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Thrrc roniains to l)C noticed the exploration for a line of railway from Whitehaven

on the eastern coast of Nova Sootia towards Pictou and Bav Verte.
This .vas r.;ndered necessary in cens(>(|uence of the suggestion made by Captain

ihvvA, 1{. J\., to make Whitehaven the Atlantic terminus of the railwav.
The deta!'- of this exploration are given in the accompaning report, Appendix \o

I, and exploratory sheets i\os. JO, 21,22, :ind 24.
n

KngiiUMTiiig (iifhculties and expensive cuttings occur on this route.
From the commencement in the Harbour of Whitehaven the line must pas« aion'^ i

l)arren and rocky coast for upward of hirty miles to Country Harbour, before it raJi
luniolt towards the interior. Ami it cannot do this and get clear of the sea-shore
without the necessity of making a tunnel of about a mile in length throu'-h a rid-,- of
whinstonc. '^ ^

Again, at the falls of the St. Mary River there will be required a tunnel of a quarter
'>! a mile, and a viaduct across a valley, of alxiut 500 feet in length.
The summit le\el occurs between Lake Eden and Beaver Lake, and is 400 feet

above the sea.

At Crant's Bridge, on the Kast River, for nearly three miles in length, there would
necessarily be several ex])ensive cuttin-s through rocks of sandstone'^and limestone

Ihe euiith ot this line from Whit(>haven to Bay Verte is estimated at 181 miles—
Irom UnhUx to the same point is 124. L(-avin^ a difference of fifty-seven miles.

11 ihe Dii-ect route No. '.} could be established, it woidd add seventeen miles to the
trunk I nc.

^

But as it is not t.. be supjiosed thai Halifax, the capital and irreater commercial city
' . die province, would in such a case allow itself to be excluded from the benefits o'f
Ihe j)roposc(l railway, then it would involve, in addition to this seven'etn miles of
imiik railway, a luancli line of probably 90 miles.
Or if tin; Kastern Bay Chaleurs line' through Nr'W Brunswick he added on to it as

ill Route No. .J, then it will involve no less than fifty-seven miles extia of trunk line
and the same necessity lor the bvincli line of ninetv miles mentioned.

'

To coiiipc-nsate for sucii disadvantages it must be shown that Whitehaven has the
most j/ammoii.il claims to be selected as the Atlantic terminus in preference to Halifax.

Ihe iKirljoiuof W hitchaM'ii is 120 miles nearer to England 1)\ sea than Halifax.-—
Equivalent to, in ocean navii;ation by the steamers, ten hours.

Ihis, It is readily conceded, is a very sreat advantage, and were there no drawbacks
or otli(- considerations in the way, it would be (jiiite sufficient to i,nvc that port the
})refeiei.''e.

- '

It is a well kno^vn fact however, that there is a time and s.>ason in the year when
the (. iiiiard steamers cannot keep their direct course to Halifax even, but are"compelled
.ly fields oi ice, to k( ep to 'lie southward, and S( neti'.'es pass to the south of Sable
Island.

Di..ii!;i- this time, Avhicl. oeciiis in the sjiMUir of the year, and may last for two or
three moiiths. tlicrc would hv som.' risk in their making direct for the more northern
]wt of Whitehaven. And if for these three months the stear ets v. ere oblv"-ed to
make Halifax their jiort, then for that time the Whi'jhaven line \>ou!d be usele^'ss.

In r> sjirci to ihe advantages v\liich it is said to possess, of remaining open all the
vear loi.iid, it is not quite clear that it does so.

Freai (MUjiiiiies made on the spot in the SMumer of 1847, Captain Henderson learnt
t K th.' piccedin- ^^muy ihe harbour had been frozen over entirely, five to six inches
thick,' and that it v\ as sometimes blockaded up and much incommoded by ice.

Siilii (Mu\;tly,howe,er, and diiriiiir this winter when the objects of the enquiri<>s made
tliere in the sunmimer became kiioxNu, and the ad\antage of" the Railway spoken of, a

\ide 'j)pcn(lix N" j.
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