
UP THE MISSOURI.

ment of the tail: the pupil of the eye iw block,

with a narrow ring of white bordering on its

edge; the remain der ol the iria is of a dark yellow-

ish brown.

The horned Mzard, called, and for what reason

we never could learn, the prairie buffalo, is a
native of these plains, as well as those on the

Missouri : they are of the same size, and much the

same in appearance as the black lizard : the belly

is however broader, the tail shorter, and the ac-

tion much slower: the colour is genei-ally brown
intermixed with yellowish brown spots: the ani-

mal is covered with minute scales, interspersed

with small horny points, like blunt prickles on the

upper surfiice of the body: the telly and throat

resemble those of the frog, and are of a light

yellowish brown : the edge of the belly is likewise

beset with small horny projections, imparting to

those edges a serrate appearance : the eye is small

and dark: above and behind the eyes there are

several projections of that bone, and their ex-

tremities also being armed with a firm black sub-

stance, resemble the appearance of horns sprouting

from the head : these animals are found in greatest

numbers in the sandy open plains, and appear in

the greatest abundance after a shower of rain

:

they are sometimes found basking in the sunshine,

but conceal themselves in little holes of the earth

in much the greatest proportion of the time : this

may account for their appearance in such numbers
after the rain, as their holeb may thus be ren-

dered untenantable,

9. The anchovy, which the natives call olthen,

is so delicate a fish that it soon becomes tainted,

unless pickled or smoked : the natives run a small

stick through the gills and hang it up to dry in

the smoke of their lodges, or kindle small fires
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