
mission. I would like to ask if he 
give me any further information as to 
the employment of Mr. Higginsou’g pony 
team at four or five dollars per day to 
drive the commissioners around?

Hon. Mr. Wells: You gave me the 
first intimation I have had of the mat
ter; but Mr. Hîlginson, I suppose, is at 
liberty to use his pony for that purpose.

Mr. OliVerf It seems to be hard to 
extract information. Apparently there 
are many things going on in the province 
which the honorable gentleman has no 
idea of.

“As an earnest of our desire, now that 
we have a definite knowledge of the 
proposed route via Hope moüntain, to 
afford direct communication to the 
Southern Interior, and in order that 
competition may be maintained without 
discrimination to railway interests, the 
government has made a proposal to join 
hands with the Dominion, government to 
build the line over the Hope mountain 
into the Similkameen, as a joint gov
ernment undertaking, and give all rail
ways full and equal running powers over 
it upon certain terms, the same as is 
proposed in the case of the New West
minster bridge. This would, of course, 
depend upon making suitable arrange
ments with the C.P.R. and the V., V. & 
E. to use it when built. In so doing 
I have stipulated that it is not to be 
regarded as a precedent for or against 
the general principal of government own
ership, so far as the province is concern
ed, or as applicable to other roads under 
consideration; but simply as a proposal 
that might wisely be adopted in a spe
cial case and under peculiar conditions. 
The province alone could not, nor do 1 
believe it is the business of the province 
to, undertake the building of railways on 
its own behalf, but so far as this par
ticular line is concerned, where some one 
company must be subsidized to the ex
clusion of all other lines, by the Domin
ion and the province uniting on a certain 
division of cost, it would afford the com
petition desired and provide for all tiint 
to come against the trade of the country 
being monopolized by any railway cor
poration.”

It would be interesting to know tc 
what extent negotiations have proceeded 
with the Dominion government in this 
respect. I say we have a right to know 
just what the proposition made to the 
Dominion government was, and whethei 
any answer has been received to that 
proposition.

A few months ago I took a trip around 
my constituency and consulted the 
wishes of the people. At that time there 
had been a declaration from the leadei 
of the opposition that he had the sup
port of the House, and I was somewhat 
surprised when I came here since tc 
find that he had not a majority of the 
members behind" him.

Mr. McPhillips : We had good reasons 
for'stating it.

Mr. Oliver : I do not know any
thing about that. The leader of the op
position came into my district" and eu 
deavored to so influence public opinion 
there that I would be forced to join the 
opposition to the government. I pointed 
out to the people at that time that I had 
more confidence in the government than 
I -had in the leader of the opposition. 1 
was supported! in that view by my con
stituents, and resolutions were unani 
mously passed at every meeting which 1 
attended confiding the matter to my in 
dividual judgment. This was the posi
tion then. But at some of those meet
ings I pointed out to the people that 1 
was returned to this House to support 
the principle of government ownership of 
railways, and that the safeguards intro
duced into the Loan bill of last year 
were in the - interests of the people. I 
further pointed out, in this letter of the 
Premier to the people of British Colum
bia, that he had practically stated that 
he was willing, nay, anxious, to nego
tiate with the Dominion government in 
favor of building the Coast-Kootenay 
line as a government work. The state
ments made in that letter have had a 
good deal to do in influencing me in the 
stand I have taken in this House.

Disgust With Premier’s Change of 
Front.

But, sir, L was surprised, nay, disgus t
ed, that, after the enactment of last 
year, in which so many safeguarding 
precautions were observed, and after the 
letter from the Premier, addressed to the 
people of the province, in which the doc
trines of that bill were confirmed, to 
find that the government had mad 
contract with a railway company, which 
involved the giving away of some ten or 
eleven million acres of land and a heavy 
money bonus, without one provision to 
secure the interests of the people.

The V., V. & E. Proposition. •
It is well known in connection with the 

Loan bill of last year that the govern
ment received an offer to; build the Coust- 
Kootenay railway from Mr. E. V. Bod- 
well, as solicitor for the V., V. & E. 
Railway company, and Mr. Bodwell ad
dressed a letter to the government in 
this connection, which concluded as fol
lows:

“In conclusion we have the honor to 
point out that our company are ready to 
accept the bonus on the terms offered in 
so far as they can be matter of agree
ment. It only remains for the govern
ment to re-arrange the wording of the 
act so that we can execute a contract 
without disregarding the statutory law 
to which the company is now subject.”

What is the meaning of that? It is 
that this company offered to build the 
Coast-Kootenay railway, subject to con
ditions laid down in the Loan act of last 
year, just as far as they did not contra
dict the Dominion law to which the 
company was subject. What do we find 
tô-day ? It is reported that this gov
ernment has made a contract for the 
construction of this same Coast-Kootenay 
line upon terms enormously extravagant 
compared with those authorized by the 
Loan bill, and without the safeguards 
imposed by that act.

