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[No. 11]
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION,

The Committee on Theological Edueation, Leg respectfully to report as follows:

The Session of the Divinity Iall commenced on Tuesday, 19th October,  All (1e
members were present,  The Rev. the Moderator of Synod occupied the chair,
After singing and reading the Scriptwres. prayer was offered up by the Rev, My,
Thornton.  An address was given from the chair. The Rev  Dr. Taylor read lis
InU‘mlucLul'y Lecture.  The Rev. Mr. Ormiston delivered an address: and the Lev,
Dr. Burns of Knox College, at the request of the chairman, concluded with prayer,
Fourteen students entered the all, viz: of the fourth year, Messrs. William Donald,
Robert all, Robert Llume, B. A, and William MeWillium,—Of the thind year,
Messrs. James Hanran, George Tiving, John Turnbull, and J seph White,—0f the
second year, Messrs, Peter Goodfellow, and James Milligan. —Of the first year,
Messrs, Alexander MeNuughton, James Maleolm, Willium Thomson Murdoch, and
William Richardson. Th ee students who attended the preceding Session, and had
not completed their cours:, were absent from the Hall lust Session; and the Com-
mittee Luve learnt that one of them has connected himself with another denowing-
tion.

The Sub-Committee for Examination have given in the following Report:

“Torouto, 3uth Nov., 1858 —The Exuminers met,—The Rev. R. L. Thornfon in
the chair,—and proceeded to estimate the Examinatiou Papers given in Ly the
students, Taese Papers had been written, as usual, al meetings held for the pur-
pose, when the questions were simultaneously proposed.  Dr. Tuylor stated that
one of the students. on account of severe domestic affliction, had 1ot been able to
attend all these meetings, but had afterwards written his papers in Do, Taylor's
house, all the conditions being observed as strictly as possible. The Exauines,
while deeming it of importance that the regulations should be rigidly adhered to,
agreed, in the cireumstances stated, to accept of these papers.  After careful con-
side‘ation, it was resolved to arrange the students in the follo wing order of merit,
viz: Of the fourth year, Mr. McWilliam, Messrs. Donald and Hume who ure
bracketed, Mr. Hall, =Of the third year, Messrs, Hanran and Turabull, who ave
bracketed, Vir. White, Mr. Irving. —Of the second year, Mr. Mijigan, Mr. Good-
fellow.—Of the first year, Mr. Murdoeh, Mr. Malcolm, Mr, Richards.n, Mr, MeNaugh:
tan.  Those bracketed are regarded as so nearly equal, that no attempt is mude to
distinguish them, Of the fourteen students, eleven applied for Exhibitions, «nd £10
was aw rded to each,  The Examiners found a great diversivy of merit amony the
studerts, Some exhibited higily commendable attainments, others fell consider-
nbl_y short; and though the Exvminers still vefrain from taking any step aflecting
the standing of any of tne students, they mush express their sense of the inpor-
tance of respectable proficiency being uimed at, and attained, by all who meau to
apply for license in our churel,

(Bigned), “R. H. THORNTON, Chairman.”

The Committee Leg to say, that, while they entertain no doulit that the examin-
ations were judiciously and faithfully conducted, and hat corrcet results were
olitained, it is proper te be kept in mind that tne artainments of the students, at
the time of their admission, differed very widely; that some students, on account
of constitutionn: peculiarities, and trom” habit, fail to do themselves justice under
examination; that the ranze of subjects for examination is wide, and that the
Exuminers found their estimate on a consideration of the agaregate whole, so that
students who stand low, may have acquitted themselves creditably in particular
departments, and may, perliaps, prove popular and useful preachers, though
certai ‘ly it is, in many points of view, excee. ingly important that ouly men of re-
spectable acquirements should be licensed for the ministry.

The balance in favour of the Fund for uiding and encouraging etudents in
Divinity, at lust report, was £125 158, which with futerest at six per cent for ten
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