Burning Building.

Paris, April 15.—11.10 a.m.—A cable
report received at the foreign office here
says that the Imperial palace at Seoul,
Korea, was completely destroyed by fire
last night.

.The fire began in the evening gnd last-
ed - throughout.. the might, ' Only . the
ruins- of the palace remain. . ...,

The. Emperor- and -his. suite sueceeded

|

in escaping to a near-by refuge.
The report does not mention any loss

. of life, nor does it give the cause of

he reached ;

"anese craftiness,

the fire, but the recent political unrest
in the Korean capital leads to fears that
the destruction of the palace was the
work of the rebellious element,

s A .

SITUATION IN RUSSIA.

Reporfs From Vienna State That There
Is Considerable Unrest.

New York, April 15.—A cable to the
Times from Vienna says:

“Sinister reports are afloat regarding
the situation in Russia, but no confirma-
tion: of them has been received save an
account of a bomb outrage in St. Peters-
burg, and reports of demonstrations
against fhe war by workmen at Khar-
koff. All accounts agree that the Rus-
sian state of mind is depressed both for
military and financial reasons, while the
Czar is said to be inclined to despond-
ency. Fancy doubtless plays a large part
in these reports, but as Vienna has been
in cpmparatively close touch with St.
Petersburg since the commencement of
the war, it would not be surprising if the
present forebodings possess some founda-
tion in fact.”

—— e

St. Petersburg, April 15.—A telegram
from Admiral Alexieff from Port Arthur
to the Emperor says:

“From 9.15 o’clock this morning to
mnidday the Japanese fleet, in two divi-
¢ions, bombarded the fortress and the
town alternately from the Liao Tishin
promontory, firing 155 projectiles.

“The Russian squadron, including the
battleship Pobieda, replied from the an-
chorage by a plunging fire. The bat-
teries also participated.

“The losses on land were seven Chi-
nese killed and five soldiers, and three
Chinese wounded.

“The Russian warships sustained no
damage and there 'was no loss of life

there.”

That Vice-Admiral Togo has not given
vp hope of further damaging the Rus-
sian ships, now that there is little possi-
bility of their going to sea, is shown by
his bombardment of Port Arthur. In
oréer to drop a shell into the harbor or
city a high angle fire is necessary. This
ie the reason the Japanese took up a
position at Liao Tishin. = Other b(fm-
bardments were from the same point,
which at the time did not seem to be
within the range of the Russian bat-
teries. 'The abandonment of Vice-Ad-
riral Makareff's policy of tmking the
Heet to the outer roads to the return the
Japanese fire is shown in the report of
Viceroy Alexieff that his ships fired over
the hills.

Information which has slowly reached
St. Petersburg has modified the opinion
at first prevailing concerning the orig-
inal eause of the destruection of the bat-
tleship Petropolavsk. There is gradually
developing a disposition to admit the pos-
«ibility that, after all, Japanese torpedo
hoats may have dropped mines at the
entrance to Port Arthur. An official re-
marked to the Associated Press: “It
would be far hetter if the ship was ac-
tually blown up by the jenemy’s mine
instead-of by a Russian mine. The lat-
ter would be the result of inexcusable
carelessness, and 'would properly arouse
the Emperor’s displeasure. The former,
while it would speak volumes for Jap-
could not readily be
avoided. On dark nights it would be ai-
most impossible for the searchlights of
the battéries' to pickup the, torpedo
hoats, however -carefully manipulated.
Bven should it /be- finaily - estdblished
that ~ & Japanese “mine Qestro::ed_ the
Petropolaysk, it -will net.affect.the gen-
eral appreciation of Vice-Admiral Mak-
aroff’s high qualities.”

The Damaged ‘Pobieda.

St. Petersburg, April 15.—The injuries
to the Russian battleship Pobieda are
geclared to be slight. The explosion
‘which injured her took place just at the
water line. The opinion expressed at
the admiralty is that it was produced
by a spent Whitehead torpedo which was
floating on the surface of the water and
which may have been fired during the
torpedo fight. -

There are now only two undamaged
battleships, the Peresviet and the Sevas-
topol, in the harbor at Port Arthur, but
some of the damaged vessels have been
repaired.

Rumor of Reverse.

London, April 16.—The §St. Peters-
burg correspondent of the Standard
sends a rumor to the effect that Vice-
Admiral Togo’s fleet escorted a Japanese
landing of troops to the westward of the
Valu river. When 12,000 men had been
landed the Russian troops, who were
concealed, suddenly attacked them, driv-
ing them back to the ships with heavy
losses in men and guns,

Japs Placed Miness

Kobe, Japan, April 15.—It is asserted
in"naval circles here that the Japanese
arranged to lay thirty mines at the en-
trance of Port Arthur and then entice
the Russians out. The mines were placed
in position and Port Arthur was bom-
barded on April 13th. Several Russian
ships besides the Petropolavsk were
damaged.

Condolences.