I will go further than that and” point 
out to the members of the legislature 
just how sincere is the feigned anxiety of 
the government to secure the construc
tion of the Coast-Kootenay line. I say 
emphatically, and I am in a position to 
prove it to any unprejudiced member, 
that the government is not desirous of 
securing the construction of that railway 
upon such terms as would be advan
tageous to the people of the province.

Driving the Truth Home.

mile—a combined total of $12,000 per mile, the Easier recess I received a telegram 
What I have to propose is this: The from the* Chief Commissioner of Lands 

provincial government to retain both these WnrVo oeVîn» mo * .cash bonuses for their own use, and to is- ^n<~ „ or®8 asking me to go to Victoria 
sue to our company bonds of the province to talk over this proposition. As I wish 
°L British Columbia, to the value of $12,- to point out, the question at that time 000 per mile of our main line and import- Wflq «-hie H
ant branches, for which we will issue to - . *8"
the government bonds on our own road to macle to the government by me, upon 
the value of $12,000 per mile, so that the the authority given me bv the comoanv 
government will not be out a single cent, yon wm nf>tn ei_ fp *v*except what will be guaranteed by our . , . te\ f*r’ following para-
bonds, and will have the Dominion sub- &raPhs qf the letter I have just read:
:lly„.0,rûrch^rte?1,eatlnthhearapr^hntt0t^ ^ government intimating to
ends at Princeton, and we shall expect the rne. tnat you are prepared to negotiate 
government to extend our charter by spe- npon these terms. I will immediately wire 
clal act to the coast, and east as far as for a representative of the company fromthe eastern boundary of the province, with ypw VnrV __ _ TV,iî ,authority to build all required branches ‘ .. „ ork ™ Personally settle the de- 
and to operate and equip these branches tails.
either with steam or electricity or both. Sir could nnvthino- »We will agree to allow the government ’ , . ■ more clear or
of British Columbia to have a voice in more business like? Did that govern - 
the regulation of all freight and passenger ment intimate that they were prepared 
traffic rates, and will agree to rates and to negotiate’ No «îr asaS T--------------------e, both inf the interior min- o iL* , ’ lïey not 1

s and through the agricultural dis- rece\vea a letter from the Chief Com- 
the lower Fraser, better and more missioner of Lands and Works to the ef-

lcS!ÏÏS-ttïïiJ,ai,5S fect that 1 ™-e<l for a representative 
to come from New York I must do it

He gave
me no assurance whatever that the gov
ernment was prepared to negotiate or 
even consider the matter. I max 
that it was only after I came bi£ï af
ter the Easter recess that I Smjf the 
slightest hope held out by the commis
sioner that they would even take the 
matter into consideration at all. And, 
sir, the hope held out at that time was 
what?. He told me that there was an
other proposition before the government, 
but that they would not conclude it in 
a hurry, so that, if I thought it advis- • 
able, I could lay a further proposition 
before the government 

Now, on the Sth of April, acting upon 
that suggestion, I wired the company as 
follows :
To Olalla Copper Mining & Smelting Co., 

Temple jCourt Building, Beckman and Nassau Streets.
If satisfied with, offer of 27th March 

come and arrange details. Other proposi
tion delayed pending your answer. P 

JOHN OLIVER.
Now, sir. in answer to that I received 
telegram dated New York, April 10th, 

advising me that Mr. McDougall 
coming to Victoria, which information I 
imparted to the Chief Commissioner in 
the following letter dated April 10th:

a :
I

i

; Ü
\This proposition had been

t>-
The Dyking Question Resumed.

There is so much difference in the loca
tion and description of the lands enclosed 
in these dyking areas that legislation 
which will apply to one section may be 
altogether unworkable in another. I 
think the government should ascertain 
what is required to be done in each of 
these dyking areas separately. This 
opinion is endorsed by many of the land 
owners. And. sir, I hope when the Chief 
Commissioner introduces his bill into this 
House dealing with this dyking question 
that he will ednsent to refer it to a 
special committëe, which shall have pow
er to send for persons and papers and 
take evidence with a view of ascertaining 
what is best to be done to settle this 
vexed question.

The Land Owners Not Heretofore 
Considered.

In years past the land owners have 
not been considered. Complaints have 
frequently been made to me that they 
have been unable to get the necessary 
information; that they have practically 
been insulted Ijy the public works en
gineer when they asked for information; 
and although their property was practi-

SI

t In a servie 
mg camp 
tricts of
reasonable and serv 
been given to any district west of the 
Rocky mountains and equal 
ter, than two-thirds of whi

ES

Rocky mountains and equal to, if not bet
ter, than two-thirds of what eastern Am- upon my own responsibility, 
erica has to-day in the line of railway ac
commodation.

