|| quite plain for the moment.
r' United States labor difficulties are be-

[l ing overcome with less trouble than
| was at first thought possible. but in
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Industrial Relutionchip,

" porations and " employes, mainly be-
cause of the changes in commercial
»‘oondltions which are making for re-
duced prices all round, and necessar-
fly bringing in their train some wage
reductions. The biggest conflict in
. history is berha.ps just beginning in

‘| England, the. outcome of which is not

H the transformation which is going on
in the relationship between capital
and labor the ultimate solution peints
‘l.o a lnking up of the two in some
kind of profit-sharing program by

'L

i

i\ which labor will be satisfled that it

|| @s getting a just and fair proportion
| /of the returns on the industries in

' {shich it is associated. The latest ad-

| 'ditlon of this idea is the great United

Stafes Steel Trust, which has put for-
‘ward a tentative plan along these lines.

.| yfThe plan is somewhat intricate, but it

i

i rclearly shows that in the commercial
i )v.vorld the leaders of industry are be-
’: iglnnlng to see that if industrial peace
i ;48 to be brought about labor must be
")l dtreated in such a way that it will

' {have confidence in the companies with

i} i which it 1s connected. Manufacturers

i

‘ | continually
i/}

1{

{
,1 | plants social services

'and others have found that a content-
. jed and satisfled employe s a much
. |more valuable asset than one who
feels that he has a
Thus in large industrial
{ are provided
| { which would have been thought ab-

| grievance.

Il ®surd and Utopian® only a few years

i}
"

:R

1

‘ago. It is impossible to entirely get
jaway from friction as bettweéen em-
{ | ployer and employe, but the good in-
tentions of both in trying to ‘see the
fviewpoint of the other will assist in
. bringing about a much improved in-

| dustrial relationship. 1

Trusting to Futurity.

Procrastination -certainly belongs to

the present city council ia dealing
with the Bocial service problem. The
construction of a deilention home for
deliaquent children, the reorganization
of the social service commission, the
continuance or otherwise of the Sal-
]vatlon Army Hostel, are all up ia the
{ air, and nobody seems to have any
 correct idea of just what should be
i done in connection with these various
!eocill undertakings of the municipal-
| ity. The board of control are so en-
.grossed in trying to justify a high tax
rate that they have 1o time to clean
3vup the matters which demand imme-
| diate attention.

The original 'intention of the social
‘cervlce commission was to make that
| ‘bedy responsible for taking care of the
charitable undertakings of the munici-
| pality, but instead of contemplating
! these efforts there is a bigger divisioa
| of interest than ever, and the breach
| is certainly widening. There is work
| at hand for some member of the board
?no take the matter up and find some
| satisfactory, economical method of
| administering the affairs of the city
. in this direction. All that has al pres-
| ent been doae is to consider the ques-
' tions as they appear and trust to

futurity to dispose of them,

Income Tax Collection. ¥
Much criticism is being made re-
garding the new method of collecting
the income tax and imposing upon
those who are entitled to make con-
tributions to the public treasury the
of making out their own ac-
The intentions of the gov-
soem be to lighten the
administration and
the army of government
to carrying out
this method of taxation. If the form
sof income tax could be so simplified
-~and there seems no reason why this
should not be @done—that the ordinary
citizen could fill the form out with-
out any Wdifficulty the new procedure
puld not reasonably be objected to.
is arainst human nmature to have to
pay taxes in any form. We, however,
have built up n heavy debf which has
to be paid, and as long as the distri-
bution of the federal taxation is fair-
1y equitable there could be no objec-
tion to each individual meeting his
Vvearly share of the government
oharges.
1t might not be out of place if the
government would issue a little book
of eimple instructions by which the
| every-day man could make out his
meome tax witheut

necessity
counts.
ernment to

burdens of the
keep down

employves necessary

napers

having te

Al over the civilized world there is
a fight on between the large corpor-

In fhe

.| not arrived, with

- JUDGE CHURCH: The
you to say?

TORONTO RATEPAYER: ‘

penalty for your extravagance this year will be 33 mills. What have

1’1’1 reserve what I have to say until Ngw Year’s,

g0 to the cost of consulting a lawyer
or an auditor.

