WINTER

O Winter ! ruler of the inverted vear
Thy scatter'd hair with sleet like ashes fill'd
Thy breath congeal'd upon thy lips, thy cheeks
Fringed with a beard made white with other snow
Than those of age, thy forehead wrapp'd in « louds,
A leafless branch thy sceptre, and thy throne
A sliding car, indebted to no whet Is,
But urged by storms al ing its slippery way ;
I love thee, all uni wvely as thou seem’st,
And dreaded as thou art.  Thou hold'st the
A prisoner in the yet undawning e st
Shortening his journey between morn and no n,
And hurrying him, impatient of his st wy,
Down to the rosy west; but kindly stil]
Compensating his loss with added hours
Of social converse and mstructive ease,
And gathering, at short notice, in one group
The family dispersed, and fixing thought,
Not less dispersed by daylight and its cares,
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