(Signed) W. C. M‘DOUG-ALL.
Mr. Mclnnes: What is the name of 

the company?
Mr. Oliver: The Olalla Copper Min

ing and Smelting company.
Mr. Mclnnes: Is that the company 

which has been advertising its prospec
tus in the New York Journal?

Oliver: I only propose to say 
what I know of the company, and not 
to discuss matters that I am not fa
miliar with. The company proposes to 
build the road for a cash subsidy and 
to give security that removes the prov
ince from any risk in the matter.

I will now read a copy of a telegram 
sent by me to the company, dated Vic
toria, March 13th:

say

Mr.
'

1

,il
IManager Olalla Copper Mining & Smelt

ing Company, Temple Court Building, 
Beekman and Nassau Streets.

Government will only, negotiate 
of cash subsidy. Will not bind

;n
on basis I

_ company
to build until company* obtains a Domin
ion subsidy.

Another proposition before government. 
You must act quickly.

(Signed)

a
wasJ. OLIVER. 

In yeply to this I received a telegram, 
dated New York, March 14th, as follows: I!

M
ÆCash subsidies acceptable; construction 

to commence when assistance obtained from 
Dominion. Prompt acceptance on this 
basis and other terms, my letter February 
28th will enable negotiations to be closed 
immediately. Answer fully bv telegraph 
arid post.

Hou. W. C. Wells, Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works, Victoria.

Sir:—I beg leave to advise you 
that Mr. W. C. MoDougall, manager of the 
Olalla Copper Mining & Smelting company, 
will leave New York at once on his way 
to Victoria, for the purpose of making a 
contract with the government for the con
struction of the proposed Coast-Kootenay 
railway. I am, yours respectfully,

J. OLIVER.

I

>**;
W. C. M* DOUG ALL.

I laid a copy of that telegram before 
the government, and it appeared to me 
that the government was not at all in
clined or anxious to look into the matter, 
to see whether it was worth anything or 
not* While they did not actually tell 
me so that was the impression I received 
from their actions. Further than this, 
Mr. McNeill, the private secretary to 
the Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works, asked me if the company 
prepared to put up $100,000 as security, 
pending negotiations. (Hear, hear.) I 
immediately wired to the company as 
follows: *
To Olalla Copper Mining & Smelting Co., 

Tfcmple Court Building, New York.

• .I
Just about this time I received in

formation that the government was about 
to sign a "contract with McLean Broth
ers, of Vancouver, if the contract had 
not already been signed. As 1 received 
this information from what, I believed, 
to be reliable sources, I wrote to the 
Chief Commissioner that I expected the 
manager of the company to arrive in 
Victoria in a few days., I may say I 
never received any acknowledgment of 
that letter, and I immediately wired to- 
the company to the effect that I believed 
the government was not,inclined to deal 
with them; that the government was in 
a very precarious condition, and asked 
them to appoint an attorney. I may say 
that in a pencil note sent into the Chief 
Commissioner I informed him that if the 
government was not prepared to wait un
til the arrival of the manager of the 
company from New York,- that they j/ 
would immediately have a .solicitor ap
pointed in Victoria, with power to ne
gotiate on behalf of the company, so that 
there need not be any delay whatever.
I am in a position of authority from the 
company, and was at that time to ap
point a,solicitor and instruct him in be
half of this company. As. 1 have said 
l received a telegram, dated New York, 
April 16th, which read:

■
!
:11 I

JOHN OLIVER,
DELTA.

was

cally being mortgaged to such an extent 
that it was almost hopeless for them to 
ever think of redeeming it,. they -were 
practically not allowed to have any say 
in the matter at all.

till Wyj
Government demands immediate deposit 

of $100,000 pending negotiations.
JOHN OLIVER.

Sir, I looked at that as a final conclu
sion to the matter, but I considered that, 
in the interests of the country, it should 
not be allowed to drop; and I had further 
communications with the company. Be
fore proceeding further, I will read a 
letter which I received from the 
pany, dated March 19th, namely :

The Railway Policy.
Now I want to talk about railways. 

We have a government which announced 
as its policy that it intended to open up 
this country by means of railways. Sir, 
a year ago, we devoted a great deal of 
time in perfecting an act of this legi 
lature to provide money for the building 
of railways in the province. In regard 
to this, we have a statement blade a 
few months ago by the Premier, in which 
he said:

“That measure, I may add, was fram
ed in accordance with what the govern
ment thought was the expressed and well 
understood wishes of the people in regard 
to the measure of control the govern
ment should exercise over railways as
sisted by the province, and what they 
believed to be sotmd public policy. The 
conditions were such as I was willing, 
as a private individual in promoting the 
extension of the E. & N. railway north, 
to accept; and were conditional upon the 
co-operation we felt we were entitled to 
on the part pf the Dominion gov
ernment. If no railways have been 
undertaken under the legislation of 
last
have not yet received that co-operation. 
Our policy was strictly in line with the 
representations we made to Ottawa by 
letter, and by personal interview before 
the V., V. & E. Company ever came for
ward with their proposition at all. It 
was stated to the executive, and it will 

be denied, that with the 
tion of 30 miles at each end, theffrailding 
of the main line of the V., V. & E. over 
the Hope mountain depended upon re
ceiving the Dominion subsidy in addi
tion.

com-s-

John Oliver, Esq., M.P.P., Victoria, B.C.
Dear Oliver:—I received vour wire the 

other day stating that the government 
would not agree to issue bonds as a bonus 
tp a Coast-Kootenay railway.