Washington, April 15.—Count Cassini,
the Russian ambassador, having form-
ally expressed to_the President the. con-
Adolence of his government upon the ac-
~dent.  sustained by the Missouri, the
President in. turn . personally expresasd
hig :deepest sympathy for the 1ogs sus-’
tained by the Russians in the ‘degth of

Admiral Makaroff and the sinking of
the Petropolavsk.
Wireless Telegraphy.
Washington, April 15.—The Russian
government has given notice that news-
paper correspondents using wireless tele-
graphy will be treated as spies and shot.

LIRS
THE BOMBARDMENT.

According to Russian Aceounts One of
Japanese Cruisers Was Damaged.

Port Arthur, April 15 (Delayed in
transmission).—At six o’clock this morn-
ing a small Japanese squadron appeared
on the horizon and soon drew off, but at
about 10 ‘o’clock a hostile fleet, number-
ing 23 vessels, was agdin sighted. They
formed in two divisions, one taking up a
position beyond Cape Liao Shang, the
southern eextension of the peninsula on
which Port “Arthur is situated, shelling
the shore and the Tiger peninsula, while
the other bombarded Golden Hill and
other batteries from a point opposite the
roadstead.

'The fire was continued intermittently
until 1 o’clock in the afternoon.

The Russian ships replied with an in-
direct fire and made good practice, one
shot damaging a Japanese cruiser.

According to some reports, two Jap-
anese ships were injured.

There was no danger to the forts or
the town.

Some Japanese were killed and a few
Chinese and Russians were wounded.

e i
AWAITING TOGO’S REPORT.

Official Advices Have Not Been Re-
ceived From Japanese Com-
5 mander.

Tokio, April 16.—Noon.—Vice-Ad-
miral Togo’s report of the seventh at-
tack upon Port Arthur is eagerly await-
ed here, although no misgivings are felt
on account of the delay. It is believed
that Vice-Admiral Togo is aware that
sorious damage was inflicted on the Rus-
sians on Wednesddy last and that he has
decided to remain and vigorously renew
the assault in the hope of dealing a final
rlow to the Russian fleet.

The reason for detaching one torpedo
flotilla on Thursday last bhas not been
revealed, but it is probable that it car-
ried orders to Rear-Admiral Uriu to
bring up his squadron or to send either
colliers or an additional supply of am-
nunition. :

s
THE LOSS OF BATTLESHIP.

Mystery Not Yet Cleared Up—Specula-

~“tiofi-as to 'Cause of Disaster. ~ ¥

St. Petersburg, April 16.—1.05 p.m.—
The mystery of the sinking of the bat-
tleship Petropolavsk has not been clear-
ed up. That she tonched 3 mine placed
by Japanese torpedo boats dutring the
night is not officially admitted, but there
is a growing disposition in unofficial
quarters to accept this as possibly the
true explanation. That the mine was
laid by a ruse of the Japanese is gener-
ally believed, although some speculation
is indulged in which may almost be de-
scribed as fantastic. For example, the
possibility of the introduction of an in-
fernal machine into the coal bunkers is

advanced as an explanation of the ex-,

plosion which undoubtedly occurred on
board the battleship. The only thing
afirmed with absolute certainty is that
it was not a Japanese shell, as no fight-
ing was in progress.

All the papers scout the theory of the
destruction of the Petropolavsk having
been caused by a submarine. boat ex-
cept- the Novoe. Vremya,” which indig-
nantly rejects thé idea that the ship was
blow up by a Russian mine, contending
that both the Petropolavsk and Po-
biedd” were struck by torpedoes fired
from submarine boats, affirming its con-
vietion that the two Japanese cruisers
which appeared with 'the fleet for the
first time on this oceasion brought with
them a couple of English or American
submarine boats, and hinting .that they
might have been manned by British
sailors. :

There is considerable ecriticism at the
meagreness of the official dispatches.
some of the papers strongly appealing to
the Emperor for full, complete informa-
tion, saying the Empire and people are
ready to make sacrifices and are strong
enough to accept any news, even the |
worst. ‘Complaints are also made at
the absence of mnewspaper telegrams
from correspondents, at the front, argu-
ing that it will weaken popular interest
in the war.

One of the highest authorities at the
admiralty makes the following state-
ment to the Associated Press: “You can
deny, with absolute assurance, the re-
ports that the enemy was in any way
responsible for the disaster to the Petro-
polavsk. Makaroff never left the har-
bor without dragging for mines. We
believe the Petropolavsk’s boilers blew
up. 'They were of the old Scotch ‘type.
We also consider it quite likely that an
unexploded Whitehead torpedo caused
the Pobieda’s injuries, as the explosion
occurred just at her water line.”

R,

MAKAROFF'S SUCCESSOR.

Appointment of Vice-Admiral Skrydloff
Gives Great Satnsfaction.