Remarked in Passing.
That $700.000 increase in. Toronto’s
phone bill ouight to pay for a lot of wrong

numbers.
L L .

Judging by the speed~shown with the
investigation, the mayor and controllers
apparently think they ought to be called

“the linger charges.”
- - L

Hundreds of children were turned awdy
irom the schools yesterday because of
iack of accommodation, A night course
at the Schoci of Commerce might give
the trustees a\better grasp of business

efficiency. ey
* . .

Chairman Carve]l talks about the in-
convenience he suffers thru lack of raji-
way depot accommodation when he comes
to Toronto. If he orders the delay of the
viaduct, he may, on his next trip to To-
r. nto, suffer the inconvenience of riding

out on a fence rail.
* ® L

Beating thc tax rate down from 35 Lo
54 mills may be considered an achieve-
rent for the board of control, but it wiil
hardly re-elect theqx by acclamation next

January.
L

Germany threatens a boycott of Frencn
and Italian” wines. Thought they wers
ail going to the United States these days.

* L] -

They say the demand for rhubarb roots
is heavy this year. There’s many a man
with a garden who says he's got to have
comething tesides his vote to save him
from drought this year.

| Rhyming Views
| On _l_)gily News

/
By GEORGE H. DIXON.
v - Ty

| Between the seasons is at hand when
| sporting circles stall,
| For hockey games have blown the- joint,
i and no team’s playing ball.
''We find ourselves without a sport and
| fans are restless quite;
They mope around like lonesome thugs
who’re waiting for the night.
There is no season quite the same—
except the last of falf—in which we find
we haven't got, o single sport at all. InJ
winter hockey is sppreme—a game that's
ultra-fine—and you could easily see a
match by standing weeks in line. Then
in the summer baseball reigns, and if
you're unemployed, a game each day
you cun attend, and strain each adenoid.
And later on with merry whirl old foot-
ball takes the deck, and we can spend a
buck to see some player break his neck.
Each season’s noted by its sport, ex-
cept the one at hand, when beating
rugs and cleaning house seems all that
we can stand. Horse racing, too, has
those who tout the
hoss, and way down south our basebsll
team is learning how to toss. And in the
meantime no one knows just how to pass
the time, except the referendum gang
and he who writes this rhyme.
The birds are flitting from the south as
hard as they can f{lit,
Oh! How we long to &ee the Leafs tho
festive baseball hit.
We nmwust have sport to keep us bright,
and gay and everything—
Why can’'t we have a cocking main about
this time each spring? 5

SAYS GRAND TRUNK
BUNGLED FINANCES|

U.S. Railway Expert Declares
Line Used Earnings to

Disadvantage.

Montreal, April 4,—(Can. Press.)—
The Grand Trunk Arbitration Board
resumed its sittings today after a few
days’ adjournment, in the inquiry to
ascertain the value of the physical
properties of the railway prior to its
acquisition by the Dominion govern-
ment. Only one witness was heard
today, W. H. Willlams, a United
States financial expert, a director of
some seventy United States railways
and other corporations, who had made
an expert examination  of the finances
and general system of the Grand
Trunk,

Eafnings in- Wrong Channel,

The main contentions of Mr. Wil-
liams 'were first, that the Grand
Trunk had become impoverished by
spending its earnings on betterment
instead of raising money for this pur-
pose by issue of new stocks or bonds;
second, that the demands of labor
had become so onerous that. coupled
with' other increasing costs, the rail-
way could not make money. Deficits
were the inevitable result of control |
by the labor unions and the public au-
thorities,

It is expected that the case for the
Grand Trunk will be concluded to-
wards the end of the present week
after which the government side will
'be opened. There is very small like-
lihcod of the ogse ending as set by
statue on Apmrs 9. f

— 7

OTHER PEOPLE'S
OPINIONS

The World will gladly print under
this head letters written by our
readers, dealing with current topics.
As space is limited they must not
be longer than 200 words and writ-
ten on one side of_the paper enly.

THE REFERENDUM PROBLEM.

Editor World: There are a few aspects
of the liquor problem which I wish to
discuss in a very brief manner, and I
do €0 as a medical ‘practitioner of forty
years' experience.