I immediately wired you in reply that a 
cash bonus was acceptable by our com
pany, and that construction would be com
menced by us just as soon as the Domin
ion government bonus was secured. The 
fact is we will not wait for the Dominion 
bonus, if the provincial government grants 

$4,000 per mile, but will go ahead as 
soon as our engineers catf lay ont the 
road. Our engineers are now at work in 
the Similkameen, between Princeton and 
Olalla, Mr. James Hislop being in charge, 
and we Intend to keep them at work stead
ily until the whole line is located, when 
constructhm- will be commenced and the 
whole line built as quickly as possible, 
provided of course the government treats 
us fairly in the matter.

t

[
John Oliver. M.P.P., Victoria, B.C.

Will be in Victoria in ten days if you 
feel sure authorities will then be in posi
tion to take up deal; can prove ability to 
complete road.

e a

us

W. C. M‘DOUGALL.
I may say that I had received a prev-.. 

ions telegram enquiring relative to the ( 
advisability of coming here, and I wired 
back and. urged him to come out at once, 
as I considered, from the position of the 
government and its narrow majority in 
the House, th^t it was not in a position 
to put through any railway legislation, 
such as the Canada Northern deal, and 
I am still of that opinion. Now, sir, I 
advise ! the manager* to come at once and 
received this telegram which I have 
read.

W. C. M'DOUGALL.
Does that read like a bogus proposi

tion? What reason could these men 
havô for making a bogus offer to the 
government? Absolutely none.

I will read an extract from another 
letter from the company, dated April 5th 
1902:

session it was because we

I immediately wired the company to be ' 
sure of nothing (cheers), and asked him 
to wire me funds to retain a solicitor, 
which was done. ' (Hear, hear.) I may 
say I hol<j here this telegram, dated New 
York, April 19th, conferring upon Mr. 
C. H. Lugrin,

John Oliver, Esq.
Yours of the 27th March received the day 

before yesterday. We have just discussed 
the government proposal that we put up 
$100,000 pending negotiations, 
what you state—that you have reason to 
believe the government has practically en
tered into an agreement with another com
pany to construct the Coast to Kootenay 
road—and this being confirmed to me from 
other sources, I could not ask our people 
to put up $100,600, which might be tied 
up indefinitely.

not now excep-
i

In view of
power of attorney:

Charles H. Lugrin, Solicitor, Victoria.
This confers upon Chas. H. Lugrin, of 

Victoria, British Columbia, absolute power 
of attorney to negotiate In behalf of the 
uederslgned company with the government 
of British Columbia for the construction of 
the Coast to Kootenay railway and to ar
range on this company’s behalf all details 
of agreement and to sign for and bind 
this company to do said work as fully as 
the company by its own resolution or act 
could do.
OLALLA COPPER MINING & SMELTING

COMPANY. r " ...
Per W. C. McDougall,

Now, in pursuance of the authority 
conveyed by that telegram—of course I 
have no doubt the Attorney-General will 
get np and tell you that if. Is absolutely 
worthless-----

Hon. Mr. Eberts: What is worthless?
Mr. Oliver: No doubt the Attorney- 

General will get_ up and tell you that the 
authority conveyed by that telegram was 
worthless.

In considering the cost of railway con
struction in this province, and the unde
veloped state of the country, I person
ally would not, and no other person or 
company would, think of building lines 
of railway such as were contemplated 
into new districts without further aid 
than the province can afford to give.
We can grant lands, it is true, but 
everybody knows the hue and cry, wheth
er right or wrong, that has been raised 
against such a policy. Without the min
erals and timber as well, which, of 
course, would be out of the question, no 
company would want land, unless that 
land included the best and most arable 
tracts required for purposes of settle
ment. The government is prepared to 
consider any such propositions provided 
always that the public interests are pro
perly safeguarded, and that they are in 
accordance with our general policy.