St, Petersburg, April 16.—Vice-Ad-
miral Skrydloff’s appoinfment to com-
mand the naval forces at Port Arthur
has been received with great satisfaction
by both the navy and the public. He is
a great favorite with the jackies. Skryd-
loff is considered to be one of 'the-ablest
geamen. and strategists An the Russian
armys: He is:i¥ie nafural suceessor of

Makavoff, whosé comrade he was during

e

the Turkish-Russian war, both distin-
guishing' themselves,

One paper reviewing the naval sitoa-

tion, argues that there i mno cause for
despair, the ships left at Port Arthur
and Vladivostock still constifuting what
Captaid Mahan calls a “fleet in being,”
which leaves the Japanese not free to
act,
* The first two brigades of the line of
Siberia nrifle brigades have been order-
ed to be converted info nine divisione,
increasing ‘their numerical strength te
about 100,000 men,

The Russ prints a sensational tele-
gram from Moscow, saying its corre-
spondent has been notified’ during the
Jast ‘three days that the Chinese are
hurriedly leaving that city owing, it is
said, to orders received from China. The
réport is ridiculed at the Chinese legation
here, where it is said that the relations
between China and Russia are good, the
last case of friction regarding the Japan-
ese instruetors with the Chinese army
having been satisfactorily removed as set
forth in these dispatches on April 14th.

Erhea s, SR
PLACED MINES AT NIGHT.

Message From Togo Regarding the
Sinking of the Petropolavsk.

Tokio, April 16.—9.30 p.m.—Admiral
Togo reports that in the attack on Port
Arthur on Tuesday night the Japanese
sunk mines at midnight, and at 8 in the
morning drew the Russian ships out 15
miles from the port. The Petropolaysk
struck a Japanese mine and was subnk.

LI .

ALEXIEFF'S ARRIVAL.

The Viceroy Has Hoisted His Flag on
: the Sevastopol.

St. Petersburg, April 16.—Viceroy
Alexieff took over the command of the
Russian fleet at Port Arthur this after-
noom and raised his flag on board ‘the
battleship Sevastopol.

—— .
ON THE YALTU.

Twenty Thousand Russians Will Oppose
.the Invasion of Manchuria by
Mikado's Soldiers.

Tokio, April 16.—Private advices from
Korea confirm the reported massing of
20,000 Russian troops on the right bank
of the Yalu river, with the object of op-
posing the Japanese invasion of Man-
churia. Although it is unknown when
rnd where the Japanese will effect a
crossing of the Yalu, it is still believed
that when ready they will force a pas-
sage without serious loss. 5
... An error was made in translating a
"cipher telegram giving the number of
Russians killed in a skirmish at Yala |
river last Tuesday, west of Wiju, the
number was givén as 22, but the num-
ber actually killed was only three.

dunrlEl , T
JAPANESE ARRESTED.

Two Officers Confessed They Intended
to Blow Up Railway.

Harbin, Manchuria, April 16.—Twe
Japanese officers of the general staff
tave arrived here under strict escort,
having been arrested by .the railroad
guards about eighteen miles from this
place. They were dressed as Thibetans.
In their tents were found sixty pounds
of explosives, a fuse, a string of keys to
onscrew nuts, ete. They evidertly m-
tended to blow up the bridge over the
Nonni river, near Fullardi.

The prisoners displayed great ecool-
ness, confessing that it was their inten-
viont to destroy the raiiroad.

; —lei iy

RECELVED BY _EMPE’ROR.

Korea’s Ruler’ Has Recovered Froms
Shock Caused by Burning of
Palace. .

Seoul, April 15.—8 p. m.—The Em-~
peror received in audience this evening
the members of the diplomatic corps.
The Emperor had apparently recovered
from the shock caused by the burning of
the palace, and was calm, making in-
quiries as to the health of the ladies of
the legations, etec. His intimates reporf
that he is still nervous, however.

Many Koreans believe that the burn-
ing of the palace has a political signifi-
cance, in that it will force the Emperor
to return to fhe Kyong Bok Palace, in
the outskirts of the eity, where the Queen
was assassinated in 1895, and from
which the Emperor fled to the Russiam
legation. The Emperor, however, Te-
fused to return, claiming that the palace
is haunted by the murdered Queen. He
prefers to remain in the Imperial library
in the Kius-Ed-Ecken building, where
he took refuge during the fire, until the
palace ig rebuilt.

The electric plant, which was totally
destroyed, together with - thousands of
dollars’ worth of -instruments and ma-
chinery, will be reinstalled.

The heaps of smouldering ruins are
being guarded by a cordon of vigilant
soldiers stationed one foof and a half
apart around the palace walls. The
superstitious pepulace is excited and de-
pressed over the fire, regarding it as am
evil portent.

The fire furnished a wonderful spec-
tacle. The steep mountains about the
city were lighted up as though it were
day, and hurrying crowds of frantie
Koreans and Japanese troops arrived onf
the scene in double quick time. AI¥
Korean government records =and ac-
counts are lost, together with mueck
treasure. The loss is estimated at three
million dollars.
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