The Ontario temperance act closed the
bars, liquor stores, and did away with
club licenses. With this a great ma .
Jority of the people concur. But the
province had no power over the ‘importa.

tion of liquor, as such is under th ~
trol of the federal house at Ottatw:. °,19§e
Ontario temperance act has done a vast
#mount of good. This I pereonally ¥now.

As a war measure the government at
Ottawa imposed a restriction on the im-
portation of liquor into the province,
While this measure was in force the
condition\with regard to the use of liquor
was very" satisfactory, and everything
noved on well. When the. war was over
the restriction on the importation of
liquor was repealed, and the flood-
2ates opened up. Since then things
have gone from bad to worse.

The rich have filled their cellars with

liquor and give it {reely to their guests,
'thereby tempting the young to drink.
This is a positive crime. From such be-
ginnings many a home has been ruined,
many @ drunkard made, and many a
prison cell filled. 7he rich should not
e granted the right to give young peo-
ple liquor, which is a habit-forming
drug, any more than they should be al-
lowed to give them solutions of mor-
phine or cocaine.
_But there came into existence the
illegal dealer in liquor, who has been
the cause of incalculqble harm. Persons
of the most unscrupulous character en-
gaged in the ’‘importation’” and sale of
lquor, Standing behind these evildoers
were often moneyed men, who supplied
the funds, while thz apparent.vendo-*
did the dirty work. Both classes make
money. This' accounts for nearly all
the drinking there fs and much of the.
crime, with a violation of the law. The
present system has created and feeds
the bootlegger.

There are a considerable number of:peo~
ple who may be classed as really tem-
perate in the use of liquor. They take
some In strict moderation, but never
become Intoxicated. The present con-
dition does not suit this class. They
do not wish to secure liquor in case
lots by importation, and they would not
buy from a “bootlegger’’ or illegal
dealer. The fact is that they have to
obtain what they require from the gov-
ernment vendors.

The present systein distinctly plays
into the hands of those who. can order
liquor into their homes in large quanti-
ties, the jllegal trafficker in liquor, and
the manufacturers who have large stocks
cn hand and e receiving high prices
for the &a.me.y

The way to clean up the situation is
to vote for the referendum., The prov-
ince will then go “dry.” 1If this.system
will not prove workable some modifica-
tion of the law could be made, but it is
impossible to see what is the best thing
to .do until the present very unjust, un-
fair and demoralizing importing method
is ended.

Do not listen to the shouters against
carrying of the referendum. The liquor
interests "always died hard, and have
ample wealth to hire many tongues and
pens to fight for the cause of drink.
These advocates of liquor are trying to
confuse the issue by putting forth gov-’
ernment control, ‘beer and wine licenses,
decrying prohibition, and declaring for
liberty. . These are not the issues. The
vote is on stopping importation of liquor
and removing a most dangerous tempta-
tion from the young people of this prov-
ince, g

Much has been sald about the value of
liquor as a medicine. It has a value
when properly employed in the case of
sickness, This lends no support to the
use of liquor as a Dbeverage. - Liquor
never is required as a beverage. No hos-
pital in the world keeps liquor for bev-
erage purposes for its patients, and not
one doctor in one thousand recommends
liguor in such a manner, tho perhaps
not one in one thousand could be found
who would not use it medicinally,

Some contend that if the referendum
carries and importation ceases, there
will be a shortage for hospitals and
doctors. This is pure nonsense. The
government vendors can. keep enough
for such purposes. No ope need go
short, if the case is a proper one. This
argument .is the proverbial “herring
across the trail.”

Education and meral suasien’ have
done much good, but experience has
proven they cannot cope with the drink
habit. Young persons from the best of
homes become drunkards thru evil com-
pany. The country fought for freedom
from German rule; let it now fight for
freedom from liquor rule.

Much has been said about the attitude
of the Bible. I have read every passage
dealing ,in any way with strong drink
and wlﬁe, and find severe condemna-
tion of the abuse of these. Any honest
reader of the Bible will come to the
gonclusion that it favors prohibition. But
the question of legisiation regarding
liquor must be decided on the grounds
of what is best to do now. All experi-
ences prove that the only safe course is
down with drink as a beverage, and use
it only as a medicine. Regard liquor
as a dangerous drug, and place it in the
class of morphine and cocaine.