This was the policy of the government 
a year ago. There were a number of 
provisions enacted in that Loan bill of 
last year which were put there osten
sibly to safeguard the interests of the 
people; and, sir, I do not wish to throw 
any stones at the government in this 
matter, because if there is any blame 
attached to the House for imposing these 
conditions, it must attach to members of 
the opposition as well as to the govern
ment supixnters. I for one supported 
those conditions, believing them to be in 
"the best interests of the province, 
far as 1 am aware it is not the desire 
of the people of this province that large
ffrnnts of money or land should be given reservedly ûi the hands of the Chief 
to any railway scheme Without proper Commissioner ox Lands and Works, and 
conditions to safeguard the interests of 
the people. I say that the government 
cannot produce any satisfactory evi
dence of change in this respect, 
ther on I find this statement in a letter

-•

■W. C. M‘DOUGALL. 
Acting upon authority from this com

pany I submitted to the government a 
proposition in writing. This was about 
the week before the Easter adjourn
ment. The letter was dated, Victoria, 

.March 27th, and read as folio
“Hon. Chief Commissioner Lands and 

Works.

we:
Gen. Manager.

(Copy.)
“On behalf of the Olalla Copper Mining 

& Smelting Co., of New York, I beg leave 
to submit to you the following proposi
tion:

“In consideration of a cash subsidy of 
$4,000 per mile, payable as the work pro
gresses, this company will build the pro
posed Coast-Kootenay railway, with con
nections as required by the Loan bill of 
last year, the said subsidy to be repayable 
after the lapse of ten years from the com
pletion of the road, by the payment of 
two per cent, per annum of the gross 
earnings of the road, until the said sub
sidy without interest is repaid to the gov
ernment, the road to be free from provin
cial taxation until after the subsidy has 
been repaid as aforesaid.

“Freight and passenger rates to be ap
proved by the Lientenant-Govemor-in-
Couneil. The government will grant out of, To the Hon W C wwis Chief commit,tionWgrounds, tUZ,' fSftlet ïg* Con- < Bl0ner °f' Works^V,"'

struction to commence within three months 1 Dear Sir:--On behalf of the Olalla Cop- 
after the said company obtains assistance Per Mining & Smelting Co., of New York, 
frog), the Dominion government of not less 1 have the honor to submit the following 
than $6,000 per mile. proposition for the consideration of the

The provincial government will under- government of British- Columbia: 
take to assist the company in obtaining The company will construct, operate and 
assistance to the extent named from the maintain a railway of the gauge of four 
Dominlen government. Security to the eat- feet* eight and one-half inches from a 
isfactlon of the government will be fur- I‘<>lnt on the coast of British Columbia in 
nlshed. , the neighborhood of English Bluff, near

“Upon -your government intimating to Point Roberts, or from some other point 
me that you are prepared to negotiate up- on the coast of British Columbia between 
on these terms, I will immediately wire for the mouth of the Fraser river and the in- 
a representative of the company from New ternatlonal boundary, via Chilliwack and 
York to personally settle the details Hope to Midway in the Boundary Creek

(Signed) , “JOHN OLIVER.” district; and will also construct, operate
provincial government no doubt is sir, speaking from mçmojr, I »m b^twS'its* Coast^nus^nTsoTeSï
plating a considerable expenditure! n0^ sure of the day on which that oa Vancouver Island, so as to conect uie

the construction of this line of proposition was handed in to the govern- cLv °" Victoria by the most direct avail-
* able route with said railway; and ai-

b

I
Hon. Mr. Eberts: Do you say the com

pany is worthless?
Mr. Oliver: I leave that for those who 

have less respect for the truth than I 
have to say. I will now read a letter 
which shows what the 
to do and w-here it is:

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will read from 
correspondence and telegrams to prove 
what I have said. As I know these mat 
tors are sometimes very tedious, I want 
to say before going into them that it is 
my intention to have copies of the more 
important papers distributed to members 
of the House. The first document I 
will read is an extract from a letter 
which I received from the manager of 
the Olalla Copper Minipg and Smelting 
company, dated New York, February 
2Sth. I placed this letter fully and un

company proposes
I

-So

it was returned to me, after he had an 
opportunity of perusing it. The extract 
I wish to refer to reads as follows: ilFur- The

issued by the Premier two months ago: tejsdin*

THE RAILWAY
POLICY ARRAIGNED

tleman whose interest it was—and I wish 
to say nothing disrespectful of him—to 
get out of paying just as much of these 
assessments as he possibly could, beifig 
largely "Interested in the dyking areas. I 
contend that disinterested parties should 
have been elected to act upon the com
mission, and men of experience, against 
whom no suspicion could have rested.

Disapproved of Cimmission.
When I saw in the Gazette that this 

commission had been appointed I came 
all the way to Victoria to express my dis
approval of it, and to endeavor to show 
the government that it was undesirable 
to appoint these men, but my recommen
dations had absolutely no weight with 
the government,

“That Disputed 1,800 Acres.”
I want to add a word of explanation 

concerning one of these dyking areas. 
Of the Maple Ridge dyking scheme, un
dertaken by commissioners, there were 
some 1.800 acres belonging to the Do
minion government, but, sir, certain par
ties had an. arrangement with the Do
minion, whereby, in the event of them 
reclaiming this land, they were to re
ceive a grant of it from the Dominion 
government. When this, work 
dertaken by the dyking commissioners 
the commissioners very properly assessed 
this land. But, sir, when the govern
ment took over this work a new assess
ment was made, and these 1,800 acres 
was not assessed at all, and the cost of 
dyking them was placed on the balance 
of the area, an act for which there was 
no justification whatever. And, sir, I 
say this government did not go to work 
in the proper manner when they appoint
ed the dyking commission to deal with 
this particular dyking area before the 
assessment in that area was made just 
and right.

