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has not chosen rather to write a life of Wolsey, which
everybody would have read, than to bury the fruit of somuch study in prefaces to bulky and not very accessible
volumes. With little additional labour he would have
enjoyed greater freedom in the management of materials
and m the use of colour, and literature would have been
endowed with a popular masterpiece. Mr. Brewer has
thousht it a duty to devote the whole of his accumulated
knowledge and power to the public work which has occu-
pied so large a portion of his life. So few men are cap-
able of extracting for themselves and digesting all the
mformation his Calendar contains, that the elaborate
introductions by the editor add immeasurably to its per-
manent utility and value. But it is impossible not to feel
and to regret the generosity of so great a sacrifice.

Many of the problems that have agitated and perplexed
ten generations of men are still unsolved. Yet, although
we have not reached the fulness of knowledge that sates
curiosity, it is not likely that much more will be learntSome progress may be looked for in biography

; for the
early lives of Gardiner, Tunstall, and Cromwell have not
been studied

; nobody has taken the pains to restore the
true text of the original Life of Fisher; and not one ofMore s fifteen biographers has worked from manuscripts
The Vatican continues to yield priceless additions to theworks of Raynaldus, of Theiner, and of Lammer

; part
of the correspondence of Charles V. lies unused at
Brussels

;
and the papers of Ca.npcggio may yet, perhaps,

be found in the place where Sigonius saw them. But
whatever the future may reveal, we now possess, in Mr
Brewers pages, an account of the Divorce, to the fall of
WoIscy, which IS eminently trustworthy and intelligible
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distinguishes the whole reign of Henry

VHI., both in Wolsey's happier days and during the
riotous tyranny of later years, the idea of treating ecclesi-
astical authority not as an obstruction, but as a convenient
au.x,hary to the Crown, was anticipated by the example
of his father-in-law Ferdinand. The Xorman conquerors
of bicily established a form of government in which the