The carrying - of the referendum will
not in the least interfere with the sup-
ply for medicinal purposes. An ample
amount will be kept by the government
vendors to meet the needs of the people
in the event of sickness.

Toronto, April 4, 1921, M. D.

RECORD RAIN IN LETHBRIDGE.
Lethbridge, Alta, April 4.—Precipita-
tion in Lethbridge district in March
was 1.42 inches, the heaviest in the
‘wenty years during which records
have been taken here. A three-inch
snow fall over the week end will de-

ay farm:ng operations till the end of
‘he week,

TWO THOUSAND

- MEN ON STRIKE

than the men will from reduction. In
fact it j& causing them no hardship,
as the cost of living has gone down
to an even greater extent. I believe
the men will shortly appreciate this
and we will make no special effort to
fill their places for a few days.”
Says Reduction Essential.

F. P- Megan of the Wm. Davies
Company stated to The World yester-
day that the reduction in wages was
in line with the general reduction in
the cost of living and was essential
to the return of normal conditions.
In the face of the present situation
reduction in the cost of operation was
absolutely essential, He estimated the
number of men. out on strike at his
plant. at 350 and declared that about
1560 men were still on the job. He
said the places of the strikers Wwould
be filled at once and He did not ex-
pect to experience any difficulty in
obtaining workers.

James Law of the Canadian Pack-
ing Company said the company were
continuing ppérations as best they
could despife the strike. “The whole
matter concerng’ the refusal of the
men to take a cut of 1213 per cent.
in wages,” he said. “We must work
in competition with the United States
and cannot afford to pay the men
more than they are paying there.
American packing house workers took
a -reduction of eight cents an hour,
which is 123; per cent. in some cases
and more in others.” :

Claims Out of Propertion.

Business Agent Louis Braithwaite
of the Packing House Worke>s' Union
stated to The World yesterday that
the men considered the reduction in
wages out of proportion to the reduc-
tion in the'ccst of living, the official
figures issued b . the féderal depart-
ment of labor showing only a cut of
eight per cert. {h the 'living costs,:
while the cut in, wages made by the
packers was 12%-per cent. Another
thing was the fact.that owing to the
increased standard of efficiency the
workers were now: doing as much
work in eight hours as was formerly
done in ten. He considered the in-
creased efficiency of the workers av-
eraged at least 25 per cent.

He declared that not only organiz-
ed labor, but the farmers as well
were being squeezed by the packers,
and pointed out that prices paid to
farmers for all grades of live stock
had showed continuous wecreases
during the past five months. He said
that present prices of live stock are
almost 50 per cent. less than the high
peak last year. Hogs which sold
last year at $24.50 are now selling
around $13.

The causes of the strike were the
123 per cent. wage reduction, - the
failure to recognize a minimum wage
and the clause in the proposed agree-
ment whereby it cpuld be broken by
the packers at 30 'days’ notice.

“The workers do not want to be
responsible fora rise in the cost of
meat such as occurred following the
strike in Montreal,” said Mr, Braith-
waite, “and in order not to inconveni-
ence the public would _be willing to
return to work at once if the employ-
ers will agree to have the questions
setfled . by arbitration. The workers
are willing to abide by the decision
of an arbitration board on all three
questions involved.”

He stated that the packing house
heags had been informed of this pro-
position of the men to return to work
if a board was appointed, and he ex-
pects. an answer to the proposal this
mo:ning,

Strikers Will Meet.

A mass meeting of the strikers is
to be held at, the junction of Dundas
and Keele streets at 3 o'clock this
afternoon, when the reply of the em-
ployers to the arbitration proposal of
the workers will e announced,
Should the reply be favorable, it is
expected that the strikers will retu-n
to w.ror.k again tomorrow morning. Mr,
Braithwaite expressedg the opinion
that an unfavorable reply would, re-
sult in a long-drawn-out stydggle,
which might last a month or more,

He furthe: said in commenting on
the Chicago situation that, while the
cost in living in that city had .fallen
at least 40 per cent., the wages of
the packing house workers had been
cut less than 15 per cent. He con-
sidered. therefore, that the cut of
12% per cent. here on an eight per
cent. decrease in the cost of living
was most unfair to the workers,

ADVISE NON-PURCHASE
OF LUXURIES FROM U.S,

Ottawa, April 4—The counci
Otta.wa board of trade at alsopfectir:ﬁ'
meeting has passed a resolution that |
“until the rate of exchange betweeni
Canada and the United State¢ gets |
back to normal, all boards of trage!
ayl other commercial and Ppublic|
bodies and newspapers be requested
to urge the citizens of Canada to deny
themselves the luxuries at present im-
ported from the United States and to|
purchase everything they possibly can

of Canadian product ang manufacture.”