Proposed Settlement Ill-advised.

- M

f.

Mr. John Oliver’s Speech in Legis
lature on the Government’s 

Position.
In discussing the Government's position in regard to railway.mat

ters this sess on Mr. John Oliver, M.P.P., delivered the following speech: was un-
I

Mr. Oliver said; I observe, sir, that 
the estimates as brought down are not 
the same as they were when originally 
passed by the executive. Some time be
fore the estimates were closed, members 
were asked to go to the office of the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works 
and look over the estimates prepared for 
their districts. Further than that, I be
lieve the majority of the members of 
the IJouse, having in view the necessity 
of curtailing expenditure, were fairly 
well satisfied with the estimates as then 
ovovided. According to the best infor
mation I have been able to obtain, these 
estimates, after being passed by the ex- 
cutive, were submitted to a so-called 
aucus meeting", with the result that the 
estimates for districts represented by 
.he opposition were eut, in some cases 
\v thousands of dollars, and the esti

mates."for districts represented by some 
-•importers of the government were in-’ 

r ased to that extent. I believe this to 
no a true statement of the facts, which 
efiii be substantiated by a number of 
gi itlemen in the House. I myself saw 
t' c estimates, as prepared in the office 
oi the Chief Commissioner, for several 
districts, and they are not the same as 
the estimates laid before this, xiouse.

Mr. Mclnnes: I was called down to 
the Lands and Works Department to 
suggest as to what amount of appropria
tion would satisfy my district, and the 
sum of $8,000 yas agreed npon; and 1 
find the estimates brought into this 
House give only $5,000 for that purpose, 
having been cut down to that extent.

Mr. Oliver: I had no intention of sug
gesting that Mr. Martin’s influence had 
anything to do. with the matter; and 
more than tliat* I regret that the leader 
of the opposition should have made such 
a charge.

Mr. McBride: L have completely ab
solved that honorable gentleman from 
any eonection with the alteration of the 
estimates.

Mr. Oliver: A great many things for 
which the honorable senior member for 
Vancouver is blamed have as • little 
foundation in fact.

Now, looking at the appropriations for 
roads, streets and bridges, admitting that 
in cases it might be necessary to cut 
down this expenditure, what shall we 
say of a government, claiming to be a 
business government, which curtails ex
penditure in matters of vital concern to 
the country, while unnecessarily and un-, 
wnrrantably increasing the cost of ad
ministration? No business man, in his 
own private affairs, would adopt this 
method of retrenchment. He would cer
tainly not starve his business and in
crease his living expenses.

(Mr. Fulton) urging that shrveÿs should 
be extended through the province. Now 
this is a department of the public ser
vice which will bear investigation. I 

'have in mind an expenditure of $1.500 
made in this connection at a place called 
Glen Valley; Langley, in my district. 
which was absolutely worthless. I recol
lect another instance where the sum of 
$1,200 was spent in the Serpentine Val
ley for an absolutely worthless survey.

Current Expenditures.
Coming down to expenditures under 

this head during the current year. Most* 
members are aware that we have a road 
called the River road, from Westmin
ster towards Ladners Landing, around 
the river bank, under construction. A 
year ago I urged npon the Commission
er of Lands and Works the advisability 
of sending Engineer Killeen up there. 1 
offered "to go with him and assist him in 
laying out the 'road, which could have 
been done at practically

What have we before us to-day, sir? 
It is commonly reported and generally 
believed that it is the intention of this 
government to bring down an act auth
orizing the government to accept a por
tion of these lands in lieu of the amounts 
doe to the government. What is the 
position of the owners of the lands? 
They are asked to relinquish a portion 
of th-ir lands for a debt which they • do 
lot, owe.

no expense tc 
the country. Despite my recommenda
tion the government employed a survey
or and sent him into the district. I find 
that before he commenced work at all, 
or even crossed the river, that he ask
ed for an advance of $300 to provide 
a camp outfit, which was absolutely un
necessary: The result of that survey 
was that the sum of $1,400 was expend
ed, where $100 should have covered the 
cost of the work. And this was dont 
against my energetic protests. I may 
observe in this connection that last sum
mer, when this survey. was going on, I 
considered it my duty to go and set 
what was being done. I went over the 
line of the survey, and when I got to 
the surveyor’s camp I asked for the 
gineer in charge and was informed by 
the men at work there that there 
no one to oversee them; they were simp
ly doing as they liked; and when I asked 
where the engineer was they informed 
inie that he was down at the rifle range 
in V ietoria competing for prizes. I may 
iay that I brought this matter to tin 
attention of the Chief Commissioner.

