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one of many tributes, here is what the oft-cited
Giustinian, Venetian ambassador, reported of him to
the Seigniory : ' His Majesty,' says he, * is twenty-
nine years old, and very handsome. Nature could
not have done more for him. He is much handsomer
than any other sovereign in Christendom ; a great
deal handsomer than the King of France ; very fair,
and his whole frame admirably proportioned. On
hearing that Francis i. wore a beard, he allowed his
own to grow

; and as it is reddish, he has now got a
beard that looks like gold. He is highly accomplished

;

a good musician
; composes well ; is a most capital

horseman; a fine jouster ; speaks good French,
Latin, and Spanish ; is very religious ; hears three
masses daily when he hunts, and sometimes five on
other days. He hears the Office every day in the
Queen's Chamber

: that is to say, vesper and com-
phne. He is very fond of hunting, and never takes
his diversion without tiring eight or ten horses, which
he causes to be stationed beforehand along the line
of country he means to take ; and when one is rired
he mounts another, and before he gets home they
are all exhausted. He is extremely fond of tennis
at which game it is the pretriest thing to see him'
play, his fair skin glowing through a shirt of the
finest texture.' The Venerian's panegyric was well
deserved. In brief, it seemed to an expectant Europe
that there was nothing which this paragon of all the
virtues could not accomplish, with the aid of the
wisest of living counsellors. Truly, « my King and


