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national" sub-commission turned out in full

strength in anticipation of what had generally

been regarded as the crowning, as it was the con-

cluding, event of the visit. The very protestations

of the Germans only whetted their interest the

keener, for it was a precisely similar line to one

they had taken in the matter of the visit to Ton-

dem, where there had been something worth see-

ing. "Look out for surprises in connection with

the 'Great Belt* inspection," was the word, and

every one in any way entitled to attach himself to

what was to be the last party landed before the

return of the Commission to England made ar-

rangements to do so.

Brave with swords, bright with brass hats,

aglitter with aiguillettes was the imposing line of

French, British, Italian, American and Japanese

oflScers who filed across from the Hercules to the

Verdun an hour before dawn on the morning of

December 16. An hour after darkness descended,

wet with rain, bespattered with mud, ashiver with

cold, those same officers straggled back to the

Hercules again. This is the order in which one
of them summed up the day 's observation :

* * The
most notable event of the inspection," he said as

he warmed his chilled frame before the wardroom
fire, "was the sight of the first pig we have clapped
eyes on in Germany; the next so was meeting a


