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CHAPTER I

DEMOCRACY ON THE MARCH

England has acted on the world as a principle

of release for freedom, sometimes by irritating it

into activity, as with the American colonies,

sometimes by cooperating with it, as in Canada

and Australia. The balance of power has de-

parted from England to a wider area. But the

principle of government which creates and directs

that power continues to be an English principle.

It is the principle of democratic control. One
hundred years ago England was in a war in which

her three leaders were Pitt, Wellington, and Nel-

son, three Englishmen. To-day Great Britain is

in a war in which her three leaders are Lloyd-

George, Haig, and Beatty, a Welshman, a

Scotchman, and an Irishman. That is of course
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