‘| behavior

The World's

Weekly Novel

(Continued From Yesterday's World.) '

“Be good, Jack,” she said. “You have
been such a dear all this time.” %

“You have been under my care,” I an-
swered, ‘‘but ‘now that wo are nbout."w
be rescued my responsibility is over.”
She laughed. “Is that a threat? I'm
not afraid, ' You are such a lof n-
cipled, chivalrous, pedantic old-dear. I
don’t belleve you ever kissed a woman
in your life.” :

{ have, tho,” I retorted, nt.h:r net-
tled at her charge of ntry. 1 have
kissed .several and if you take my good
too much to:ed granted their
number may be increa Fs

ué-he lookez at n;leedweculatlvoly for a
moment, then flushed.

“Such taik is strictly taboo,” said she.
“Aren’t you ashamed to get flirtatious
at the eleventh hour?”’ .

“I'm not flirtatious,” I answered, and
then, yielding to a sudden impulse which
fhad long tempted me, but which my
duty as protector had forbade, I dropped
my hands upon her bare upper arms and
held her in front of me, “Look here,
Alice,” I asked, ;Wﬂl you marry me
when we get back?”

‘Her fa.cg grew rather pale under its
soft, ivory tropic tan. The downv Pplum-
age over her breast rose and fell like
the breast 'of a captive bird.

*No, my dear.” 55

“Do you think that you could love me?
I Silrl.uwd&.ded

e no 5

“And do you think that I really love
you?”’ I asked. 5

She shook her head. ‘‘No,”” she whis-
pered, “I think that it is just the 5
well, the man and the woman of it
. . . and the surroundings. XKiss me
if you like and let me go, Jack. The
ice is rather thin here on the equator.
You ought to wunderstand.. We are not
precisely boy and girl. You don'g want
me to break thru, do you, Jack?'

‘“What if I were to make a big kill-
ing? A lot of money.
me, then?”’

“Gladly. But that’'s a big ‘if’ and we
are getting on.”

"ng yofx give me six months to try?”’
[ asked, ‘‘before e";osinvg your contract
with the piggy-man?”

She appeared to reflect, ‘Yes,' she
answered.

“Very well,” said I, “then it's a bar-
gain.”” 1 drew her closer but she put
her hand upon my chest and resisted
slightly.

“It mustn’'t be by gambling or pklnz
any risk which might ruin you,'” sghe
protested. . ’

‘““That's my lookout,” I answered. ‘““You
have only to keep your compact if I
succeed and declare “it null and void if
I fail. In the latter event you needn’t
be afraid of my coming around to cry-
baby and declare myself an abandoned
bankrupt for love of you and making
things generally unpleasant  about the
premises. Now let's go back and report
the sail.”

So back we went and announced our

prospective deliverance, the newg of
which was received with less joyiful noise
than one might have expected. ' In fact,
the cheery bishop protested thnt he could
easily have done with another month to
complete his ‘‘cure,” as he was pléased
to call our exile.
Enid 'was less expansive, She seemed
to resume her early inscrutable reserve
and was strangely silent on learning that
our deliverance was at hand. But I no-
ticed a curious intensity in the expres-
sion of her eyes as they examined Alice
and myself.

CHAPTER Vil
‘I'I»[E next morning at daybreak 1
slipped out  to discover what vessel
it might be which had come to our
relief. The first glimpse of her tall
spars and low freeboard reealed her as
the schooner of one Channing Drake,
a well-born ruffian whom 1 particularly

detested and held to be about that time
the very worst blackguard in the whole

Pacific.