The People’s Wishes.
I have a letter here which will show 

to the members of this House 
clearly what the people want in regard 
to this matter, signed by the owners of 
the Maple Ridge dyking areas. It reads 
is follow's:

very

At a meeting of land owners of the 
Maple Ridge dyking district held at Ham
mond on January 18th, 1802, the following 
resolutions were passed

1. That in order to enable us, the land 
ownera, to utilize our lands so as to enable 
us to pay our dyking assessments, we ur
gently request the government to construct 
necessary outlets and ditches so as to en
able us to drain our lands, which under 
the present conditions is Impossible.

2. That some 1,837 acres of land presum
ably belong to the B. C. Dyking & Drain
age Co., Included in the Maple Ridge dyk
ing district, la not assessed, the whole 
coat of the work being assessed against the 
balance of the lands. We regret that the 
original assessment made by the dyking 
commissioners (being just and right), should 
be adopted and that the government should 
take such action immediately, as will al
low this property
Just proportion of the cost of the work.

3. That payment of overdue and accrui 
assessments for the next five (5) years 
deferred and spread over the balance of 
the period for which the money was bor
rowed. on condition that during 
period of deferred payments, 
ent improvements to a value of 
double the amount of accumulating pay
ments shall be placed upon the lands.

4. That If the go 
request as outlined

on-

was

to be assessed for its
Government’s Foreshore Policy.

Now, in regard to the government’s 
policy in regard to the. foreshore.- It is 
well known that the province possesses 
a most valuable asset in these foreshore 
riguts ; an asset worth hundreds of thou

sands, if not millions, of dollars to the 
people of the province; and we have 
good reason to fear that unless legislation 
dealing with the question is put through 
this session, these assets will be wasted, 
t am in receipt of letters from some ol 
my constituents protesting against the 
action of the government in throwing 
open these foreshore rights without prop
erly providing for their administration.

The Dyke Problem.
The Honorable Minister of Finance in 

his very able speech referred to the very 
large amount of money that had been 
expended in connection with tile dykes in 
the Fraser Valley. I would like to 
point out to you that a great many of 
these dykes were started by commis
sioners and afterwards taken over by 
the government. Sir, the intention of the 
government, jMiave no doubt, was excel
lent, These projects were feasible; but, 
sir, owing to the extravagance of the 
officials in connection with the works, 
and the ill-considered plans for carrying 
them out, the money expended thereon 
has up to the present given no satisfac
tory return.

Pitiable Condition of Tenants.
Sir, the position of the farmers—by 

farmers I mean the actual occupants m 
these lands "at the present time, is piti 
able in the "extreme. In some eases they 
have been on these lands for twenty- 
five years and more; in fact the best 
part of their lives has been spent in im
proving the lands; and yet, ewing to the 
iucompetency of the various govern 
rnents which have had to do with this 
matter, these men are practically ruined.

Correspondency Relating to Dyke 
Question.

I have here a return ordered by this 
House showing the correspondence in re 
gard to the dyking commission. In this 
rfefttin we have this statement:

“Whereas, there will be due on the 
îèt of November, 1901, of annual accum
ulated assessments since 1898 in 
nee tion with the various dyking works 
in the districts of Coquitlam, Maple 
Ridge, Pitt Meadows. Matsqui and 8u- 
mas the sum of $95,572.86.”

This large-amount of money was due 
last fall, and only about three cents on 
the dollar of the assessments due in re
gard to this work have been paid; and 
the reason of the farmers’ inability to 
pay is simply because the dykes have 
not been effective, and are not effective 
to-day. Some two years ago I brought 
this matter very Strongly to the attention 
of (he Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works and pointed out the necessity of 
taking the matter up and dealing with 
it at once, so that these dyking projects 
might he reduced to a satisfactory work
ing basis. The appointment of this com
mission is the first'that has been done.
X Word About the Dyking Commission.
e I desire to direct a few remarks to 
thin commission. If the government had 
possessed ordinary eonjmon sense it 
would have shown some judgment in se
lecting men to serve on the commission, 
who by their education and experience 
werb best fitted to deal with the matter. 
What do we find? We have a civil en- 
giner, a land agent, and another, a gen-

nbS

the
permau- 
at least

vemment accede to oar 
In the foregoing resolu

tions, we are desirous of the government 
taking over any portion of our land in 
lieu of assessments, as we will be able to 
utilize our lands and meet our payments 
when due.