There was no question about the
schooner's being Drake’'s ™Madcap and
identifying her as such my first decision
was to tell Drake to up-stick and get
on about his business. It was much
better to have to stay indefinitely on
Trocadero rather than have the persons
for whom I was responsible become the
guests aboard that vessel of ill-fame. To
complicate the situation further Drake
and I were personal enemies, as I had
recently done my best to have the Mad-
cap libelled for her misdeeds and to land
Drake and his filthy crew behind the
hars. This sincere effort on my part
had fallen thru because itwo of my most
important witnesses had lost their nerve
at the last moment and had their testi-
mony thrown out of court, Thru the
bluff of his threats backed by a certain
force of personality Drake had got our
part of the Pacific rather cowed.

However, under the existing circum-
stances there seemed no help for it. Our
supplies were almost exhausted, and hut
for the fact of the Madcap having bezn
sint to take us off (which I thought must
be her erran:i there), our rescue would
have heen delayed indefinitely.

The boat came gliding in to the beach.
und I starcd at her crew with some
astonichment., for they were rigged -t
15 if for an.  amateur presentation Of
“Pinafore”’—muster uniforms, old-fasn-
ioned, but feiching; spotless white ducks
with a small square collar faced with
t.lue betweer the shoulders; Blue trimmed
cuffs; round, beribboned straw hats, with
cuffs; round, be-ribboned straw hats, with
tne reef knot held in the *“V” of the
knife-lanyarc, which was a pretty sennit,
with a carved ivory nut to replace the
Turk's head
The reason for it all became immedi-
alely apparent to me. Drake knew that
he was swinging on a short scope, and
that there wns a heaven-sent opportunity
to render a giaceful service, which might
prove his guod intentions, while at tne
same time spiking my guns and putting
me under an obligation. Drake, in the
stern-sheets, was resplendent In waile
serge, a poagee shirt, with a flowing
scarf, and a Panama hat, with a pug-
~aree of soi-de-chine. He was a heavily-
built man, very square and muscular,
with a huge chest and shoulders, rather
dark of complexion, and with thick black
hair, which curled over *hig ears.

He was staring at us in goggle-2sy.d
astonishment as the boat grounded, Hut
could scarcely be blamed for this. He
had been informed that our camoing
party lacked for none of the necessities |
of life, 0 tn be confronted by a pair of
troglodytes, brawny and bearded, and
lreeched in bpird-skins, must have been
something of a shock. i

“Hu'lo, Kcvanagh!” said he in his rich, |
well-modulated voice, which was unft
#nd deep, with a sort of purr and a ra‘n-
er exaggerated Picadilly accent. ‘*“What
tne deuce has happened you?”

‘““A gang of about twenty black thieves
put in here and looted us of all we nad.
barring some stores hi din a cave.” I
answered, \and introduced him to the
bishop; then suggesting that the first
service he might be good enough to ren-
der us would be in the matter of clothes,
To this he answered that he could ‘rig
cat the bishop and myself readily enough,
hut that he had aboard no ready-made
ladies’ rarments. There was, however, in

the trade room a supply of calico prints
and flannels, and also a hand sewing
machine, and he offered to go out and
cet these articles immediately, and in- |
vited us to go with him. The bishop was |
pleased to sccept, but I declined, ot |
wishing for uny more of Drake's socisty |
than could bLe helped, and also because I |
‘vanted to haul and dry my net, a veiy
good one, for which I had paid a round
xum. Passing by the bungalow, I told
the ladies that Drake had gone aboard to
tetch them some materials,

“Now I'm cff to get in the net,” I sald.
“The bishop can do the honors.”

Would you marry| .

(e veia PEARL ISLAND

By HENRY C. ROWLAND,

(C”Yﬂﬁﬁ' by W, J.

#11) lend you a hand,’’ said Alice, and
we strolled off toaietxilxg. Enid being 0°-
‘upled 'in getting lu eon. .

: Xllce had waded out to lend me a hand.

and we soon discovere from the tugging

vibrations tihut a big fish was still in t.hc
net, but he presently escaped, for the
s'ruggling ceased, and splashing back (o
the beach, we proceeded to haul in. Such
fish as had been pocketed had also de-
camped when the purse string feu.':hed
away, and ' was about to remark that,
for the first time, we were to draw a
blank, when 1 discovered several oysters
which had been dragged into the lower
bight, apparently, as the big- fi worked
along bottom, and were held there by
their incrusietions, I carried the bivalves
up to where Alice was standing in her
shimmering costume.