T. F. BONSON, Chairman. 
W. J. HARRIS, Secretary. 

We the undersigned land owners In 
Maple ltldge dyking area fully endorse the 
enclosed resolutions: W. J. Harris, T. F. 
Bonson, J. Bowron, W. W. Sharpe, Wm. 
Manson, T. Marshall, Wm. Hampton, R. 
C. Brooke, John Laity, J. and D. Callag
han, T. Marshall, Jr., John Hammond, R. 
H. Sharpe, Robt. Kennedy, T. 8. Hall, M.

Freight Commissioner.
I find some money provided for a 

freight commissioner. No " doubt it will 
be claimed by some this appropriation 
should be granted, because it was 
recommended --by " resolution of the Cen
tral Farmers’ Institute, which expressed 
itself as follows :

“Resolved, that" this institute desires to 
impress upon the government and the 
C. nadian Pacific Railway company the 
necessity of continuing the present tariff 
commissioner, Mr. Palmer, in the work 
conducted by him during the past 
son.” •’

How was this work conducted? I be
lieve Mr. Palmer is a very efficient em
ployee of the provincial government. In 
addition to his permanent official duties 
lie undertook the work of trying to get 
better freight rates from the railway 
and steamboat companies; in the inter
ests oi the people of the province, and 
1 believe the results justified his 
ployment in that behalf. Bnt; sir, is that 
any reason why* be should be employed 
specially for that work? The very na
ture of the work negatives the idea of 
permanency in connection with it. Its 
character was that of a special commis
sion to perform ar particular service, ap
plicable to the time and occasion, and I 
challenge any gentleman to demonstrate 
to the satisfaction-of members of the 
House that there js justification for con
tinuing such a commission.' from one 
year’s end to another. The idea is 
absurd. I wasiin touch with the mem
bers of the Farmers’ Institute when 
they passed the resolution I .have just 
read, and they certainly had no 

" all that a permanent, appointment of 
a tariff commissioner was to.be created. 
I_ observe In.the estimates^the sum of 
$300 as additional ren-itineration to Mr. 
Palmer for this wpvk, and I think I 
voicing the views of members of the 
House when 1 suggest that there would 
he no objection to his receiving this 
amount, under the same condition as last 
year: "but that there is absolutely no ne
cessity for creating a 'permanent addi
tional appointment. The real reason 
for this appointment is not" to be found in 
its necessity, but in the politics! 
pediebey which may exist of creating a 
new -position fdr some friend pt the gov- 
t-r - ment.

Hon. Mr. Prentice: No.
Mr. Oliver: The honorable gentleman 

siivs “no.” I am willing tc accept his 
statement, but it looks very much that 
way.

Hon. Mr. Prentice: The only new ap
pointment is that of Mr. Cunningham 
ns fruit inspector. Vancouver.

Mr. Oliver: Well, the result to the 
province is that we have to provide for 
an expenditure of $1,800, which is abso
lutely unjustifiable.

D,
I say, sir, that is a practical and busi

ness like proposition, and 1 further say 
jt is the only way in which these lands 
can be dealt with at all satisfactorily.

I may say, sir, that every gentleman 
present at the large public meetings 
which considered this matter, 
mously endorsed these resolutions, and a 
copy of them was forwarded to the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works.

Mr. Curtis: How much is owing the 
government for the Maple Ridge dyking 
scheme?

Mr. Oliver:. Something over $200,000.
Hon. Mr. Wells: We propose to take 

power to bring about an amicable adjust
ment, which will only apply to those who 
wish to come under it, and not to those 
who do not wish to come under it,

Mr. Oliver: I do not think the ex
planation of the honorable gentleman is 
it all satisfactory. The honorable gen
tleman practically admits that it is along 
those lines that they propose to legislate. 
What position will the government be in? 
they will have on their hands a piece of 
and here and there all over that dis
trict; and what are they going to do 
with it? Do they ask sensible men to 
believe that they can dispose of that land 
to better advantage than the settlers can 
themselves? I say such a policy will re
mit in a very serious loss to this prov
ince. And, sir, if this matter is taken 
in hand and dealt with as a straight 
business proposition, nearly every dollar 
)Wing to the province on behalf of these 
lykes can be, recovered, and without in
flicting any hardship upon the land own
ers. There is no difficulty in getting 
back the money advanced with regard 
to these lands, if thev are put into a 
condition which will enable the farmers 
to utilize. them. The present position is 
this: Intending settlers will not invest 
in those lands, or settle upon them under 
existing conditions. Further expendi
ture must be made before these lands 
can be utilized; and as I have pointed 
out, the present land owners do not wish 
to dispose of their land.

I may say in this connection that I 
am informed that the government has 
received petitions from some of the land 
owners asking them to niake a settle
ment on the bafeis of the government 
taking a portion of the land. Bnt there 
seems to be some question as to the way 
in which the signatures were obtained. 
I am informed by a very creditable wit
ness that Mr. Higginson, one of the 
commissioners appointed by the govern
ment, engaged himself in securing them. 
The other day the Chief Commissioner 
OLLands and Works declared that there 
was no expense attached to this cora-
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