“Peanl oysters,” I said, and big ones.
I have always had an idea theére might
be shell here, but would never have loos-
o4 for it so close under the bar. Nice
shell; and tnere must be quite a lot of it
down there'” This seemed a reasonavle
premise, because, unless the %bed was
pretty rich, a big fish trying to nose its
way out irom under the net could not
nave scooped up oysters so easily, even
tho they happened to be loosely attached
to rotten sprigs of lava-coral formation.
S, I took my knife and started to open
the oysters, while Alice looked on curi-
ously, but without much interest in-the
operations, until I came to open the
14t mollusk, a big, black one. ;

“This lookz like a layer,” I said.
‘“What’s the bidding for its contents?”

“A good slap!” Alice -answered.

“Against what?’' 1 asked, ‘‘The same
thing 7 ;

* She nodded.

‘““That goes!”’ 1 agreed. “‘Now, watch!”

I flicked ¢f the lips with the back of
the knife, and slipped the edge thru the
big contraciv® muscles. That black oy-
ster was blouted, dropsical and diseased
... and the result of my rough au-
topsy was tn reveal the cause .of his
compla.nt. This was in the shape of a
~reat black pearl—a record black pearl,
I thought, as it rolled out into my hand.
for it was ripe to the point of falling
from the nacre. It was a wonder, a
beauty, the biggest black pear which I
had ever ‘seen, and I gauged its carats
as it rolled into my palm. Being fresh
tuken from its host, it held an exquisite
translucency, and glowed thru the dark
pigmentation -as tho from deep-set firex
in its heart. It was flawless, perfect in
ferm and texture, and I assayed it as
valuing a prince’s ransom, then and there.
Intrinsically, it was impossible to place a
money value on it.

Alice, lear'ng over my shoulder, wita
her hair against my cheek, and the sait
crystals glisiening on her arm, examined
it curiously, 1 dropped it into her hand.
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She stared at it for an instant; then ask-
e¢d ; *Is it a real one, Jack?’ 3

“Better ask the oyster,” I answered,
‘“only he is unfortunately dead. It may
have been made in Germany and shipped
out here. You never can tell, these
days. All the same I'd take a chance on
it for being the real thipg.” -

She then desired to’ know what 1.
thought its money value might be, to
which I answered that such a question
was in bad form as I purposed to give
it to her as a souvenir of her sojourn
on Trocadero. I added that she might
accept it in the form of an engagement
present or, my failing to collect more
from the same source, as a wedding
present when eshe married the 6 piggy-
man. “If this pearl is the only one
there,” 1 said,

stands you owe me a slap to pay for
your pearl.”

“] would rather give you a kiss,” she
answered, still studying the pearl. ‘Do
you really think there are a lot more of
them down there, Jack?”

“That i8 m¥ opinion,”” I answered.
“and I am going to do a little prospect-
ing right now!” ;

I waded out to the edge of the bar
end went down just as I was, to come
up a minute later with a big oyster in
efther hand. The bottom was fairly
strewn with them, I flung the pair up
on to the beach and swam back to the
edge of the bar for another try. In
three more dives I collected another
couple, and then feeling a Dbit breath-
less I sat down to open them. Alice hy
this time was really excited.

“Once I turn to on the job, my dear
lady,” 1 said,” “you will soon have to
haul down your colors and treat for
terms of surrender. L{nles‘s I a;n altl oft

konin there ig a/ greater trea-
’a':f;erg; the 8‘lsottom of this little patch
out here in front of us than even you
would need for your innpcent pastimes.
So all we've got to do is to get back
to Kialu, tdke my new schooner and the
two smailer. boats, load ‘em up with gear
aend divers and come he'ye and clean up
the place. But once we're sure of what
we've got I think we might discount the
future and turn on tne wedding bells a
bit, don’t you?” -

(Continued Tomorrow Morning.)

PRINCE ALBERT SNOWBOUND.

Prince Alvert, Sask., April 4 —There
is no marked demand Zor farm labor
in this district at present, owing to
the inclement weather conditions, the
country districts still being snow-
bound. Supply of labor is only fair,
few men having yet returned from
tiza lumber camps. Wages are §56
per month against $65 to $756 per
month last year.
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